Australia’s Favourite Football Fanzine And Even Bigger At Eurovision! 
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By David Manuca 


MELBOURNE VICTORY’S 
ACL campaign has finally been 
put to rest after they could only 
manage a 1-1 draw against 
Jeju United last Wednesday 
night. 

Victory traveled to Korea need- 
ing the three points and for Tian- 
jin to defeat Gamba Osaka, but a 

2-0 win for Gamba earlier in the 
night meant neither Victory or 
Jeju had a chance of making it to 
the next round. 

Melbourne finished the group 
last on six points, one behind 
third-placed Jeju and four behind 
joint leaders Gamba and Tianjin. 
Despite crashing out in the group 
stages Mehmet Durakovic did an 
astounding job after taking over 
from Merrick. 

No-one would have predicted 
Melbourne would still be in the 
hunt for a place in the Round 
of 16 coming into the last game 
after losses in their first two 
games. 

Durakovic has staked a real 
claim to be the full-time boss at 
the Victory for next season with 
the caretaker coach hoping his 
six-week stint at the helm of the 
club was enough for him to earn 
the permanent job. 

When asked by 442 if he would 
like to continue his current role, 
Durakovic replied by saying “I 
hope so, I really do,”. 

“In a lot of games we have been 
very unlucky and it’s out of my 
hands at the moment but the 
pleasing thing is that the players 
have responded to my tactics and 
the way I wanted to play. 

“In the short space of time I 
think we have really done well, 
we have been unbeaten in four 
games. Everything now is out 
of my hands and it’s up to the 


board, I just hope the board can 
see there has been a lot of posi- 
tives in the team and the way I 
want these players to be play.” 

In what was Kevin Muscat’s final 
game for the Victory and Robbie 
Kruse’s last before departing to 
Germany, Victory put the ball in 
the back of the net on six occa- 
sions but five of them were ruled 
offside - two wrongly so. 

“Tl felt the Archie and Danny 
ones were very close and should 
have been given. The linesman 
should have given us the benefit 
of the doubt. Two goals. It’s a 
huge amount in football.” Dura- 
kovic said post-game. 

Eun-Jung Kim put Jeju ahead on 
25 minutes before Diogo Ferrei- 
ra scored a remarkable equalizer 
right on the hour mark. 

Danny Allsopp who headed the 
Victory attack put the ball in the 
back of the net in just the third 
minute but it was ruled out for 
offside, with replays showing he 
was clearly onside. 

Allsopp had a fantastic oppor- 
tunity to give Victory the lead 
on 21 minutes after Hernandez 
played him through. The big man 
outmuscled his defender but his 
shot was saved by the Jeju goal- 
keeper Kim Hojun. 

Soon after Jeju took the lead 
when Eun Jung finished off a 
good move with a neat finish. 

Victory showed great character 
in the second half as they pushed 
for an equalizing goal. Hernan- 
dez had a shot hit the post with 
the rebound falling to Robbie 
Kruse but the striker was just 
offside. 

Archie Thompson thought he 
had scored the equalizer for 
Melbourne a short while after- 
ward but for the second time in 
the match the goal was wrongly 
ruled out for offside. 


Victory & Muscat draw to a close 


Diego Ferreira celebrates with Kevin Muscat after scoring a cracker but it was not to be for Victory as they 
bow out of the ACL and Muscat's career comes to a gallant end. 


But the Victory did eventually 
find themselves back on level 
terms thanks to an inspirational 
volley by youngster Diogo Fer- 
reira. 

A corner was headed away by 
the Jeju defence, and Ferreira, 
who was lingering just outside 
the box, hit a spectacular volley 
which left goalkeeper Kim Ho- 
jun with no chance. 

Melbourne put the ball in the 
back of the net a further two 
times afterwards but they were 
both correctly ruled offside. 

Jeju had Ju-nu sent off late in 
the match for an elbow on young 
defender Matthew Foschini but 
Victory couldn’t find a winning 
goal which would have seen 
them leap-frog Jeju and finish 
third in the group. 


Sydney FC were eliminated the 
week prior after a 3-1 loss to Su- 
won Bluewings and their final 
group stage match finished in a 
2-1 loss against Kashima Antlers 
in Japan. 

Matt Jurman gave Sydney a 
surprise lead on 26 minutes but 
Yuyu Osako brought Kashima 
level just after the hour mark 
before Takuya Nozawa found 
a winner for Kashima with five 
minutes remaining. 

Victory and Sydney’s failure to 
progress out of the group stage 
continues Australian sides poor 
run in the ACL. 

Only two sides have ever made 
it out of the group stages with 
Adelaide making it to the final 
in 2008 and the Round of 16 in 
2010, while Newcastle Jets made 


it to the Round of 16 in 2009. 
Next years competition will see 
Brisbane Roar enter the ACL for 
the first time in their short histo- 
ry whilst Central Coast Mariners 
will compete for a second time. 
The Round of 16 starts next 
week and will see Gamba Osaka 
take on their cross town rivals 
Cerezo Osaka. Korean side 
Jeonbuk Motors take on Chi- 
nese outfit Tianjin Teda, Iran’s 
Sepahan play Uzbekistani side 
Bunyodkor, Saudi Arabian side 
Al Ittihad take on another Saudi 
Arabian side in Al Hilal, Korea’s 
FC Seoul will host Japanese 
powerhouse Kashima Antlers 
whilst another South Korea vs 
Japan clash sees Suwon Bluew- 
ings take on Nagoya Grampus. 
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ACL Details 


Group A P W D LGF GAGD Pts 
1 SEPAHAN (IRN) 6411145 913 
2 AL HILAL (KSA) 6411116 513 

3 AL GHARAFA(QAT) 62136 7-17 

4 AL JAZIRA (UAE) 6015 720-131 

AL JAZIRA (UAE) v SEPAHAN (IRN) 1-4 

AL HILAL (KSA) v AL GHARAFA (QAT) 2-0 


Group B P W D LGF GAGD Pts 
1 AL SADD (QAT) 62408 6210 
2 AL NASSR (KSA) 622210738 
3 ESTEGHLAL (IRN) 6222111018 
4PAKHTAKOR (UZB) 6123 814-65 


PAKHTAKOR (UZB) v AL SADD (QAT) 1-1 
ESTEGHLAL (IRN) v AL NASSR (KSA) 2 - 1 


Group C P W D LGF GAGD Pts 
1 AL ITTIHAD (KSA) 6321105 511 
2BUNYODKOR (UZB) 6231 86 29 
3 AL WAHDA (UAE) 6132 68-26 
4PIROOZIATH(IRN) 6123 611-55 
AL WAHDA (UAE) v PIROOZI (IRN) 2-0 

AL ITTIHAD (KSA) v BUNYODKOR (UZB) 1 - 1 
Group D P W D LGFGAGD Pts 
1 ZOBAHAN (IRN) 641173 413 
2ALSHABAB (KSA) 632184 411 
3 EMIRATES (UAE) 6204610-4 6 
4 AL RAYYAN (QAT) 611448-4 4 


AL RAYYAN (QAT) v EMIRATES (UAE) 2 - 0 
ZOBAHAN (IRN) v AL SHABAB (KSA) 0 - 1 


Group E 


Ww GAGD Pts 
1 GAMBA OSAKA (JPN) 6 3 

3 

2 


GF 

137 610 
2 TIANJIN TEDA(CHN) 6 8 

3 JEJU UNITED (KOR) 6 6 10-4 7 
4MELB VICTORY (AU) 6 1 711-46 
GAMBA (JPN) v TIANJIN TEDA (CHN) 2 - 0 
JEJU UTD (KOR) v MELB VICTORY (AUS) 1-1 
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Group F P W D LGF GAGD Pts 
1 FC SEOUL (KOR) 632194 511 
2 GRAMPUS (JPN) 631296 310 
3HANGZHOU(CHN) 621349-5 7 
4 ALAIN (UAE) 612336-3 5 


ALAIN (UAE) v GRAMPUS (JPN) 3-1 
HANGZHOU (CHN) v FC SEOUL (KOR) 4 - 1 


Group G P W D LGF GAGD Pts 
1 JEONBUK (KOR) 650114 21215 
2 CEREZO OSAKA (JPN) 6 4 0 211 4 712 
3SHANDONG(CHN) 62139 817 
4 AREMA MALANG (IDN)6 0 1 5 2 22-201 
JEONBUK (KOR) v AREMA MALANG (IDN) 6 - 0 
CEREZO (JPN) v SHANDONG (CHN) 4 - 0 


Group H P W D LGF GAGD Pts 
1 BLUEWINGS (KOR) 6330123 9 12 
2 KASHIMA (JPN) 63309 3 612 
3 SYDNEY FC (AUS) 6123611 -55 
4 SHANGHAI (CHN) 60243 13-102 
SHANGHAI (CHN) v BLUEWINGS (KOR) 0 - 3 


KASHIMA (JPN) v SYDNEY FC (AUS) 2 - 1 


Round of 16 


May 24 

Sepahan (Iran) vs Bunyodkor (Uzbekistan) 

Al Ittihad (Saudi Arabia) vs Al Hilal (Saudi Arabia) 
Gamba Osaka (Japan) vs Cerezo Osaka (Japan) 
Jeonbuk Motors (Kor) vs Tianjin Teda (China) 


May 25 

Al Sadd (Qatar) vs Al Shabab (Saudi Arabia) 
Zob Ahan (Iran) vs Al Nassr (Saudi Arabia) 

FC Seoul (Korea Republic) vs Kashima (Japan) 
Bluewings (Korea Republic) vs Nagoya (Japan) 


Gas) Bagging) Dent: 
Corruption at the heart of the world game 


By Roy Hay 


THE world governing body of 
football (soccer), the Fédéra- 
tion Internationale de Football 
Association, to give it its French 
title, which corresponds with 
the way its acronym FIFA ap- 
pears, is in crisis. 

Corruption at top and bottom is 
alleged and no one who has been 
following the recent history of 
the game is surprised. 

Investigative journalists in the 
United Kingdom and Austra- 
lia and other parts of the world 
have been producing a litany of 
examples of alleged corrupt vot- 
ing practices in the decisions to 
award the hosting of the 2018 
World Cup to Russia and the 
2022 one to Qatar. 

Now the same and additional 
points are being advanced by 
Lord Triesman, the former chair 
of England’s bid for 2018 before 
the Culture, Media and Sport 
Select Committee of the United 
Kingdom parliament. 

Members of the Executive of 
FIFA who made the decision in- 
cluding Jack Warner of Trinidad 
and Tobago, Worawi Makudi 
of Thailand, Nicolas Leoz, the 
president of the powerful South 
American confederation and 
Ricardo Texeira, the president 


of the Brazilian federation were 
named by Triesman. 

Two others were named by a 
member of the Select Committee 
on the basis of reports in the Sun- 
day Times. 

It needs to be remembered that 
two of the Executive Committee 
of FIFA, Amos Adamu from Ni- 
geria and Reynald Temarii from 
Tahiti, had already been stood 
down before the election having 
been found to be in breach of 
FIFA regulations by the body’s 
ethics committee. 

In all one-third of the 24 mem- 
ber voting body have either been 
alleged to have been or already 
found guilty of impropriety in 
relation to the 2018 and 2022 
World Cup bids. 

Nearly all those named have 
strenuously denied the claims 
and FIFA has called on its critics 
to provide evidence which can be 
examined urgently. 

England got two votes in relation 
to the 2018 bid, despite promises 
made to among others, Prince 
William who supported the final 
presentation of the English bid. 

You could put it down to sour 
grapes that these issues are be- 
ing raised now in the lead up to 
FIFA’s presidential election on 1 
June, when Josef S Blatter will 
be challenged by Mohamed Bin 
Hammam of Qatar, who is the 


With its reputation tarnished even further Sepp Blatter contemplates how FIFA will deal 
with the latest set of revelations to beset the 2018 & 2022 World Cup bid. 


president of the Asian confed- 
eration of which Australia is a 
member. 

But curiously England’s Football 
Association has announced that it 
will vote for Blatter, even though 
he presided over the voting last 
December. 

At the other end of the scale, al- 
legations and evidence of match 
fixing are now so widespread, 


particularly, though not exclu- 
sively, in lower level games in 
Asia, that Blatter has just an- 
nounced that FIFA will donate 
20million Euros to Interpol to 
help set up a dedicated anti-cor- 
ruption unit in Singapore. 
Australian players who have 
played in Asian leagues have 
reported episodes where match 
fixing occurred and the growth 


of betting rings has increased the 
likelihood that matches may be 
tampered with. 

The secretary general of Inter- 
pol, Ron Noble, said, ‘Asia is 
a hotbed of betting and match- 
fixing, but Singapore, as one of 
the “least corrupt countries on 
the planet”, is an ideal base for 
the new unit.’ 

That may provoke a raising of 


eyebrows in some quarters. 

The announcement of the FIFA 
donation will certainly be seen 
by some as an attempt to divert 
attention from the alleged rotten- 
ness at the top. 

Though the Prime Minister, Julia 
Gillard, has come out in support 
of the proposition that Austra- 
lia’s World Cup bid was squeaky 
clean, the perception that some 
of the people involved in advis- 
ing and consulting were notori- 
ous remains. 

Australia got only one vote. 
Frank Lowy, the chairman of 
Football Federation Australia, 
and one of Australia’s richest 
men, entertained many of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee and lobbied 
hard on behalf of his country’s 
bid. 

He has been very careful not to 
make any public comment about 
the voting process apart from ex- 
pressing his surprise at the out- 
come, but it is perhaps time he 
added his voice to those calling 
for a thorough and independent 
inquiry into the governance of 
the world game. 

After all the Australian govern- 
ment has just announced an in- 
quiry into the governance of the 
FFA ahead of Australia’s hosting 
of the 2015 Asian champion- 
ships. 


Melbourne Cor 


Last Friday 16 corporate football 
teams gathered in Albert Park to 
play for the 2011 International 
Chambers of Commerce World 
Cup in Melbourne. 

Each team represented a country of 
choice and even played in national 
team colours for the 7-a-side tour- 
nament that captured the imagina- 
tion of corporate Melbourne for the 
day. 

Following the round robin group 
phase of the event the quarter finals 
produced some exciting games with 
Hostplus (Italy), Nissan (USA), 
Checkpoint (Argentina) and Aus- 
tralia (Toyota) all progressing to 
the Semi Finals. 

The final saw Hostplus (Italy) play 
Nissan (USA) for the much coveted 
FIFA World Cup replica and after 
an exciting game it was the Nis- 
san team who kept their nerve in a 
penalty shootout which decided the 
World Cup winners. 

Nissan team captain Dryden Rob- 
ertson commented on how his team 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience 
“It was great to be part of such a 
well organised event. Not only did 
the day assist in building company 


team moral, it was also satisfying 
to know that the tournament was 
also a fund raiser that will assist 
in the rebuilding of towns affected 
by the terrible natural disasters in 
North Queensland. Nissan Motor 
Company took great pride in not 
only winning the tournament but 
also leading the table of all vehicle 
manufacturers who competed. We 
look forward to defending our title 
next year.” 

Event organisers Football Devel- 
opment Australia were delighted 
with the day as Director Cormac 
Begley commented: “ We designed 
the event for players and teams in 
companies who love their football 
and understand that while the day 
is competitive it’s also meant to be 
lots of fun and an opportunity to 
network and meet fellow football 
fans from other companies. The 
inter team camaraderie was excel- 
lent throughout the tournament and 
made it a really enjoyable experi- 
ence for everyone involved.” 

The Football Development Austra- 
lia team was also very impressed 
with the standard of play from the 
Melbourne teams Begley also re- 


orates 


marked: “Our coaching philosophy 
at FDA is to try and play football in 
the right way through good skills, 
passing and movement off the ball. 
Holland (Leaseplan), Japan (Japa- 
nese Chamber of Commerce), Italy 
(Hostplus) and the USA (Nissan) 
played some outstanding football 
and were fantastic to watch.” 


FDA Corporate Football Events 
www.footballdevelopment.com. 
au/cwe 


Football Development Australia in 
cooperation with many Internation- 
al Chambers of Commerce gives 
corporate teams in Sydney and 
Melbourne the opportunity to rep- 
resent their company and a country 
of their choice in the annual Inter- 
national Chambers of Commerce 
World Cup football tournament. 
The event provides a truly unique 
business networking opportunity 
for Chambers, members and corpo- 
rate teams. The winners lift an ex- 
act replica of the World Cup trophy 
following the tournament final. 


Above: Winners of the 


Corporate World Cup, 
Issan (USA). 


Right: 
Denmark v USA 


Spain v Brazil 


Sharks to meet South in Cup Derby clash 
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South Melbourne (VPL) v 
Port Melbourne (S1) 

FC Bulleen Lions (S1) v North- 
cote City (VPL) 

Hume City (VPL) v Mo- 
reland City (S2) 
Dandenong City (S2) v Dande- 
nong Thunder (VPL) 
Bentleigh Greens (VPL) v 
Southern Stars (S1) 
Heidelberg United (VPL) v 
Preston Lions (S1) 

St Albans Saints (VPL) v Bal- 
larat Red Devils (S2) 
Melbourne Knights (VPL) v 
North Sunshine Eagles (P1) 
Whittlesea Zebras (S1) v FC 
Clifton Hill (S2) 

Springvale White Eagles (VPL) 
v Malvern City (S2) or Fortuna 
60 (R) 

Sunshine George Cross 

(S1) v Green Gully Cavaliers 
(VPL) 

Pascoe Vale (S1) v Oakleigh 
Cannons (VPL) 


By Robert Di Fabio 


The fourth round of the exhila- 
rating Mirabella Cup competi- 
tion continued last week with two 
of the final three fixtures taking 
place. 

The entire representation of the 
Alanic Victorian Premier League 
have progressed to the next round 
of the tournament. Several clubs 
experienced unproblematic scenar- 
ios, while others found the venture 
a little tougher against their lower 
ranked opposition. Nevertheless, 
the cup is really starting to earn 
its stripes in the heart of Victorian 
football as the Mirabella Cup ven- 
tures on for another week. 

There will be a live draw com- 
mencing Monday 16 May at 6pm. 
For full details visit the FFV web- 
site and/or follow the official Mira- 
bella Cup Facebook page for live 
updates throughout the evening. 


Review of last week’s Mirabel- 
la Cup Round 4 fixtures 

The penultimate Tuesday night cup 
tie was played between Doncaster 
Rovers (State 2) and FC Bullen Li- 
ons (State 1) at Anderson Park. On 
a cold, wet, miserable night- con- 
ditions more reminiscent of a crisp 
European evening, the fixture rep- 
licated a competitive, entertaining 
display of football. Given the close 
proximity between the two fledging 
clubs, this mid-week derby was al- 
ways going to be a spirited exhibi- 
tion. Doncaster Rovers stepped up 
to the occasion challenging their 
superior league opposition, match- 
ing them in several departments on 
the pitch. Although, neither team 


could break the deadlock, record- 
ing a stalemate 0-0 following the 
initial 90 minutes. With the game 
going into extra time, both teams 
were guilty of once again not being 
prolific in front of goal. After an en- 
thralling 120 minutes of nail-biting 
football, penalty shoot-outs would 
decide the outcome. Bullen Lions 
illustrated their mental strength and 
character by triumphing 4-2 on pen- 
alties. It was a hard pill to swallow 
for the Rovers, although a proud 
and passionate display nonetheless. 
This week’s final Mirabella 
Cup Round 4 fixture 

The final game will showcase 
Malvern City (State 2) play host to 
Fortuna 60 (Regional) at Jack Ed- 
wards Reserve. Given Malvern’s 
status within Victorian football, it 
is expected that they ease to victory. 
Can Fortuna 60 create cup history? 


Mirabella Cup Round 5 Draw 
As mentioned earlier, the live draw 
commences from 6pm tonight. Al- 
though with only two teams left 
in each region (one representative 
from each of the 12 regions will 
progress to the 6th Round) tonight’s 
live draw will merely see which 
team has the honour of playing host 
in the next round. 

Arguably the match of the round, 
the highly anticipated South Mel- 
bourne (VPL) and Port Melbourne 
(State 1) match-up has got many 
people excited within the Victorian 
football fraternity. Following an 
easy victory in their debut game the 
last round, South Melbourne will 
face their first competitive ordeal 


against an outfit fit and firing in 
State League One. Port Melbourne’s 
form has seen them win their open- 
ing five league fixtures while also 
playing out an entertaining 2-2 last 
Wednesday with A-League outfit 
Melbourne Heart in a friendly. A 
likely return at the summit of Victo- 
rian football next year seems immi- 
nent for Port Melbourne if their im- 
pressive grace of form can continue 
throughout the current campaign. 
A lacklustre couple of weeks has 
hung doubt over South Melbourne’s 
championship credentials. If South 
continue their unaspiring display 
of football, an earlier than expected 
exit from the cup may come into 
fruition. Nevertheless, an enthrall- 
ing battle is upon us. 

The meeting of the former NSL 
protégées will unite as Heidelberg 
United (VPL) and Preston Li- 
ons (State 1) face off. Heidelberg 
United have eclipsed a stunning 14 
goals in their last two VPL matches 
(recording 9-0 and 5-0 wins against 
Springvale White Eagles and VTC 
respectively). Meanwhile, Preston 
Lions are beginning to show some 
promise following a sluggish start 
to the season. Heidelberg will en- 
ter the clash as deserved favourites 
given their destructive offensive 
display and higher league status, 
although the Lions will be keen to 
prove a point in this northern derby. 
An interesting tale awaits. 

A further fascinating fixture awaits 
between the newly promoted St Al- 
bans Saints (VPL) - an outfit strug- 
gling with confidence and mobility 
and Ballarat Red Devils (State 2) 
- whom have played some brilliant 


football in the cup, recently defeat- 
ing State One representative Gee- 
long Warriors in an absorbing con- 
test. Given Ballarat’s tendency to 
play well against higher league op- 
position, the Red Devils will fancy 
their chances against a vulnerable 
St Albans. Don’t be surprised if the 
underdog claims bragging rights. 
An additional stimulating fixture 
will take place between former NSL 
and VPL giants Sunshine George 
Cross (State 1) - a club who have 
developed and nurtured exceptional 
talent in the vein of recently retired 
Kevin Muscat and defending VPL 
champions Green Gully Cavaliers- 
who can bolster the honour of as- 
sisting the development of Roddy 
Vargas. Whilst both outfits are 
seemingly acquiring slower than 
expected starts in their respective 
leagues, both clubs will be seeking 
redemption. This fixture may well 
go into extra time, expect a close 
encounter. 
The cup hallucination will continue 
for the solitary Provisional League 
outfit as North Sunshine Eagles 
(Prov 1) take on Victorian power- 
house Melbourne Knights (VPL). 
Following a remarkable display 
in the last round- triumphing 2-1 
against recently relegated Altona 
Magic (State 1), the Eagles will be 
living in wonderland when they face 
a club in the calibre of the Knights. 
In a fixture which is expected to be 
one sided, the Knights should prog- 
ress with little difficulty. Can the 
Eagles prove their doubters wrong 
once again? 
The battle which pits top of the VPL 
table Oakleigh Cannons against 


counter-part Pascoe Vale (State 1) 
will embroil a sense of elation and 
excitement to the fifth round. The 
Cannons have been playing some 
spectacular football of late and will 
front into this fixture with every 
confidence of proceeding to the 
next round. On the other hand, Pas- 
coe Vale is a different tale. Strug- 
gling for consistency within their 
game and points in their respective 
league, a cup tie like this could 
bring out their best. 

The allure of cup football will 
be present when the Dandenong 
derby comes into fulfilment. Dan- 
denong City (State 2) will have the 
ambitious assignment of playing 
big brothers Dandenong Thun- 
der (VPL) in an encounter which 
will represent the winner of the 
southern region. Given their status 
within the Victorian football pyra- 
mid, Thunder will be expected to 
triumph on this occasion. However, 
derby showdowns can always bring 
about surprising results, City will 
be determined to let their name be 
known by knocking off their VPL 
counter-part. Watch this match with 
anticipation. 


In other matches, the City battle 
between Hume (VPL) and Mo- 
reland (State 2) will take place, 
Southern Stars (VPL) have the task 
of facing Bentleigh Greens (VPL), 
Whittleseas Zebras (State 1) will 
encounter Clifton Hill (State 2) and 
Springvale White Eagles (VPL) 
will play the winner of Malvern 
City (State 2) and Fortuna 60 (Re- 
gional). 


Aruta 


By Michal Skrodsky 


This week has seen the Arafura 
Games take place in Darwin and 
with these Games came a great 
football tournament. 

The Arafura Games takes place ev- 
ery two years and is always held by 
Darwin, the game has three funda- 
mental principles: emerging champi- 
ons, sporting neighbours and sharing 
knowledge. So in that saying you can 
see that these games are more about 
up and coming athletes from the near 
by countries in the Asia-Pacific re- 
gion but everyone of any age and na- 
tionality is allowed to enter. The foot- 
ball tournament had 7 teams split into 
2 groups, the winners of each group 
would play off in the final and 2nd 
place of each group would meet for 
bronze. In Group A there was Darwin, 
Alice Springs, Kupang (capital city 
of West Timor, Indonesia) and Timor 
Leste. Group B had Aceh, Macau and 
Borroloola (a small town of about 
700 people (majority indigenous) 
over 1000km east of Darwin). Last 
Arafura Games in 2007 it was Timor 
Leste who took home the gold after a 
3-0 win over Aceh in the final. 


The Opening Ceremony was held on 
Saturday the 7th of May and Sunday 
the football kicked-off with some 
huge games. The first game was be- 


tween Aceh and Macau, a crunch 
game early on seeing as both teams 
would probably beat Borroloola 
hence this match was to see who will 
make the gold medal game, and the 
game ended in a 1-1 stalemate. 

Later on Darwin took on Alice 
Springs, this match had a lot of local 
attention, there were reports in the 
paper and even on commercial radio 
there were adverts for the game. Dar- 
win were too strong for their fellow 
Northern Territorians and won 4-0. 
The third match of the day saw two 
other local rivals go head to head, 
Kupang took on defending champi- 
ons Timor Leste, but it was Kupang 
who took the win with a 3-0 score- 
line. 

The next day saw a the hosts, Dar- 
win, get over Timor Leste 3-2 and 
end their title defence after only 2 
games. In the second game of the day 
Kupang got over Alice Springs 3-2. 
On Tuesday there was only one match 
scheduled, Macau vs Borroloola. 
Needless to say Macau were hot fa- 
vourites but unthinkably it was Bor- 
roloola who opened the scoring early 
on. Macau then mananged to equalise 
minutes later and from the it was a 
slaughter, at the final whistle it was 
11-1 in favour of Macau. Wednesday 
saw the last round of Group A, Timor 
Leste defeated Alice Springs 3-2 but 
all eyes were on the second match 


takes place in Dreamland 


Medal prestentation at the Arufa Games with Darwin, Aceh & Macau 


between Darwin and Kupang as this 
was to see who would top the group 
and play in the Gold Medal Match. 
After a thrilling 90 minutes the hosts 

scrapped over the line with a 3-2 
scoreline. 

Thursday saw the final group game 
of Group B, Borroloola vs Aceh. The 
team from Indonesia needed to win 
by 11 goals or more to take top spot 
off Macau, and believe it or not they 
got there in a canter and won 19-1. 
So it was to be a Darwin vs Aceh fi- 


nal but before that match on Friday 
Macau took on Kupang for bronze. 
The match was very tight and no 
goals were scored in regulation time 
or extra time and went to penalties, 
Macau coming up on top. 


The final was played on Saturday 
(the last day of the games) at 1pm lo- 
cal time in the heat of the day, this 
was so as to make sure players and 
fans would have time to go home, 
have a shower and get to the Clos- 


ing Ceremony. The game was played 
at Larrakia Park, where all games 
were played, in front of about 1500 
fans with about a 50/50 split between 
Aceh and Darwin fans. 

The game was a contrast of styles, 
the Aceh team all came from the local 
Aceh league and tried to play a very 
South American style. The Acehnese 
were short, quick and nimble and 
very good technically but sometimes 
lacked in decision making and ex- 
ecution. In contrast the Darwin play- 
ers were quiet big (some around the 
waist too!), physical and played a 
very direct game. Both teams looked 
like majority players were under 21 
and the game was probably played 
at a State 2 level at best. Aceh were 
all over Darwin in the first half and 
the Acehnese fans were quiet loud 
and boisterous greating a great atmo- 
sphere. 

Calls came from the Darwin fans to 
drag their number 10 who was having 
a poor game, this upset the Darwin 
coach who turned around and unload- 
ed some abuse at his own fans! 

This reporter later over heard some 
fans chatting and according to them 
the number 10 is actually the coach’s 
son! 

Around the 30th minute mark the 
Darwin coach did take off the 10 to 
some loud sarcastic cheering from 
the home fans. This did change the 


match, Darwin were much more at- 
tacking and created some chances. 

The game looked like going to extra 
time but at the 70th minute mark the 
game exploded with a Darwin long 
shot smashing into the cross bar and 
a minute later Aceh had a shot bril- 
liantly saved by the Darwin keeper. 
Then in the 80th minute the Aceh 
fans were sent into reaptures when 
they managed to find the back of the 
net. A diagonal ball was played into 
the box which was brilliantly left by 
the main striker as the he knew there 
was a man all alone behind him, then 
his ball across the face of goal was 
tapped in by his team mate. 

Darwin looked for a late equaliser 
and were given a freekick on the egde 
of the box in injury time. The whole 
stadium was silent as the Darwin cus- 
todian lined up the freekick, he hit the 
ball and the Darwin fans went up but 
the ball agonisingly missed. 

The full time whistle was blown 
from the following goal kick and the 
Acehnese went wild. That ended a 
great action packed Arafura Games 
football tournament which was well 
attended all week long. Congratula- 
tions to all teams participating and 
Football NT for a well organised 
tournament. 


For more info on the games visit: 
http://www. arafuragames.nt.gov.au/ 
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— TSIGAN’S TSIGAR 


Tsigan Rolls One Up from the Central Coast! 


With Mike Lilikakis 


The Germans perfected 
steel back in the early 
1900’s. How awesome 
was that? 

Now that I have your at- 
tention, shut up and stop 
talking Krupp. F.A Cup? 
Are you for real? That 
was probably the most 
boring game I ever saw. I 
had such expectation and 
wonder from two teams 
which accumatively are 
worth nearly a billion 
ponds. Yep Ponds, not 
pounds. As far as I’m 
concerned they belong in 
the swamp. What a rip. I 
stayed up to listen to Les 
‘Godfather’ Murray and 
Fozzie the Bear yap on 
about THIS GAME? Och 
aman, il definately picked 
the wrong week to stop 


sniffing glue. 


And while we’re at it, 
guess the foot’s on the 
other hand now, isn’t 

it? And what about an 
airplane? Oh sure, its a 
big, pretty, white hunk 
of metal with red or 

blue stripes, curtains in 
the window and a few 
wheels and a couple of 
wings, but that’s not 
important right now... 
did ya ever hang around 
a gymnasium?...do you 
like movies about gladia- 
tors?...have you ever been 
in a Turkish prison? have 
you ever seen a grown 
man naked? These are 
the haaaard questions you 
really should be asking 
yourself, mate. For ex- 
ample, how do you make 
a Vennetian blind? Stick 
your fingers in his eyes... 
What’s that? You tried 
your best and you failed 
miserably? It’s obvious 
then, isn’t it? The lesson 
is ‘never try’. As Yoda 


said, DO or Do not... 
NEVER TRY... You were 
married by a judge’... 
well, good for you. You 
should have asked for a 
jury. By all means marry; 
if you get a good wife, 
you'll become happy; if 
you get a bad one, you'll 
become a philosopher...or 
a politician. 


When I stepped down 
from totalitarian rule 
over my empire, I was 
asked why I gave away 
all my assets, properties, 
cash and investments. 
It’s simple mate. The 
best thing about being 
poor is that when you are 
seventy your children will 
not have declared you 
legally insane in order 


to gain control of your 
estate. LEGALLY, that is. 
Always keep ‘em guess- 
ing I say. Shotgun, porch, 
spitoon, rocking chair and 
Granny Pucket. Like I 
told the last journo, “Ask 
me no questions, and I’ 11 
tell you no lies.” Socrates 
once said, “Children 
nowadays are tyrants. 
They contradict their par- 
ents, gobble their food, 
and tyrannise their teach- 
ers.” And that was 2,500 


years ago. Not much has 
changed, aye? Clothes 
make the man. Naked 
people have little or no 
influence on society... 
well, unless you’re Rich- 
ard Brand. I was asked 
the other day what I 
thought of critics. Critics 
are like eunuchs in a ha- 
rem; they know how it’s 
done, they’ve seen it done 
every day, but they’re un- 
able to do it themselves. 
Good judgment comes 
from experience, and a lot 
of that comes from bad 
judgment... 


But don’t be fooled, pleb. 
My lack of education is 
more than compensated 
for by my keenly devel- 
oped moral bankruptcy. 
You see, once upon 

a thyme and oregano 

I made an important 
discovery...that alco- 
hol, taken in sufficient 
quantities, produces all 
the effects of intoxica- 
tion. Then, I started to 
feel sorry for people who 
didn’t drink. When they 
woke up in the morning 
that’s as good as they’re 
going to feel all day...it 
made me realise, that I 
should exercise extreme 
self-control. I never 
drunk anything stronger 
than gin before breakfast. 
I have taken more out 

of alcohol than alcohol 
has taken out of me....I 
think. But then again, I 
can’t think. What did you 
say? Who are you? How 
did you get my number? 
No, I have never let my 
schooling interfere with 


my education.....No, I 
have never taken any 
exercise, except sleeping 
and resting....No, I have 
nothing to declare except 
my genius. WHAT? No 
mate, I love being mar- 
ried. It’s so great to find 
that one special person 
you want to annoy for 
the rest of your life.... 
One thing I have learnt 
though, is that here’s no 
such thing as a soul. It’s 
just something they made 
up to scare kids, like the 
boogeyman or Michael 
Jackson. 


AND NOW...HERE’s the 
unparalleled, Ms. Claudia 
Cortizo; 

“Now that the Royal 
Wedding is over, I won- 
der what to make of this 
mass interest in the UK 
Monarchy and the need 
for money to maintain 
their lifestyle seems insa- 
tiable. 

How many people 

truly understand what 

the implications are for 
continuing the monarchy 
into this new century and 
beyond. It’s estimated 
that the Royal family 
cost Britain 58.2 Million 


$Au in 2010. When you 
think that this money 
supports the lifestyle of a 
small family one wonders 
how long this unsustain- 
able ideology can last in 
today’s world of strug- 
gling economies, inflation 
and poverty. 800 servants 
in Buckingham Palace 
alone. I wonder why we 
should even care about 
their lives and sit like 
voyeurs in front of our tv 
screens waqtching their 
lives unfold? I think as 
Australians the feelings 
are still mixed about the 
Royal entourage. Many 
where happy when we 
pulled down Elizabeth’s 
portrait from our school 
cafeterias but there she 
sits on our coins, her 
eternal profile never look- 
ing at us in the eye. The 
queen has a substantial- 
portfolio of international 
and British investment 
companies which gener- 
ates an enormous amount 
of profits for her. This 
leads me to pose the next 
question and that is “How 
many of these companies 
are ethical?” Some would 
argue that pillage and 
slavery are still part of 
the royal families way of 
life. International compa- 
nies, such as British Gas, 
change their names to say 
“Queensland Gas Com- 
pany’ or Q.G.C. and bring 
their corrupt destructive 
practises to this com- 
monwealth and exploit 
our people and our land. I 
find the lies, misinforma- 
tion and political back- 
handing to be scandalous 
but the reality is that at 
the end of day its happen- 
ing because our politi- 
cians have unanimously 


supported this corrupt 
exploitation and until we 
tell them no...it’s all there 
for their taking.” 


Well plebs, that’s it for 
another week. I have 
more on my plate than 
the Sizzler’s Buffet could 
possible allow me to have 
in a single sitting. 
Remember to forget, that 
in reality, the ideal form 
of government is democ- 
racy tempered with assas- 
sination.The light at the 
end of the tunnel is just 
the light of an oncom- 
ing train. The male is a 
domestic animal which, 
if treated with firmness 
and kindness, can be 
trained to do most things. 
WOOF! The more I 

see of football support- 
ers dressed in black and 
white, the more I like 
dogs. The more I see of 
the moneyed classes, the 
more I understand the 
guillotine. The minute 
that you read something 
that you can’t understand, 
you can almost be sure it 
was drawn up by a lawyet 
and the only difference 
between doctors and 
lawyers is that lawyers 
merely rob you, whereas 
doctors rob you and kill 
you, too... AND DON’T 
GET ME STARTED ON 
DENTISTS! 


R.S.V.P 

D.LY 

F.R.O.G 

Tsigan UTD FC 


The World Game 
Ole! Barcelona crowned 


Campeones of Espana 


ia 


BARCELONA claimed their 21st 
(in total) and their 3rd successive 
Spanish La Liga title with 1-all 
draw away to Levante UD. The 
Spanish Champions, fielded a 
close to full strength team, with 
only noticable absentees being 
Carles Puyol in defense, and An- 
dres Iniesta in midfield. The pair 
have been on-again off-again in- 
jury casualties for Barcelona this 
season, and no doubt will be well 
rested prior to the Uefa Champi- 
ons League Final against Man- 
chester United in two weeks time. 

Mali International midfielder Sey- 
dou Keita put Barcelona into a 28th 
minute lead with a perfectly directed 
headed goal at the far top corner, 
giving Levante’s Uruguayan goal- 
keeper Gustavo Manua no chance in 
goal. Keita finished off a move set 
up by Barca and Spanish midfielder 
Xavi Hernandez, who accurately 
chipped the ball into Keita’s direc- 
tion from long range. 

Just as it seemed Barcelona would 
kick back into cruise control, Le- 
vante’s Ecuadorian International Fe- 
lipe Caicedo, currently on-loan from 
Manchester City, capitalised on the 
successive schoolboy errors by Bar- 
celona’s defender Gerrard Piquet 
and goalkeeper Victor Valdes. First 
off Piquet had a fresh air clearance 
of a ball in no apparent danger fol- 
lowed up by Valdes’ flash of stupid- 
ity, who in the penalty area seeming- 
ly forgot he was a goalkeeper, trying 
to control the stray ball instead of 
catching it. Caicedo easily robbed 
Valdes of the ball and slotted it into 
the empty Barcelona goal. The look 
on Barcelona’s Coach Pep Guardi- 


Barcelona celebrates winning an enthralling La Liga title race thanks to an away draw with Levante midweek. 


ola’s face, was clearly not a look of 
approval, and with competition for 
places leading into the Champions 
League Final, former Manchester 
United defender Gerard Pique could 
be at risk of the chop. Pique has 
made his own headlines of late, with 
a celebrity romantic match-up with 
World Famous Pop Singer Shakira, 
not the sort of distraction Guardiola 
will welcome. 

Much to be expected, Barcelona 
dominated possession by a factor of 
78 to 22 at the fulltime whistle and 
had most of the second half chances, 
but simply could not finish off Le- 
vante. Widely regarded as the best 
player in the world, Lionel Messi, 
sprung to life in the second half, 


finding space around the outside of 
the Levante penalty box, twice fir- 
ing just wide of the Levante goal, 
and once hitting the post. Messi’s 
less than fortunate luck in hitting the 
target, will probably allow Real Ma- 
drid’s Ronaldo to claim the La Liga 
“Pichichi” (top goal scorer award - 
named after Athletic Bilbao player, 
Rafael Moreno “Pichichi’’). 
Ronaldo scored a hattrick (his 7th 
goal in 2 games) in his side’s 4-0 
win over struggling Getafe. Ronal- 
do has 36 La Liga goals this season, 
Messi has 31. 

After the match, Lionel Messi had 
the following to say; “I’m very hap- 
py because it’s been a very tough 
title. It’s taken a lot of hard work to 


be champions and more so against a 
great rival like Real Madrid. 
Now we have to enjoy it...” 


La Liga Midweek Results; 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2011 
Almeria 0-0 Villarreal 

Levante 1-1 Barcelona 

Real Sociedad 2-1 Real Zaragoza 
Espanyol 2-2 Valencia 

Hercules 2-2 Mallorca 

Osasuna 3-2 Sevilla FC 


TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2011 
Deportivo LC 2-1 Athletic Bilbao 
Malaga 2-0 Sporting Gijon 

R Santander 2-1 Atlético Madrid 
Real Madrid 4-0 Getafe 


Fajliga 


P GD Pts 
1 Barcelona 36) 7292 
2 Real Madrid 36 60 86 
3 Valencia 36 18 67 
4 Villarreal 36 13 62 
5 Athletic Bilbao 36 3 54 
6 Sevilla 36 -2 62 
7 Atletico Madrid SOMmTOe 
8 Espanyol 36-7 49 
9 Racing 36 -13 46 
10 Malaga 36 -12 45 
11 Mallorca 36 -12 44 
12 Levante 36 -10 44 
13 Real Sociedad 36 -15 44 
14 Osasuna 36 «(0 44 
15 Sporting Gijon 36-8 43 
16 Deportivo 36 -14 42 
17 Getafe 36 -13 40 
18 Real Zaragoza 36 -15 39 
19 Hercules 36 -23 34 
20 Almeria 36 -29 27 


SHORT PASSES 


SFC strengthens defensive stocks 
with addition of Jamie Coyne 
Sydney FC has further strengthened 
its defensive stocks with the signing 
of defender Jamie Coyne for the 
2011/12 and 2012/13 Hyundai A- 
League seasons. 

The addition of the 100-plus 
A-League capped Coyne follows 

the acquisition of Socceroos central 
defender Michael Beauchamp by the 
Sky Blues two weeks ago. 


Scottish football giants to play 
Perth Glory FC 

Perth Glory Football Club is excited 
to announce it will play a pre-season 
friendly against Scottish Football 
League giants Celtic FC at NIB 
Stadium on Saturday 9 July 2011, 
subject to FFA sanction. 


Mariners create links with hummel 
Central Coast Mariners and hummel 
Australia confirm that the Denmark- 
based sports clothing manufac- 
turer will provide the club’s apparel, 
including playing strips, for the next 
two seasons. 


Phoenix Sign Lucas Pantelis 
Wellington Phoenix head coach 
Ricki Herbert confirmed that the club 
had secured the services of Adelaide 
United midfielder Lucas Pantelis for 
the coming season. 

Pantelis, 29, has signed a two-year 
contract and will arrive in Wellington 
next month, Herbert said he was 
delighted to sign a player who has 
made 101 A-League appearances 
for Adelaide United. 


Balkan 


Yugoslav football was once a great 
art, with fantastic matches, excel- 
lent players, well respected man- 
agers and fans which were once 
considered some of the best in the 
world. Almost every game was 
watched without an empty seat in 
the stands, to the extent that some 
fans had to sneak in. 

Since the break up of Yugoslavia and 
the fall of communism, it’s nothing 
more than a game in which certain 
people dictate the outcome. In Serbia 
it all began when Red Star Belgrade 
and all the other clubs in the country 
were not allowed to participate in Eu- 
ropean competitions due to the sanc- 
tions imposed on the nation. In 1997 
a club called Obilic managed to win 
the Yugoslav League. The club were 
rank outsiders and played in the lower 
leagues of Serbian football only a few 
years earlier but it was also the club 
owned by Zeljko Raznatovic ‘Arkan’ 
a well known criminal in the Balkans. 
Arkan invested his dirty money into 
the club and pressured players to sign 
for Obilic, he also pressured officials 
to give his side an advantage in league 
matches. 

Arkan was just the start of what was 
to come in Serbian football. In recent 
years the quality of football has fallen 
to a degree that most people would 
rather watch a Mexican ‘telenovela’ 
then go to the stands to support their 
team. 

The Serbian FA stands behind the fall 
of the game in Serbia and should take 
full responsibility for the way they 
have hurt this beautiful game in a re- 
gion known for its passionate support 
for sport. The country’s national gov- 


erning body has been accused of brib- 
ing players and officials into match 
fixing. In the last few months former 
Yugoslav national team players Savo 
Milosevic and Boban Dmitrovic ac- 
cused the federation of corruption and 
match fixing. 

“T have previously been approached 
by Serbian FA officials to fix a match 
in favour of Partizan.” Former Borac 
Cacak and Yugoslav International 
Boban Dmitrovic said with intent to 
prove the accusations. 

Savo Milosevic is the record holder 
for most matches played for Serbia 
and is second on the all time best 
national team goal scorer list. Since 
retiring he has looked to establish 
himself as a football administrator 
and challenged Partizan officials for 
the Presidential race which he lost. 
He has since been accused of target- 
ing the club and the FA. 

“As a young player I didn’t feel any 
pressure and no one asked for my 
services. Today it’s impossible to fool 
me in believing the matches in Ser- 
bia are not fixed, I see everything on 
the pitch! Europe sees this and they 
have given us a clear signal. Not even 
one Betting agency has the Serbian 
League on its list,” Milosevic said to 
Blic newspaper. 

Milosevic has subsequently been sued 
by the Serbian FA for his accusations 
and the court proceedings will be un- 
der way soon. 


Tomislav Karadzic is the President 
of the Serbian FA, he is a Serbian 
businessman that has been involved 
in football for what seems like an 
eternity. 

He was even the President of FK Par- 
tizan a few years ago before becoming 
the Serbian FA President. Karadzic is 
a hated figure in Serbia by all who 
love sport and strive to improve the 
state of Serbian football. Since being 
the President, he’s sacked Radomir 
Antic for no apparent reason. He says 
it’s because the national side failed to 
beat Slovenia in Euro 2012 Qualify- 


Main pic: Buturovic. 


Right: Tomislav Karadzic 


ing and because of the poor World 
Cup campaign but the real reason is 
financial — and Antic’s intelligence. 
Antic had signed a new contract 
just before the World Cup in which 
his payments would be doubled fol- 
lowing the World Cup. Serbia failed 
to progress past the Group Stages in 
South Africa and because of that a 
lot of money Karadzic thought his 
Federation would receive for passage 
into the knockout stages was lost. 
Karadzic started a campaign against 
Antic and did his uttermost to get the 
well respected internationally known 
manager sacked. He even offered An- 
tic a new contract in which he would 
receive a 50% pay cut. Antic accepted 
and was then sacked following the 
draw to Slovenia. 

Karadzic appointed a new manager 
and of course the new manager was 
going to be a cheap solution. The 
Serbian FA is not running Serbian 
football the way most federations 
are meant to be. They officials in the 


Serbian FA lead by Karadzic are all 
old men who have been involved in 
he business side of football in Serbia 
for decades and in that time they have 
done nothing to raise the level of per- 
formance and bring fans to stadiums, 
hey have in fact done the complete 
opposite as long as they get their 
share of the money. 

Only recently Milovan Djoric lead 
he Serbia U17s to a disappointing 
last place at the Euro U17 Champi- 
onships which were held in Serbia. 
Djoric has been a member of the Ser- 
bian FA for decades and his last job 
as a manager was in 2001 when he 
took charge of the Yugoslav national 
team and managed to lose at home to 
Russia and draw at home to Slovenia 
which cost the team a spot in the 2002 
World Cup. What has Djoric done to 
be manager of the U17s? After Ser- 
bia’s exit in the tournament Djoric 
blamed the players for their poor 
performances and asked of the clubs 
they play for to not include them in 


the remaining matches of the season. 
Is this professional behaviour for a 
manager of a youth side? A manager 
which should motivate his players in 
these early years of development. 


The Serbian Cup Final was a great 
example of how the FA is ruining 
the sport in the country. 

Vojvodina, a great traditional and 
one of the oldest clubs in the coun- 
try, took on FK Partizan — a club that 
has won three consecutive League 
titles (mainly thanks to refereeing 
decisions in which rival clubs have 
been cheated and Partizan have been 
helped to a large extent). Vojvodina 
beat Partizan in the last three matches 
they played, with Partizan failing to 
score. The referee was Mr. Veselinovic 
(apparently the best ref in the nation) 
who took charge of three matches in 
the league which featured Partizan 
and, of course, they won all three. 
He also took charge of three matches 


with Vojvodina in which they lost 
all three! With the scores at 1:1 Ve- 
selinovic awarded Partizan a penalty 
with a very controversial decision as 
it was apparent to all that Prince Ta- 
goe dived. Partizan then scored and 
took the lead once again. A few min- 
utes later Vojvodina were denied an 
equaliser in which Veselinovic inter- 
preted a foul made by the goalscorer, 
whose shirt was in fact being pulled 
by a Partizan player. 

To add salt to the fresh wound, only 
moments later a certain penalty was 
not given to Vojvodina. This sparked 
an outcry of fury by the Vojvodina 
players and staff. The match was in 
disarray and the Vojvodina players 
started walking off the pitch, most of 
them towards their fans and asked for 
their advice if they should continue 
the match. Amongst the fans was 
Vojvodina President the controversial 
Ratko Buturovic a Novi Sad business- 
man who has transformed Vojvodina 
into a competitive outfit since taking 
over. He’s spent a lot of time in re- 
structuring the club and has brought 
in some excellent players. 

“What a bad day! The referee had bad 
intentions and that’s not coincidental! 
When everything that happened, hap- 
pened I saw the revolt on the players, 
who didn’t know whether to continue 
playing or to go to the change rooms 
and cry, I intended to get in contact 
with them but Veselinovic blew for 
full time instantly.” A furious Ratko 
Buturovic said following the match. 
Partizan was presented with the Cup 
—a Cup which was won shamefully 
but that doesn’t seem to bother them 
or their fans. Serbian football died a 
little more following these incidents 
and one has to ask when will it ever 
change? What must be done? Will 
Serbian football ever be as good and 
clean as it was? 

The only thing you can do is look 
back at the golden moments this na- 
tion has seen in the beautiful game of 
football and hope this nightmare ends 
sooner than later. 


Terrace) Talk 


Win yourself a Goal! Weekly subscription by spotting yourself in the crowd! 


All you need to do to claim your prize is send us a message on our GW Facebook 
page and tell us if that’s you circled in the picture - it’s that easy! 


The Melbourne Knights recently defeated Keilor Park in a mid-week Mirabella Cup 
match. Melinda Cimera was on hand to capture the action that chilly night and took 
a picture of the famous Somers Street scoreboard trumpeting the triumph. 


If that’s you in circled in the picture above, send us a message on our Facebook 
page or drop us an email at news@goalweekly.com so you can win your prize. 


You’ve got until noon this Friday to claim your prize. Good luck! 


Dear GW, 


I buy your newspaper every 
week and I am a retired referee 
(1970-1986). I became a ref after 
coming to this country from 
north west England. I played the 
game back home, and my late fa- 
ther played for Scotland school- 
boys. The reason | am writing is 
I because I read Craig MacKen- 
zie’s report on page 3 regarding 
the Dandenong Thunder farce of 
a couple of weeks ago. 

I ask the question, what have 

the players and coach done to 
deserve the points deduction? 
It’s a setback for all of them, and 
it should be the club officials 
who should be kicked out of the 
club instead. 

All referees make mistakes, but 
no one should abuse them in that 
manner. 

I can tell you a story from my 
time in the game. Back in the 


mailbag @ goalweekly.com 


1970s my son John Gardner, 
who is now 52 years old, was a 
junior referee and was in charge 
of an Under 13s cup semi final 
at Dendy park, Brighton. If! 
remember right it was between 
Box Hill and Karingal. The of- 
ficial linesman who was the son 
of the late referee’s chairman, 
Mr Bob Randall, the linesman 
had a hard job as he was getting 
abused by one Karingal sup- 
porter, who turned out to be the 
father of a Karingal player. 

At half-time he had a go at the 
linesman and my son as they 
walked off the pitch, and head- 
butted my son. My son was 
only 15 years old at the time, 
and even though his nose bled, 
still managed to finish the game. 
The father took off in his car but 
someone got his licence plate 
number and on advice from Bob 
Randall we took the guy to court 
after the police arrested him in 


his home. 

The court case was at Moorab- 
bin and he was found guilty and 
fined $300 and told to keep away 
from soccer for the rest of the 
season. But the Karingal club 
went a step further and banned 
the father for life from the club. 
In my opinion, that’s what Dan- 
denong Thunder should do with 
the two idiots that have caused 
all this recent trouble. The game 
and the club doesn’t need people 
like them around and should 
realise that they are doing the 
club more harm than good. 

So after writing all that, I do 
wish the Dandenong Thunder 
all the best for the rest of the 
season. 

Keep up the good work in GW. 


All the best, 
D.Gardner 
Hampton Park 


Trlé KATSA 


Call me old fashioned, but it 
just isn’t right that there are Eng- 
lish Premier League matches on 
F.A. Cup Final day. Disappoint- 
ing that the Cup has lost so much 
of it’s lustre that it is no longer a 
stand alone matchday. Younger 
generations may not know, but 
before SBS and pay tv and inter- 
net streaming, the FA Cup Final 
was the one football match shown 
live in this country every year. In 
the 1950’s the films of the Cup 
Finals would eventually arrive on 
our shores to be viewed in special 
screenings for the local football 
community. It’s sad to see it lose 
it’s significance so much. 

As it was, it was a League and 
Cup Double for Manchester on 
the day, with United winning the 
League and City taking the Cup. 
City have finally gotten some sil- 
verware, but at price which could 
have seen them buy more than a 
few Stanley Rogers cutlery sets. 

Did Craig Foster really tweet 
“Yaya you have saved the football 
world” during the game on Satur- 
day night? Sidchrome don’t make 
a bigger tool that this guy. 

0-6, 1-3, 0-6 and 0-5. The last 
four scorelines of VTC Football 
games in the AVPL. For them, the 
transfer window can only really 
weaken rather than improve the 
squad so what lies ahead in the 
second half of the season? Their 
presence has made a mockery of 
the competition, it just remains to 
be seen as to how much of a joke 


Victory could do worse... 


the situation becomes. 

I hope no one was spitting mad 
when the lights went out at George 
Andrews Reserve on Saturday 
night. With Dandenong Thunder’s 
appeal against the FFV’s four 
games behind closed doors pun- 
ishment still taking place, some 
people may have been in the dark 
as to whether the game would be 
open to the public. If they turned 
up, after twenty minutes they were 
literally in the dark. 

What do the regulations say 
about abandoned games this year? 
There are that many different prec- 
edents over the years it gets very 
confusing. Hopefully the game is 
replayed well before the end of 


the season to avoid anyone hay- 
ing to play three times in a week 
before the Finals. It looks like be- 
ing a very wet and cold winter, so 
expect a few abandonments/post- 
ponements due to waterlogged 
pitches as well as the obligatory 
floodlight failures. 

Now that Melbourne Victory 
are out of the Asian Champions 
League it is time for them to se- 
lect a new coach. They will have 
a bit of work to do to catch up to 
the likes of Brisbane Roar next 
season, and need to start soon. It’s 
taken longer to find a replacement 
for Ernie Merrick than it took to 
replace Charlie Sheen on Two and 
a Half Men. 


Another interesting week in 
Football where... 


The Scorer filled his tank up and 
ventured down the South East, 
where the wicket of Springvale 
White Eagles Coach, Zlatko Mi- 
hajlovic fell. 


The White Eagles conceded 15 
goals in their last 2 matches, 
and the 9 unanswered copped 
at Heidelberg last weekend 
certainly did Zlatko’s cause no 
favours. 


Over to the UK we go, where 
Sir Alex added another trophy 
to the cabinet. 

Manchester was abuzz with the 
Shirley Valentines that live their 
treating their Other Halves to 
Steak and Chips, a delicacy usu- 
ally served on a Tuesday. 

Next stop for Man U is their 
Champions League Final, many 
are hoping they secure a Happy 
End, more though are wishing 
they don’t, especially Liverpool 
supporters. 

And at the other side of Man- 
chester, rivals Manchester City 
picked up their first trophy in 35 
years, and the Mr Sheen came 
out to clean the trophy cabinet, 
as well as a locksmith being 
called in to actually open the 
door, as the key hasn’t been seen 


for years. 

I did try and watch their encoun- 
ter against Stoke, but I found 
this match about as interesting 
as watching Jillian Gillard’s per- 
formances in Parliament. 


Speaking of Liverpool, Kenny 
Dalglish has signed a 3 Year 
deal, a move welcomed by their 
fans, after he turned this Season 
around for them. 


Over to the Thunderdome we 
go, where it was Lights Out, 
Nobody’s Home, in their match 
against the Melbourne Knights, 
as brightness turned to darkness 
in the 20th minute. 

We now await the House Of 
Darebin’s ruling as to when this 
match will be replayed, how- 
ever this early finish gave the 
Opa Opa Thunder Boys the op- 
portunity to visit their night time 
venues a touch earlier. 


Melbourne Victory caretaker 
Coach Mehmet Durakovic is 
hoping that his recent efforts in 
the Asia Cup will be enough to 
secure him the gig for next Sea- 
son. 

Applications for this job have 
come from near and far, and we 
now await the Board’s decision. 


South Melbourne are certainly 


doing it tough this year in the 
VPL, with recent results being 
less than favourable. 

With the Transfer Window 
Roller Door opening up this 
week, word around the traps 
is that they are spending big tc 
try and turn this around, witk 
the winners being the Pop Star: 
who are hearing the ‘Kching 
sound loudly. 


Upon reflection, I must have 
been born in the wrong era, as 
back in my day, anyone tha’ 
picked up $20 per game was 
laughing all the way to the Lo- 
cal Over 28’s. 


Then again, certain vices suck 
as J Walker and W N Field cer- 
tainly did not help my cause. 


Until next week. 


This is Katsa - Just as You’ve 
know him. 


THIS 1S FOOTBALL 


www. thisisfootball.com.au 


CLUB)KITISRECIALIST 
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Paul Wade 


With Roy Hay 


F ever a player got the ut- 
| out of his talents that 

was Paul Wade. He is the 
third most capped Socceroo 
behind Mark Schwarzer and 
Alex Tobin and captained the 
national team for six years. 
He had or developed the most 
astounding aerobic capacity and 
drove the midfield of club and 
national sides like the Energizer 
bunny. He allowed a generation 
of highly talented midfielders to 
flourish because he did the grunt 
work for them. Micky Petersen, 
Oscar Crino and Con Boutsianis 
were among those who benefited 
from Wade’s selfless running, 
tackling and short passing. He 
could always be a threat with 
his box-to-box runs and shots 


and he was lethal in the air in 
defence or attack. 

Paul Wade was born on 20 
March 1962 in Altrincham, 
Cheshire. His parents were 
from Barnsley in Yorkshire, but 
they moved to Lancashire when 
Paul was young and he grew 
up supporting Liverpool. His 
parents emigrated and he came 
to Dandenong in Victoria in 
October 1973, where he joined 
Dandenong City Under-11s. 
Then moved to Doveton juniors 
and went to Slavia in 1978. He 
made his senior debut under 
Harry Chalkitis in 1979. In 1981 
Wade transferred to Croydon 
City where Jimmy Rooney was 
playing. The Socceroo star put a 
stop to Wade’s drinking habits. 


geal 


Victoria’s Captain Socceroo 


He took Wade to Green Gully 
when he coached there in 1984. 
Wade won the Soccer Action 
NSL player of the year award 
and then moved to Brunswick 
United Juventus in 1985 fin- 
ishing second in the Southern 
Division. Wade scored the win- 
ning goals in both the semi-final 
against South Melbourne and 
in the final against Preston to 
win the Divisional title. Then 
Juventus won the two-leg inter- 
conference final to become Aus- 
tralian champion. 

Paul Wade was selected for 
Australia B by Frank Arok in 
1985 and gained his first full 
cap against Czechoslovakia in 
the 3-match series in 1986. He 
helped Australia qualify for the 
Olympic Games in Seoul and 
reach the final of the Bicenten- 
nial Cup against Brazil in 1988. 
By then Wade was at South 
Melbourne, having joined in 
1987. He was awarded the NSL 
Player of the Year title in 1988. 
He helped South Melbourne to 
become Australian champions 
in 1991 and league leader at 
the end of the home and away 
games in 1993. After eight years 


at South Melbourne he was ef- 
fectively discarded by the club 
and then forced to go on loan to 
Heidelberg United. He returned 
to South Melbourne in 1994- 
95, then transferred to Canberra 
Cosmos for two years. In all he 
played 345 games in the NSL 
and scored 53 goals. 

He had one of his finest hours 
in the latter stages of the qualifi- 
cation for the World Cup in the 
United States to be held in 1994. 
In the final qualifying match, 
Australia had to play Argentina 
over two legs, the first of which 
was to be played at home at the 
Sydney Football Stadium. Di- 
ego Maradona, who had been 
out of the game for some time, 
was prevailed upon to return to 
help Argentina get to the finals. 
So Paul Wade was given the job 
of marking one of the greatest 
players the world has ever seen 
and doing so without kicking the 
icon off the park. He did so very 
effectively and it really had noth- 
ing to do with his efforts, that the 
aging magician was able to con- 
jure up a goal for Abel Balbo, 
with a pin-point cross. Though 
Australia got on terms and then 


held Argentina goal-less in the 
away leg for an hour, a cruel de- 
flection resulted the only goal of 
the game to the home team. So 
Paul never got the chance to play 
on the greatest stage of all. 

Paul Wade played 115 games in 
all for Australia, and scored 11 
goals. He played in 84 A inter- 
nationals. He took part in quali- 
fication campaigns for 1990 
and 1994 World Cups. He was 
captain of the Socceroos for six 
years at a particularly difficult 
time, when half the team was 
playing in Europe and earning 
huge sums of money and the 
other half was in the National 
Soccer League on much, much 
less. The strains within the camp 
were considerable, and it is un- 
likely that anyone could have 
held this group together better 
than Wade. Reading his auto- 
biography all you will learn is 
about his mistakes and his na- 
ivety, but he did a marvelous 
job. I remember after a friendly 
match against England in 1991, 
the press conference was held 
in a tent outside the ground. The 
rest of the team was showered 
and dressed and in the bus wait- 


ing to go back to their hotel, and 
Paul Wade was still in his gear, 
his body wracked with cramp, 
continuing to answer the ques- 
tions of the English and Austra- 
lian media until everyone had 
finished. 

He received the Order of Aus- 
tralia Medal in January 1995 
for his services to the game and 
service to youth and community 
through the Anti-Smoking and 
Drug Offensive campaigns. He 
became media commentator and 
journalist and promoter of the 
game at all levels. He and Jane 
Oakley were the public faces o 
VSF promotional campaigns for 
several years. He battled epi- 
lepsy and now is inspirational 
speaker and runs a Skills for Life 
program. 

His autobiography, Paul Wade, 
Captain Socceroo, co-written 
with Kyle Patterson, is fear- 
somely honest, perhaps too hon- 
est for his own good. He has 
been an ornament to the game 
throughout his career, setting an 
example of team, club and coun- 
try before self that has set the 
standard for all his successors. 


Paul Wade marks Robbie Dunn in a 1987 National Soccer League match between South Melbourne and Melbourne Knights. lan Wallace (former Notts Forest and Coventry million 
pound man) and Bobby Russell watch from afar. Photo: Les Shorrock. Les Shorrock collection Deakin University Library. 
Inset: A young Paul Wade playing for Croydon City Arrows with lan Dobson in the background. Photo: Les Shorrock. Les Shorrock collection Deakin University Library. 
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Diego flies for Emirat 


oe 


Before going any further about 
the Boca-River derby played 
on the weekend, Diego Ar- 
mando Maradona was caught 
sleeping on a private jet by an 
amateur snapper. 

The Argentinean football great 
played a part of an invitation 
in Chechnya to inaugurate the 
opening of a new stadium and 
scored a superb free-kick. 

Not that it should be newswor- 
thy however, just to go down 
and see the ‘human’ side that a 
famous icon or celebrity has. He 
is just like you the reader, and I, 
the writer. That’s right amigos. 
A bit of change also in the format 
to this page. Just to spice things 
up a bit. Remember, follow us 
online for scores and updates 
on matches across the Americas 
especially with the Copa San- 
tander Libertadores well into the 
quarter-final stages. 

There’s also news of a different 
kind. It’s to do with the Middle 
East. Now little may that have 
to do with Latin America one 
thinks. Wrong. See, in Santiago 
de Chile for decades, club Pal- 
estino plays in the first division 
of professional football. This is 
just like in other countries with 
ethnic ties. It is run by the exiled 
Palestinian community. 

Day to day, the club continues 
to stretch its football ties with 
the Palestinian Football Fed- 
eration. Now the Santiago-based 
club from the southern suburb of 
La Cisterna will be participating 
in Bethlehem in an invitational 
tournament that will also count 
with the presence of FIFA presi- 
dent, Sepp Blatter. 

The Palestine tournament com- 
memorates 63 years since the 
Day of Catastrophe when thou- 
sands of Palestinians were dis- 
placed from their homelands. 

As we print, the Chilean side 
has flown with four first divi- 
sion players and the rest from its 
youth setup over in Bethlehem 


7 aE 


Diego Maradona, the former Argentina coach has signed in the Emirates league for Al Was! of Dubai on a 
two-year deal. 


Neymar held back by an Once Caldas marker as he waved his magic 


skills away last week in Manizales. Santos got a great first leg result in 
the only Brazilian hope for this year’s Libertadores. 


and are drawn in group A against 
local side Al Daheria. Today 
Monday, Palestino face Nania of 
Ghana and on Wednesday against 
Jordanian club Al Jazeera. 

A superb initiative in stretching 
football ties in a tournament that 
means a lot to the Palestinian 
people. As Palestino represent 
not just Chile but Latin America 
as a whole, the tournament also 
has teams from Mauritania, 
South Africa, Syria, Ghana, Sen- 
egal, Hungary amongst others 
and played across the nation in 
Jerusalem, Hebron, Bethlehem, 
Al Bireh, Jericho, Nablus and 
Jenin. 

Finally, Today there are more 
Venezuelan films in festivals get- 
ting world attention than ever 
before. 

There was a huge rally on the 
highway outside the capital 
Caracas in Venezuela. A pro- 
government crowd was about to 
clash with the opposition. Sud- 
denly, a football appeared and 
instead of the violent confronta- 
tion, a football match began. 

Over this month, the Spanish 
Film Festival showcases Herma- 
no, a film with a story and power. 
The film truly does not end after 
the credits roll, but it stays with 


the viewer who processes it for 
days afterward. 

Quoted from the director, “It is 
the story of two soccer loving 
brothers who live in the poor- 
est — and largest — slum in Latin 
America.” 

One brother has a plan how to 
break out for the barrio through 
football.) 

Venezuela was never a football 
(soccer) country. It identifies 
more with the Caribbean where 
the people prefer baseball. Ven- 
ezuela traditionally only pays 
attention to soccer once every 
four years during the World Cup 
which, of course, it has never 
won. 

Today their teams are playing 
better, not getting trounced at ev- 
ery game and this started a huge 
popular movement called “Vino 
Tinto” meaning Red Wine, 
named for the color of Venezu- 
ela’s uniform. 

Venezuela is also a country of 
tremendous political tensions 
and disagreements and for the 
last 10 years political confron- 
tation has defined the country 
within and outside its borders. 
E.g. in the U.S., people widely 
know of Chavez who handed 
Obama an important book about 


Latin America, ‘Open Veins”! 


Santos earned a crucial away 
win, while Pefiarol made the 
most of their home advan- 
tage as the Copa Libertadores 
quarter-finals got underway. 
Santos - now short favourites 
for the crown after the elimina- 
tion of several big-name clubs 
in the round-of-16 phase - put 
one foot in the semi-finals af- 
ter Alan Patrick’s 42nd-minute 
strike handed them a 1-0 win at 
Colombian outfit Once Caldas 
on Wednesday. 

Possessing several bright young 
stars - including heavily courted 
duo Neymar and Ganso - it was 
another prospect in winger Alan 
Patrick who made the biggest 
impact at the Colombian cham- 
pions’ Estadio Palogrande with 
the only goal of the game. 
Controlling Neymar’s pass as 
he made his way into the pen- 
alty area unattended, the Brazil 
Under-20 representative made 
no mistake with his right boot to 
put Santos in front. 

Once Caldas’ attempts to reply 
were not helped by a second yel- 
low card to Elke Calle in the 59th 


minute, ensuring the defender 
with miss the second leg in Bra- 
zil next Wednesday. 

Uruguayan champions Pefiarol 
made their home advantage 
count in a 2-0 win over Chilean 
outfit Universidad Catolica at the 
mighty and fearful Centenario 
stadium. 

Strike duo Juan Manuel Olivera 
and Alejandro Martinuccio did 
the damage for Pefarol, scor- 
ing in the 37th and 90th minute 
respectively to hand their side 
a sound advantage heading into 
the second leg. 

Despite on-loan Boca Juniors 
forward Lucas Pratto leading the 
line - having scored six goals al- 
ready in the competition - Catdli- 
ca drew a blank and must now 
overturn the deficit in Santiago 
on Wednesday. 

In the other two quarter-final 
ties, held last Thursday, Ar- 
gentina Primera Division outfit 
Vélez Sarsfield were at “home” 
to Paraguayan club Libertad in 
Buenos Aires playing at another 
stadium due to a ban from crowd 
trouble and Mexican side Jag- 
uares hosted Paraguayan club 
Cerro Portefio. 

Vélez Sarsfield romped to a 3-0 
win in their Copa Libertadores 


tie with Paraguay’s Libertad on 
Thursday. Maximiliano Moralez 
opened the scoring for the hosts 
after 21 minutes, but they had 
to wait until the 76th minute 
to double their lead when Juan 
Martinez converted from the 
penalty spot. 

Martinez scored a second five 
minutes later to hand the Argen- 
tines a handy buffer heading into 
the second leg in Paraguay next 
week. 

The other Paraguayan outfit - 
Cerro Portefio - played out a 1-1 
draw with Mexican club Jag- 
uares in their quarter-final first- 
leg clash at Mexico’s Estadio 
Zoque VMR. Great result for the 
“ciclon”. 

Jonathan Fabbro fired the visi- 

tors ahead in the 73rd minute, 
but England-born striker Antonio 
Pedroza was on hand in stoppage 
time to fire home what could be a 
crucial leveller ahead of the sec- 
ond leg this week. 
Follow us online for results and 
wrap-ups of the clasico between 
Boca Juniors and River Plate, 
plus overnight action from across 
the continent including the Chil- 
ean derby between Universidad 
Catdlica and Universidad de 
Chile. 


Latin 


Rohan Jones is a writer, 
graduated from the Victo- 
rian College of Arts at the 
University of Melbourne. 
He met Marcel Rasquin, 
a Venezuelan filmmaker. 
Hermano means brother 
by the way, in Spanish. 
Goal! Weekly has the ex- 
clusive. 


When football meets film, it 
can be a flop or very power- 
ful. Hermano/Brother is so 
real, it not only forms a part 
of the Spanish Film Festival 
currently screening across 
the nation and in Auckland, 
New Zealand. It is also eli- 
gible for a nomination for 
an Academy Award. 


Funded by Film Victoria, the 


football flick fiesta! 
HERMANO 


la pelicula de Marcel Rasquin 


film was shot on location in 
the slums of Petare in Cara- 
cas, the capital. Imagine, the 
hardship, the poverty trap, 
the crime, the Chavez-run 
nation that is dominated by 
a military fist and baseball. 
Now football, through Dan- 
iel and “Morocho”, the step- 
brothers trying their luck for 
Caracas FC are also trying 
to get even with other more 
personal issues. 


Football is so real in the 
film, it becomes educa- 
tional. Venezuela no longer 
is the easy-ride. They have 
qualified for the under 20 
World Cup in Egypt a cou- 
ple of years back. The actors 
were casted over in Venezu- 
ela and writer Rohan Jones 


at the premiere screening 
in Melbourne spoke openly 
about how the film came 
about. 


His originality for the script 


% 


CANCH 
EN AUEGD 


came from a mass _pro- 
test rally that occurred and 
where the football came 
from somewhere amongst 
the deadly and ferocious, 
violent scenes that were 


politically-led and all of a 
sudden, people forgot about 
it, began playing and all left 
home. 


Rohan describes the experi- 
ence as unique. Having been 
in Venezuela four times and 
immersing himself into the 
culture, he says that Marcel 
made the film with so much 
passion that the casting also 
were perfect and understood 
the work that had to be done. 
There is also a possibility of 
a re-make as writer Rohan 
has the rights to the work in 
both Spanish and English. 


His knowledge of football 
has increased, “it has been 
an amazing ride” and the 
film is so realistic with its 


socioeconomic backdrop it 
may well possibly be one 
of the greatest football films 
ever made. Big statement 
worthy of mentioning. 


Madman have bought the 
distribution rights. SBS 
will be screening it soon 
and don’t miss out the other 
screenings in Brisbane and 
Sydney. Brother will not 
have commercial screening 
which is a true shame for 
this unique Australian-Ven- 
ezuelan co-production. For 
more details, check www. 
spanishfilmfestival.com un- 
der Films for 96 mins of box 
office football action. Injury 
time added. 


The World| Game On A local level 
Olympic sin 


Mike Salter 


SYDNEY Olympic retained 
top spot in the NSW Premier 
League with a vital 3-2 away 
win over Sydney United on 
Sunday afternoon. United re- 
main in third place after sec- 
ond-placed Sutherland kept 
up the pressure on Olympic 
by defeating Marconi, anoth- 
er team in the top five, 2-1 on 
Saturday evening. Details of 
that one can be found below. 
In other games, Rockdale City 
gained an important 1-0 away 
win over fellow cellar-dwellers 
Blacktown, while Manly United 
continued their buoyant start 
to the season with a 2-1 win at 
APIA. A hat-trick from Fred- 
die Graham ensured Bankstown 
City a 3-0 win over their hosts 
Parramatta FC, while a much- 
needed 3-1 win for Bonnyrigg 
over the South Coast Wolves 
was soured by another head 
injury to the hosts’ keeper Phil 
Zabaks, who suffered horrific 
trauma to the head after a col- 
lision with a Manly attacker last 
season. 


Two second-half goals in quick 
succession for the Sutherland 
Sharks cancelled out Graziano 
Trimboli’s opener for Marconi, 
as the hosts maintained their un- 
beaten run in 2011. 

Although Marconi had the first 
chance of the game, Matthew 
Mayora testing Nathan Denham 


with a low shot, Sutherland had 
the better of the early play. On 
ten minutes Yianni Fragogian- 
nis sliced Panny Nikas’s left- 
wing cut-back wide of goal, and 
the home side had another good 
chance a few minutes later when 
Matthew Bailey’s angled header 
forced a smart save from James 
Chronopoulos. 

After another half-chance 
for Bailey, Nick Stavroulakis 
went agonizingly close to put- 
ting Sutherland ahead when he 
stole the ball in midfield and 
advanced confidently, only to 
send his shot against the outside 
of the post. A minute later the 
bombardment continued, with 
Nikas having his shot cleared 
off the line from Chris Price’s 
cross. 

Two more chances arrived 
shortly after the half-hour, as 
Marconi’s_ defensive posture 
continued to invite attempts at 
goal. Bailey shot wide from an 
acute angle after good lead-up 
work by Fragogiannis, and on 
34 minutes Nikas’s shot was 
blocked to Nick Tsattalios, who 
stung the hands of Chronopo- 
ulos. 

Marconi gave the first sign of 
a turn of the tide when Nahuel 
Atrrarte surprised Denham with 
a dangerous snap-shot from 
midfield, which the Sutherland 
keeper held with some difficul- 
ty. Encouraged by his captain’s 
efforts, Mayora then went on a 
sinuous run through the home 
defence before firing wide. On 
43 minutes, the Marconi initia- 
tive bore fruit, when Matthew 
Gordon’s cross was deflected 
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NSW Premier League action between Bonnyrigg White Eagles and South Coast Wolves. 
Photo: CARLOS FURTADO/Courtesy FNSW 


into the path of Trimboli, who 
shot low and true into the far 
corner. 

At the beginning of the second 
period Marconi appeared to be 
holding their own, but an injury 
to impressive defender Adel El- 
Jamal was to prove costly for the 
visitors. Tsattalios had given an 
indication of his intent when he 
went on a surging run down the 
left just after the restart, and on 
55 minutes he connected with 
a superb inside-out ball from 
Nikas; powering on into the 
area, he let fly with his left foot, 
leaving Chronopoulos with no 
chance. 1-1. 

Only two minutes later, Suther- 


land were in front, although the 
goal was somewhat controver- 
sial. A long ball forward from 
George Souris saw lone striker 
Sam Awad give chase, and just 
as Chronopoulos appeared to 
have gathered the ball, Awad 
managed to prod it away from 
the goalkeeper and over the line. 
The decision to allow the goal 
seemed debatable, and Chrono- 
poulos was booked for dissent 
in the aftermath. 

After such a stunning double 
blow, the fight went out of Mar- 
coni. They were unable to fash- 
ion any chances of note in the 
minutes following the goal, and 
it was Sutherland who appeared 


to be coming home stronger. 
Awad had another chance on 71 
minutes, glancing a header into 
Chronopoulos’s arms, and then 
the big forward turned provider, 
winning the ball on the left and 
squaring it cleverly for Bailey, 
who forced the Marconi custo- 
dian into a fine save. 

Although Sutherland’s play 
became scrappy in the final ten 
minutes, the win never looked 
in doubt. Chris Nunes had one 
final chance for the visitors in 
injury time, but when his shot 
sailed wide the result was clear- 
ly not going to change. 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE: ROUND 8: 

FIRST GRADE: 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 (Daniel Severino 
32/55m David Vrankovic 49m) South Coast 
Wolves 1 (Mark Picciolini 52m), Parramatta 
Eagles 0 Bankstown City 3 (Fredrick Graham 
18/71/87m), Sutherland Sharks 2 (Nikolas 
Tsattalios 54m Sam Awad 57m) Marconi Stallions 
1 (G Trimboli 42m), APIA Leichhardt Tigers 1 
(Franco Parisi 15m) Manly United FC 2 (Adam 
Foti 16m Joseph Gibbs 37m), Blacktown City 
FC 0 Rockdale City Suns 1 (Shay Spitz 67m), 
Sydney United 2 (Luka Glavas 13/53m) Sydney 
Olympic 3 (Emmanuel Giannaros 3m Robert 
Mileski 35m Phillip Makrys 82m pen). 


GRADE 20: 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 South Coast Wolves 1, 
Parramatta Eagles 3 Bankstown City 0, Suther- 
land Sharks 0 Marconi Stallions 1, APIA Leich- 
hardt Tigers 1 Manly United FC 2, Blacktown City 
FC 1 Rockdale City Suns 1, Sydney United 0 
Sydney Olympic 1. 


NextjRound 


Rockdale City vs Sutherland Sharks 
llinden Sports Centre 7:00 PM Sat 21/May 


Bankstown City vs APIA Leichhardt 
Jensen Park 7:00 PM Sat 21/May 


Manly United vs South Coast Wolves 
Cromer Park 3:00 PM Sun 22/May 


Blacktown City s Bonnyrigg WE 
Lily Homes 3:00 PM Sun 22/May 


Marconi Stallions vs Sydney Olympic 
Marconi Stadium 3:00 PM Sun 22/May 


Sydney United vs Parramatta FC 
Sydney Utd Sports Cente 4:00 PM Sun 22/May 


PW 
1 Sydney Olympic 8611 19 8 11 19 
2 Sutherland Sharks8 5 0 3 12 7 5 18 
3 Sydney United 84221697 14 
4Bonnyrigg WE 8224 11 101 10 
5 Manly United FC 7 21 4 12 11 1 10 
6 Bankstown City 834 1 11 14 -3 10 
7 Rockdale City 83416 11 -5 10 
8 Marconi Stallions 8 2 3 3 8 8 0 9 
QAPIALeichhardt 8 2 3 3 11 13 -29 
10 South Coast 83508 14 69 
11 Blacktown City 8 2429 10 -1 8 
{2 ParramattaFC 70 5 2 4 12 -8 2 


QLD 


WHITSUNDAY MINERS blew 
a gaping hole into the Brisbane 
Strikers 2011 QSL campaign on 
Saturday night, with two first 
half goals and an almost flaw- 
less defensive display proving too 
much for the Strikers at Harrup 
Park, as the home side ran out 
2-0 winners. 

The Miners proved that last week’s 
1-1 draw against champions Sun- 
shine Coast Fire was no fluke. Two 
early strikes through a virtually 
unavoidable own goal from Strik- 
ers fullback Myles Carseldine and 
an explosive shot from distance by 
centre half Corey Hooper had the 
Miners staring down the barrel of 
their first-ever win over the Strik- 
ers, and although the Strikers never 
gave up the fight they were simply 
unable to make an impression on a 
resolute Miners back four. 

When Miners goalkeeper Brad 
Moss made two crucial saves 
from long distance shots by Matt 
Thurtell and Carseldine midway 
through the second half, the Miners 
had done enough to see out a win 
that not only damages the Strikers’ 
championship hopes but also pro- 
vides even more hints, if they were 
needed, that this season’s QSL is a 
rather different and less predictable 
beast than those that have gone be- 
fore it. 

Miners coach Graham Harvey, 


Miners Shock Strikers 


who had been obliged to watch 
the game from the spectators’ 
stand rather than his usual pitch- 
side vantage point, courtesy of his 
suspension after last week’s con- 
troversial draw with the Sunshine 
Coast, said his team’s performance 
had demonstrated the gathering of 
momentum. 

“Tt’s the kind of level we’ve been 
building to”, Harvey said. “I’d say 
that in the last ten minutes against 
Southern Cross in our first home 
game we really showed what we 
were capable of — we scored two 
goals there — and then we built into 
that with our victory down at the 
Gold Coast and obviously our draw 
at the Sunshine Coast last week- 
end. So it’s the level we are expect- 
ing the boys to be at, but one that 
they’ve had to progress to”. 

Elsewhere, Sunshine Coast Fire 
overcame the disappointment of 
Round 8’s draw against the Miners 
with a deserved 3-0 win over Bund- 
aberg Spirit. 

Tyson Holmes was the star of the 
show bagging all three goals for his 
side. The first two were crucial to 
the fate of the match, with Bund- 
aberg looking like they might make 
it to the half having not conceded 
Holmes struck two dagger blows 
within five minutes of half-time to 
crush the Spirit’s confidence. 

The win, coupled with Brisbane’s 
shock defeat at the hands of Whit- 
sunday Miners leaves Sunshine 
Coast eight clear at the top of the 
table with only nine games played. 

NQ Razorbacks were also in ac- 
tion on Saturday night, hosting the 


Gold Coast Stars’ Matt Hiltoncompletes an acrobatic kick. Photo: ADRIAN GAGLIONE. INSET: Fire’s Shaun Blackman 


gets a shot away, threading the ball past Bundy’s Brett Kitching. Photo: ROBYN WOODALL 


struggling Capricorn Cougars at 
Brolga Park. 

The Razorbacks got off to the bet- 
ter start, taking the lead in the first 
half thanks to a goal from midfield- 
er Lee Mayberry. 

The second half however belonged 
to the visitors. Trailing 1-0, onlook- 
ers would more than likely have 
written off the Cougars chances of 
getting a result considering their 
terrible form so far this season. The 


Cougars doggedly hung on though 
and their persistence was rewarded 
when, over the space of three min- 
utes they scored two goals to take 
the lead. 

With only eleven minutes of regu- 
lar time remaining it appeared that 
Max Thompson and Tyler Stross 
had managed to snatch a much 
needed victory for the Cougars but 
their hopes of all three points were 
dashed in the 90th minute by Da- 


vid Bowater who equalised for the 
Razorbacks. 

Despite not getting the win even 
a solitary point will come as wel- 
come relief for Washington Gonza- 
les’ side. A string of horror results 
including a 14-1 thrashing at the 
hands of Sunshine Coast seems 
like it might be drawing to a close 
after now recording two encourag- 
ing performances in a row. 


Queensland Results 


NQ Razorbacks 2 (Mayberry 34, Bo- 
water 90) 
Capricorn Cougars 2 (Thompson 77, 
Stross 79) 


q 


Bundaberg Spirit 0 
Sunshine Coast Fire 3 (Holmes 
40,42,72) 


Whitsunday Miners 2 (og 4, Hooper 14) 
Brisbane Strikers 0 


Gold Coast Stars 1 (Marsh 78) 
Qld Academy Sport 1 (Ronto 68) 


FNQ Bulls - Bye 


NQ Razorbacks v Bundaberg Spirit 
21-May 7:00pm 


Whitsunday Miners v QAS 
21-May 7:00pm 


Gold Coast Stars v FNQ Bulls 
22-May 2:00pm 


Sunshine Coast FC v Brisbane Strikers 
22-May 2:00pm 


Capricorn Cougars v BYE 


Standings 


POW DE FS TANGaiets 
1 Sunshine Coast 8 6 2 0 29 4 25 20 
2Brisbane Strikers 7 4 0 3 18 9 9 12 
3QId AoS 72 41) 13 3ORaaetG 
4 FNQ Bulls Cereal all G2 
5NQRazorbacks 8 2 3 3 16 13 3 9 
6 Whitsunday Miners 6 2 3 1 7 7 0 9 
7GoldCoastStas 6 2 227 9 -2 8 
8 Bundaberg Spit 7 11 5 7 24 -17 4 
9 Capricorn Cougars 7 0 2 5 7 32 -25 2 


The} World Game) On A\Local Level 


South Hobart well on the way to 
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REIGNING champions South 
Hobart took an important step to- 
wards retaining their Forestry Tas- 
mania Southern Premier League 
title when they beat their nearest 
pursuers, Clarence United, 5-1 
away at Wentworth park on Satur- 
day night. 

Clarence dropped a place to third 
as a result, while New Town Eagles 
moved up a place into second with a 
comfortable 4-0 win at home at Clare 
Street over second-last Beachside, 
who had beaten Eagles 3-1 in the first 
round. 

It was South Hobart’s second league 
win over the high-flying Clarence. 
They had beaten the Eastern Shore 
outfit 8-0 in the first round. 

This time, the win was not as em- 
phatic, but it was still achieved in 
style and marked South Hobart as 
huge title favourites. 

Clarence should have scored twice 
in the opening quarter of an hour as 
Jae-Ho Lee’s pace down the left en- 
abled him to get behind the South 
Hobart defence and deliver two tell- 
ing crosses, but Seung-Woo Park hit 
the crossbar from the first and lobbed 
the ball harmlessly over the bar from 
the second. 

One does not let South Hobart off the 
hook in such a way without suffering 
the consequences, and this is exactly 
what happened to the home side. 

In the 21st minute, Kostas Kanakaris 


Walte 


delivered the ball from the left and 
Andy Brennan beat keeper Trent 
Cornish, enabling Brayden Mann to 
sweep the ball into the net from close 
range to put the visitors ahead. 

Brennan made it 2-0 in the 38th min- 
ute after Kanakaris’s free-kick from 
the left caught out the Clarence de- 
fence. 

Fullback Jim Pennicott added 
South’s third two minutes after the 
interval before Kyu-Jin Kim pulled a 
goal back for Clarence with 20 min- 
utes remaining. 

That was merely the signal for South 
to step up a gear and Mann bamboo- 
zled two defenders on the left of the 
box before making it 4-1 with a low 
drive inside the near post in the 72nd 
minute. 

Substitute Jonathon Lo repeated his 
usual party trick after coming on by 
netting a fifth for South in the dying 
minutes. 

Beachside went close a couple of 
times in the opening minutes of their 
game against New Town Eagles, but 
failure to convert their chances cost 
them dearly. 

A poor back-header by defender Na- 
than Robinson enabled Adam McK- 
eown to gain possession and lob the 
ball over keeper Michael Soszynski 
and give Eagles a first-half lead. 

McKeown was also unlucky when 
he headed Ben Whitehall’s cross 
against the Beachside crossbar, while 
Eagles defender Mark Page also went 
close with two good shots as Eagles 
gained control. 

McKeown made it 2-0 in the 51st 
minute, while he played an important 
part in Seong-Sun Jo’s goal in the 
67th minute which made it 3-0. 

Beachside had a couple of chances 
after that with shots that flew wide 
before Simon Strang added the home 


, 
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Beachside’s John Rogers (right) in possession as Eagles’ Michael Anderson moves in. Photo: WALTER PLESS 


side’s fourth two minutes from the 
end. 

Eagles are now South Hobart’s main 
rivals and their meeting in a couple of 
weeks’ time should be enthralling. 

Olympia Warriors continue to lan- 
guish at the foot of the table after 
succumbing 3-2 away to fifth-placed 
Kingborough Lions United at Light- 
wood Park. 

It was a costly win for the Lions as 
their defender Adam Hinkley suf- 
fered a broken leg. 

The Lions took a 3rd-minute lead 
when David Abbott netted from a 
free-kick, but a penalty by Ben Phil- 
lips in the 20th minute made it all 
square. 

Lions captain Marcello Marchioli re- 
stored his side’s lead in the 50th min- 


ute, while Alex Nandan equalised for 
the visitors in the 65th minute. 

Marc Iseli hit the winner for Lions 
with 5 minutes remaining to move 
within three points of fourth-ranked 
Tilford Zebras, who downed sixth- 
placed Glenorchy Knights 1-0 at 
KGV Park on Friday night through a 
65th-minute strike by Jayden Welch. 
The three bottom sides - Glenorchy 
Knights on 6 points, Beachside on 
5 points and Olympia Warriors on 
4 points - appear as if they will be 
fighting against relegation. 

In the Forestry Tasmania Northern 
Premier League, Prospect Knights 
drew level with leaders Northern 
Rangers after beating bottom-side 
Launceston United 4-2. 

Burnie United scored an important 


2-1 away win over Somerset in the 
North-West Coast derby, while Ul- 
verstone kept the pressure on the 
leading trio with a 4-1 win over 
Launceston City. 

Devonport City stayed third with a 
3-1 away win over Riverside Olym- 
pic. 


Southern|Division 


PWODL FA Pts 
South HobartFC 9 7 


20 
Clarence United 9 6 2 1 19 16 20 
New Town Eagles 9 5 3 1 19 12 18 
Tilford Zebras 8 3 3 2 20 15m 
Kingborough Lions9 3 0 6 16 23 9 
Glenorchy Knights 9 1 3 5 15 26 6 
BeachsideFC 8 1 2 5 10 16 5 
Olympia FC 9 117 15e26ee 
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Forestry, Tasmania Results 


Southern Premier League 

Tilford Zebras 1 Glenorchy Knights 0 
New Town Eagles 4 Beachside FC 0 
Kingborough Lions 3 Olympia FC 2 
Clarence United South Hobart FC 


Northern Premier League 

Prospect Knights 4 Launceston United 2 
Riverside Olympic 1 Devonport City 3 
Ulverstone 4 Launceston City 1 
Somerset 1 Burnie United 2 


Next|Round 


South Hobart v Kingborough Lions 
South Hobart @ 02:00 PM 


Taroona v Riverside Olympic 
Kelvedon Park @ 02:00 PM 


Nelson Eastern Suburbs v Burnie United 
North Warrane @ 02:30 PM 


Prospect Knights v Northern Rangers 
Prospect Park @ 02:00 PM 


Devonport City v Launceston United 
Valley Road @ 07:30 PM Friday 


Olympia FC Warriors v Ulverstone 
Warriors Park @ 03:00 PM 


Glenorchy Knights v New Town Eagles 
KGV Park @ 05:15 PM 


Tilford Zebras v Clarence United FC 
KGV Park @ 07:30 PM 


Northern|Division 


PWOL F A Pts 


Northern Rangers 7 5 1 1 18 6 16 
Prospect Knights 6 4 1 1 11 5 13 
Devonport City 6 4 0 2 16 14 12 
Launceston City 6 3 2 1 13 8 11 
Ulverstone 6 3 1 2 16 ‘ig 
Riverside Olympic 6 3 1 2 13 11 10 
Somerset 720 5 10) iee 
Burnie United 6 10 5 7 Vij 
Launceston Unite 6 0 0 6 11 26 0 


Adelaide Blue Eagles overcame a 
resilient Western Strikers outfit 
with a 1-0 win at Marden Sports 
Complex on Saturday. 

Fortunato Filletti got the winner in- 
side the opening two minutes after a 
dramatic opening to the match. 
Western Strikers defender Daniele La 
Stella was withdrawn from the start- 
ing line up moments before kick-off 
after injuring his calf in the warm up. 
Jordan Spadavecchia was thrown into 
the starting XI but Strikers looked 
in disarray as ABE poached an early 
goal. 

Nicholas Bucco fired from just out- 
side the area for ABE and Strikers 
keeper Takumi Takahashi spilled the 
shot leaving Filletti to smash the ball 
into the net from close range. 
Takahashi appeared to injure himself 
in the challenge from Filletti and man- 
aged to pull off a string of fine saves 
despite nursing a hand injury. 

ABE attacker Kym Harris was best 
on ground and could have doubled 
his side’s lead after hitting the up- 
right with a header, while Blue Eagles 
keeper Gino De Lucia kept his side 
in front down the other end, keeping 
out a one-on-one with Strikers Andres 
Weins. 

The ABE captain was called into ac- 
tion again after Strikers Cameroon 
goal machine Calvin Mbarga sent 
a brilliant bicycle kick into the top 
corner, before De Lucia got his finger 
tips to the ball and pushed it past the 
post. 

Blue Eagles dominated the second 
half and had a flurry of chances late 
in the game to kill off the contest but 
were unable to find the back of the 
net. 

Filletti and stopper Chris Atsikbatsis 
also collected votes for their perfor- 
mances while Strikers best were Eri- 
trean Sami Tesfagber, Michael Russo 


Western Strikers keeper Takumi Takahashi pulls off a save from lan Kamau as Andreas Wiens is grounded. 
Inset: Adelaide Blue Eagles celebrate the only goal of the match scored by 9 - Fortunato Filletti. Photos: ADAM BUTLER 


and Takahashi. 


Raiders recorded their first win of 
the season thumping fellow cellar 
dweller Modbury 4-1 at Jet Park on 
Friday night. 

A Kinglsey Francis hat-trick help 
John Kosmina get his maiden victory 
for the campaign and leapfrog the Jets 
and Para Hills off the bottom of the 
table. 

Mimi Saric also got on the score sheet 
for Raiders as they took a 2-0 lead into 
the break, before Adrian Giacomelli 
snatched a consolation for Modbury. 
Francis took home man-of-the-match 
honours for his superb performance 
while Daniel Hain and Adam Harris 
also starred. 

Anthony Solagna, Todd McSorely 
and Shaun Harvey were Modbury’s 
best as the Jets slumped to another 
heavy defeat, unable to back up from 
their first win of the season in Round 


6 —a 2-0 victory over Para Hills. 
After two losses, Croydon have re- 
turned to the winners list with a 1-0 
defeat of Campbelltown at Steve 
Woodcock Sports Centre on Satur- 
day. 

Alemayo Kabede scored the winner 
in the second half to help the Kings 
back into the top five, two points clear 
of sixth-placed Western Strikers. 
Dion Gazettas starred for the visitors 
with Ermias Tekle and captain Mi- 
chael Papacharalambous also collect- 
ing votes for their performances. 
Michael Menechella was Campbell- 
town’s best while keeper Les Poglia- 
comi and Toby Nelson were also im- 
pressive in the defeat. 


MetroStars scored a dramatic winner 
with the last kick of the day deep into 
injury time to record a 2-1 win over 
10-men Para Hills at TK Shutter Re- 
serve on Saturday. 


Substitute Michael Matricciani stole 
the winner after Scott Tunbridge had 
opened the scoring for Metro inside 
the opening five minutes. 

Brett Selga equalised for the Knights 
on the half hour before team-mate 
Rhys Townsend was given his second 
yellow card and sent off after half 
time. 

Jackson Groves was outstanding for 
the home side while Tunbridge and 
Adam van Dommele were also im- 
pressive. 

Selga, Shane Tobias and Simon Cat- 
anzaro were Para Hills best who have 
now slumped to second-bottom on the 
table, equal with Modbury and Raid- 
ers on four points. 

Knights coach Kenny Tosh admitted 
there were plenty of positives to draw 
from the match, despite the defeat. 
“It was disappointing to lose like that 
but it was a real refreshing change 


how the boys played,” he said. 

“We showed real endeavour and spir- 
it and I reckon we had the better of 
Metro. We gave away a sloppy goal 
and then created a lot of chances to 
fight back and equalise.” 

“We were had a man sent off but con- 
tinued to push but we just couldn’t 
put the ball in the back of the net.” 


Standings, 


P W DL For AgGD Pts 
1 Adelaide City 6600 203 170 18 
2 Adelaide Galaxy 6 4 20 12 481 14 


3 Metro Stars 7412 166 100 13 
4 Adelaide BE 1 3 2° 2) 888s0N0mia 
5 Croydon 71322 7 7 080m 
6 Western Strikers7 30498109 
7Campbelitown 72236 8-208 
8 Raiders 71159 13-404 
9 Para Hills 7115 5 13 80) 
10 Modbury 71155 27 -2204 


Modbury 1 (Adrian Giacomelli) v Raiders 4 
(Kingsley Francis 3, Mimi Saric) (HT 0-2) 
Best - Modbury: Anthony Solagna, Todd McSor- 
ley, Shaun Harvey Raiders: Kingsley Francis, 
Daniel Hain, Adam Harris 

Reserves — Not Supplied 

U19 — Not Supplied 


Adelaide Blue Eagles 1 (Fortunato Filletti) v 
Western Strikers 0 (HT 1-0) 

Best — Adelaide Blue Eagles: Kym Harris, 
Fortunato Filletti, Chris Atsikbatsis; Western 
Strikers: Sami Tesfagber, Michael Russo, Takumi 
Takahashi 

Reserves — Adelaide Blue Eagles 2 v Western 
Strikers 0 

U19 — Adelaide Blue Eagles 1 v Western 
Strikers 0 


Campbelltown 0 v Croydon 1 (Alemayo 
Kabede) (HT 0-0) 

Best — Campbelltown: Michael Menechella, Les 
Pogliacomi, Toby Nelson; Croydon: Dion Gazet- 
tas, Ermias Tekle, Michael Papacharalambous, 
Reserves — Campbelltown 0 v Croydon 5 

U19 - Campbelltown 2 v Croydon 0 


MetroStars 2 (Michael Matriccciani, Scott 
Tunbridge) v Para Hills 1 (Brett Selga) (HT 1-1) 
Best — MetroStars: Jackson Groves, Scott 
Tunbridge, Adam van Dommele; Para Hills: Brett 
Selga, Shane Tobias, Simon Catanzaro 
Reserves — MetroStars 1 v Para Hills 0 

U19 — MetroStars 2 v Para Hills 0 


White City 3 Alex Jackson, Srdjan Semiz, 
Michael Keens v Cumberland 3 Robert 
Macdonald 3 / 2x Penalties. (HT 1-1) 
Best - White City: Miroslav Petkovic, Rami 
Ahmed, Alex Jackson Cumberland: Roland 
Smith, Robert Macdonald, Shaun Smith 
Reserves — White City 1 v Cumberland 0 
U19 - White City 2 v Cumberland 3 


Monday 16 May 

Adelaide City v Adelaide Galaxy 

7:30pm - Adelaide City Park, Corner Fosters 
Road & Hilltop Drive, OAKDEN 


Reserves — Adelaide City 1 v Adelaide Galaxy 1 
U19 — Adelaide City 7 v Adelaide Galaxy 1 


Next Round 


Coca Cola Federation Cup will played on the 
21 st of May 

South Adelaide V Adelaide Blue Eagles, Western 
Toros V Cumberland United, Sturt Lion V Camp- 
belltown, Adelaide City V Adelaide Cobras, Apollo 
Soccer Club V Metro Stars, Gambier City Sharks 
soccer Club V Modbury, Seaford V Western Strik- 
ers, White City V Pirates, Croydon V Playford 
City, Adelaide Olympic V West Adelaide, Adelaide 
Comets V Para Hills, Noarlunga United V 
Riverland Soccer Association, Adelaide Galaxy V 
Northern Demons, Enfield City V Cove, Salisbury 
United V Rostrevor Old Colligians Soccer Club, 
Adelaide Hills V Raiders 


The World Game On A Local level 


Western Knights Leave it Late 


y | 
Ashley Morrison 


It is never a good sign when post 
match all everyone is talking about 
is the performance of the referee. 
It is even worse when both coaches 
concur on his performance. The 
Western Knights versus Armadale 
was spoiled as a spectacle by what 
can only be described as incompe- 
tent refereeing. Ten bookings in a 
game that did not involve one mali- 
cious tackle, spoiled a game in front 
of a very healthy crowd, and we 
wonder why fans fail to show up? 
Armadale dominated the opening 
quarter of an hour and deservedly 
took the lead in the 15th minute. With 
the Knights’ midfield sitting too deep, 
David Annall’s clearance went to the 
feet of Parys Okai. He had time to 
control the ball, look up and deliver 
a pinpoint ball into the box that Matty 
Barlow flicked into the bottom left 
hand corner of Fraser Siddall’s goal. 
Three minutes later and Siddall saved 
superbly with his legs in a one-on- 
one with Tom Robinson. From the re- 
sultant corner the Knights rode their 
luck Warren Beattie’s header was 
cleared off the line, and then Craig 
Young’s drive thudded into the chest 
of a Knights’ defender. 
Within two minutes the Knights were 
level, a long ball up the park from 
Siddall was flicked on by Mikulic, 
and the ball fell to Montgomery who 
had run in behind the Armadale de- 


fence. Sharrock stayed on his line and 
Montgomery coolly rolled the ball 
into his far corner with the keeper flat 
footed. 

Eleven minutes later Sharrock in 
the Armadale goal had his first save 
to make, and it was superb, Mont- 
gomery had time and space to pick 
out Mikulic and his powerful header 
from six yards was palmed over the 
cross bar. 

Within two minutes of the restart Sid- 
dall was again at his best saving at the 
feet of Tom Robinson after a Dawson 
error saw him race clear. 

On the hour mark, the match turned 
on a crazy decision. Armadale had a 
free kick at the edge of the Knights 
box. The referee held up his whistle, 
to indicate wait for my whistle to take 
it. Okai appeared not to understand 
and tried to take it quickly. The ref- 
eree called him back and then issued 
him with a yellow card, his second 
and bewildered he left for an early 
shower. The referee then bizarrely 
spent over a minute explaining his 
decision to the bemused Armadale 
coach, Scott Miller. 

Armadale to their credit kept battling 
and had cries for a penalty turned 
down in the 70th minute. Siddall had 
dropped the ball in a challenge with 
Campbell and appeared to hold the 
striker as the ball rolled loose. Within 
a minute of this decision, they found 
themselves a goal behind. 

A deep cross from the left was met 
by Montgomery, who audaciously 
struck it on the volley. IT beat Shar- 
rock and thundered into the underside 
of the bar, and Mikulic was on hand 
to nod the ball across the line into an 
empty net. 

In the 82nd minute the referee evened 
the sides up sending substitute Cal- 
lum Roberts from the field after the 


Doyle Reserve. Photo: PETER SIMCOX 
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ball struck his arm as he was falling 
over. A second yellow card and a sec- 
ond send off that was as ridiculous as 
it was unnecessary. 

Tom Robinson should have equalized 
fro Armadale within two minutes, but 
unmarked at the back post he guided 
his header into the side netting. How- 
ever with two minutes left on the 
clock he did pop up for an equalizer. A 
high ball into the box was misjudged 
by Siddall in the wind, Young gave 
Lecky a nudge into his own keeper 
and he dropped the ball. Robinson 
pounced and hammered it home. 


Incredibly with the game one minute 

into time added on the Knights found 
a winner. A corner was cleared by Ar- 
madale only as far as Duncan Hind 
on the left. He struck a powerful low 
drive that fortuitously hit Mikulic, and 
changed the course of the shot and di- 
verted it into the back of the net. 
The Knights had a few restless min- 
utes to survive as the referee played 
an inexplicable six extra minutes, and 
they had Siddall to thank for hang- 
ing on to all three points as he made 
two crucial saves. The win lifts the 
Knights to third on the ladder. 


Top of the ladder Balcatta who looked 
almost invincible last week against 
Perth crashed back to earth this week 
with a 2-1 loss at Sorrento, while 
Perth were back to winning ways with 
a convincing 3-1 away win against 
bottom side Cockburn City. 
Newly promoted Bayswater City 
squandered a 2-0 lead against high 
flying Inglewood United that saw 
both teams come away with a point. 
Mandurah City played the NTC for no 
points, while Joondalup had a bye. 
The Sunday fixture was Floreat Ath- 
ena against arch rivals Stirling Lions. 


IALIFlags\WA\ Results) 


First Team 

Cockburn City 1 (Anthony 51) Perth SC 3 
(Sharland 14, Kay 77, Pereira 90+2); Bay- 
swater City 2 (Muralanda 29, Jorquera 37) 
Inglewood Utd 2 (Richman 59, 64); Mandurah 
City 3 (Bell 11, Collins 38, Insurralde 64) NTC 
1 (Quaqua 67); Western Knights 3 (Montgom- 
ery 20, Mikulic 71, 90) Armadale 2 (Barlow 
15, J Robinson 88); Sorrento 2 (T Harnwell 
17, Platten 19) Balcatta 1 (Niederberger 60). 
Floreat Athena 1 (P Van Dongen 30) Stirling 
Lions 0. 


Reserves 

Cockburn City 3 Perth SC 1; Bayswater City 
2 Inglewood Utd 1; Mandurah City 1 NTC 2; 
Western Knights 6 Armadale 0; Sorrento 4 
Balcatta 0. Floreat Athena 1 Stirling Lions 1. 


Under 18’s 

Cockburn City 3 Perth SC 3; Bayswater City 
2 Inglewood Utd 2; Mandurah City 0 NTC 7; 
Western Knights 0 Armadale 3; Sorrento 2 
Balcatta 2. Floreat Athena 2 Stirling Lions 1. 


Next}Round) 


Inglewood United V Floreat Athena FC 
6PR Stadium 3:00 PM Sat 21/May 
Armadale SC V Cockburn City 

Alfred Skeet Reserve 3:00 PM Sat 21/May 
Perth SC V Sorrento FC 

BGC Stadium 3:00 PM Sat 21/May 

ECU Joondalup V NTC 

Joondalup Football Stdm3:00 PM Sat 21/May 
Balcatta SC V Western Knights 
Grindleford Reserve 3:00 PM Sat 21/May 
Stirling Lions V Mandurah City 
Macedonia Park 3:00 PM Sun 22/May 
BYE V Bayswater City 


All|Flags\WA\Premier league) 


P W D L For Ag GD Pts 
1 Balcatta 10 8 0 2 28 11 17 24 
2 Perth SC 100% 12724 eee 
3 Western Knights 10 6 2 2 17 15 2 20 
4 Inglewood United 10 6 1 3 30 19 11 19 
5 Sorrento 10 6 13 17 1453mig 
6ECU Joondalup 11 4 2 5 13 21 -8 14 
7 Bayswater City 113.35 17 21 -4 12 
8 Mandurah City 103) 25) Sie 2eeat 
9 Floreat Athena 10325 1417 -3 11 
10 Stirling Lions 10 3.25 14 18 -4 11 
11 Armadale 10217 11 19 87 
12 Cockburn City 10 1 1 8 12 28 -16 4 


Spaleta bags sensational winner for Canberra FC 


dn? 


CANBERRA FC re-affirmed 
their status as top-dogs in the 
Rock Premier League by de- 
feating arch-rivals Belconnen 
United 3-2 at Deakin Stadium 
on a freezing cold Canberra 
afternoon but didn’t have it 
all their own way as Belcon- 
nen gave them a fright and 
left the home team hanging 
on in a frantic finale. 

The hosts had earlier taken a 
first half lead when Anthony 
Bekavac reacted quickest to a 
fumble by Blue Devils goal- 
keeper Rohan Shepherd to prod 
the ball into an empty net from 
two metres in the 28th minute. 
Shepherd evoked memories of 
his unfortunate display in last 
season’s Grand Final when he 
spilled Adam Spaleta’s specu- 
lative long-range effort and 
Bekavac couldn’t miss. 

Credit to the young shot-stop- 
per though who recovered his 
poise and stood tall as Can- 
berra FC attempted to swamp 
Belconnen with plenty of pos- 
session and some half-decent 
chances. Danny Macor levelled 
matters for Belconnen in the 
60th minute prodding in from 
close range but parity lasted 
barely two minutes as Jan Gra- 
ham pushed Canberra FC 2-1 
ahead. 


M Shields celebrates after scoring the equaliser Photos: NICK GUOTH 


A stunning effort from Adam 
Splaeta, the midfielder collect- 
ing a pass cutting infield and 
curling a beautiful strike beyond 
Shepherd into the far corner ap- 
peared to have settled matters 
but the arch poacher Macor was 
at it again late on finishing from 
close range to give Belconnen 
some hope. Despite a late flurry 
from the visitors Canberra FC 
held on showing their champi- 
on character to take the points. 
Over in Cookbundoon Daniel 
Beaumont made hay as the sun 


shined for Tuggeranong as they 
became the latest team to inflict 
a heavy defeat on Goulburn 
Strikers winning 8-1. Beaumont 
struck four goals, one from the 
penalty spot, in the win with 
Danny Moutrey, Chris Ruiz and 
Andrew Lawrence all also find- 
ing the back of the net. An un- 
fortunate own goal completed 
the Tuggeranong scoring with 
Sam Taylor netting the Strik- 
ers response, their first goal 
of the season. The home team 
could have doubled their tally 


but skipper Adam Mills blazed 
his penalty way over the bar. 
The Strikers were in touch for a 
while but shipped four goals in 
the final eleven minutes as the 
score blew out. 

Meanwhile, Canberra Olympic 
continued their good form with 
a stunning 5-0 win over Cooma 
Tigers at Nijong Oval where 
Robbie Shroder struck a brace. 
Elia Salloum, Travis Dries 
and Mohsen Ravanparsa were 
Olympic’s other scorers in a su- 
perb away performance that has 


certainly seen them ear-marked 
as one to watch as the season 
progresses. 

In the Saturday afternoon 
match Canberra City emerged 
as victors in a five-goal thriller 
with Monaro Panthers at Hawk- 
er Football Centre. City needed 
a double from the penalty spot 
from Misko Naumoski, the 
striker’s fifth and sixth of the 
season, to take the points af- 
ter Adam Dobell had put Matt 
Moore’s team into the lead as 
early as the fifth minute. Mark 


ACTIResults, 


Canberra City 3 (Adam Dobell 5’, Misko 
Naumoski 80’ (pen), 85’ (pen)) Monaro 
Panthers 2 (Mark Shields 39’, 88’) 


Canberra FC 3 (Anthony Bekavac 28’, lan 
Graham 61’, Adam Spaleta 73’) Belconnen 
United 2 (Danny Macor 60’, 77’) 


Tuggeranong United 8 (Daniel Beaumont 
23’, 37’, 46’ (pen), 79’, Own Goal 58’, 
Chris Ruiz 77’, Danny Moutrey 85’, Andrew 
Lawrence 86’) Goulburn Strikers 1 (Sam 
Taylor 81’) 


Canberra Olympic 5 (Robbie Shroder (2), 


Elia Salloum, Travis Dries, Mohsen Rava- 
parsa) Cooma Tigers 0 


Next}Round) 


Belconnen United v Monaro 
McKellar Park 5:00 PM Sat 21/May 


Goulburn Strikers v Woden Valley 
Cookbundoon 1 3:00 PM Sun 22/May 


Canberra City v TUFC 
Hawker Football Ctre 3:00 PM Sun 22/May 


Canberra Olympic v Canberra FC 
O'Connor Enclosed 1 3:00 PM Sun 22/May 


BYE v Cooma SC 


P W OD L For Ag GD Pts 
Canberra FC 3.3.0 0 26 4 +22 9 
2Canberra Olympic 2 2 0 0 8 2 +6 6 
3 Woden Valley 2) 2) 0 10 16 om 
4 Canberra City 3 2) 10) MINS omeromo 
5 Monaro Panthers 3 1 0 2 15 5 +10 3 
6TuggeranongUtd 2 101 8 5 +3 3 
7 Belconnen United 3 1 0 2 8 8 0 3 
8 Cooma Tigers 3 (0! 0) (3) 2 13a 
9 Goulburn Strikers 3 0 0 3 1 39 -38 0 


Shields was the Panthers most 
potent attacking threat and 
equalised for the visitors after 
39 minutes. The prolific for- 
ward added his eighth goal of 
the season just after the second 
of Naumoski’s penalties to give 
the match a grandstand finish 
but City held on to move up to 
third on the early Rock Premier 
League ladder. 
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Soccer Sideshow) | A\ Little Bit of This; That’& The|Other, Dept: 


Trials Commencing 


Games) versus SPL; EPL'&\LajLiga)Academy, Teams 
Coaching} Sessions from) Academy) Coaches, 
Stadium}Tours 


Watch|SPL EPL; LajLiga & Champions) League Games 


For furtherdetails please contact: 


admin@melbournefootballstars*‘com‘*au 


Onvisit 


www:melbournefootballstars:com:au 


= Couch) Potato) Dent: 


* ALL TIMES ARE AEST 


SBS 


SBS ONE 

Monday 16th May 

4:30 pm FIFA Futbol Mundial 

11:30 pm The World Game 

Thursday May 19th 

05:15 AM UEFA Europa League Final 
Braga (Por) V Porto (Por) 

from the Dublin Arena, 

Ireland. 

SBS TWO 

Monday May 17th 

09:30 PM The World Game 


1) (SPORTS 


PREMIER LEAGUE 

Wed May 18 Manchester City v Stoke 
Mon May 23 Final Day - Teams TBA 
Mon May 23 Final Day - Teams TBA 
Mon May 23 Final Day - Teams TBA 
Mon May 23 Final Day - Teams TBA 
Mon May 23 Final Day - Teams TBA 


Final day of season. 


4.40 am 
12.30 am 
12.55 am Viewers Choice 
12.55 am Viewers Choice 
12.55 am Viewers Choice 
12.55 am Viewers Choice 


Teams will not be known until Monday 16 May 


All games kick-off at 1.00 am EST. 


Coverage on Fox Sports 2 from 12.30 am EST. 
One main feature game will be broadcast (KO 1.00 am EST). 
Four other matches will be broadcast LIVE via Viewers Choice. 


ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Playoffs Semi-Finals 
Leg 2 


Tue May 17 FLC: Swansea v Notts Forest 


Wed May 18 FLC: Cardiff v Reading 


Thu May 19 FL1: Huddersfield v Bournemouth 
Fri May 20 FL1: Peterborough v MK Dons 
Sat May 21 FL2: Accrington Stanley v Stevenage 


FLC = Championship 
FL1 = League One 
FL2 = League Two 


4.30 am 
4.30 am 
4.30 am 
4.30 am 
4.30 am 


eam... 


ei 


Monday 16th May 


: 


AS Ob Ul 


09:00 am The Story Of The FA Cup 
12:00 am Bundesliga Matchday 34: 


Tuesday 17th May 
05:00 am Serie A Match Of TI 


he Round 


11:30 am Bundesliga Weekly Highlights Matchday 34 
12:30 pm Liverpool TV Liverpool V Tottenham Hotspur 
11:00 pm World Football News SEASON FINALE 


Wednesday 18th May 
01:30 am Arsenal TV Arsenal 


V Aston Villa 


06:00 am The Serie A Highlights Show Matchday 37 
06:30 am Bundesliga Weekly Highlights (Rpt) Matchday 34 


07:30 am World Football News (Rpt) 


Thursday 19th May 
03:00 am Liverpool TV (Rpt) 


Liverpool V Tottenham Hotspur 


06:00 am Arsenal TV (Rpt) Arsenal V Aston Villa 


Friday 20th May 


03:00 pm The Serie A Highlights Show (Rpt) Matchday 37 


Monday 23rd May 
04:45 am Serie A Mate! 


hday 38: Inter Milan V Catania 


SETANTA 


SPORTS 


Monday 16-May 

Serie A Fiorentina v Bologna 3am Delay 
Serie A Napoli v Inter 4:40am 

Serie A Parma v Juventus 8:30am 
Delay 

Serie A Catania v Roma 10:15am Delay 
Portuguese Liga Final Round Porto v 
Maritimo 2pm Delay 

Eredivisie Final Round Ajax v FC 
Twente 5:45pm Delay 


Tuesday 17-May 

Serie A Bari v Lecce 3:45am Delay 
Serie A Cesena v Brescia 5:30am Delay 
Serie A Sampdoria v Palermo 8:15am 
Delay 


Wednesday 18-May 
Setanta Sports Cup Final Shamrock 
Rovers v Dundalk 1:30am Delay 


Thursday 19-May 
Copa Libertadores Quarter-Final 2nd 
Leg Libertad v Velez Sarsfield 8:25am 


Copa Libertadores Quarter-Final 2nd 
Leg Santos v Once Caldas 10:55am 


Bundesliga Final Round Hannover v 
Nuremburg 5:15pm Delay 


Friday 20-May 

Copa Libertadores Quarter-Final 2nd 
Leg Universidad Catolica v Penarol 
8:55am 

Copa Libertadores Quarter-Final 2nd 
Leg Cerro Porteno v Jaguares 11:25am 


Saturday 21-May 

J-League Gamba Osaka v Abirex 
Niigita 7:55pm 

Scottish Cup Final Celtic v Motherwell 
11:55pm 


Sunday 22-May 
Blue Square Premier League Final 
Luton v AFC Wimbledon 5:45am Delay 


Monday 23-May 

Serie A Final Round Udinese v AC 
Milan 4:40am 
Serie A Final Round Juventus v Napoli 
7am Delay 


Serie A Final Round Roma v Sampdoria 


8:45am Delay 
Serie A Final Round Palermo v Chievo 
10:30am Delay 
Serie A Final Round Brescia v Fioren- 
tina 3:15pm Delay 

Serie A Final Round Cagliari v Parma 
11:45pm Delay 


The Futbol Town Show 
Every Tuesday 7pm 


Extra Time 
Magazine Show 
Every Tuesday 7.30pm 


SMFC TV 
Channel 31 
Every Wed 7pm 


The Green Gully Football Show 
Every Saturday 10.30am 


Wireless}FC 


Global Football Show 
Jacob Kagi and lan Hooper 
discuss local, national and inter- 
national football every Thursday 
night from 7.30-9pm on 
WA's SportFM 91.3. 


The Four Diegos 
Monday to Thursday 11pm 
SEN 


SAXON SPORTS FRANKSTON 


NEW SEASON STARTS SOON! 
MEN'S I LADIES I MIXED I fay a 


“AV 
aa 
aS 
1:5 


TEL 9783 6066 OR SEE WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS 


5-A-SIDE SOCCER 


- WATCH A REPLAY OF YOUR FAVOURITE GAME IN THE B FULL TIMB! 


4/4 NEW STREET, FRANKSTON (BEHIND BURSON AUTO PARTS) 


Diamond Geezers Dept: 1st Half 


SILA 


r 


With Adam North in the UK 


HE English Pre- 


mier League 

season is nearly 

at an end. We 
already know who the win- 
ners are this term, but the 
tag of losers has yet to be 
stamped upon the figura- 
tive foreheads of the three 
teams to be relegated from 
England’s top division. 

Tomorrow morning is go- 
ing to be a really quiet one 
in Manchester I would guess, 
as both sides of the city stay 
in to recover from tonight’s 
celebration of their respec- 
tive victories; United in the 
League and City in the FA 
Cup. Well I suppose you 
could argue that Manchester 
will be full of drunken City 
fans, and London full of 
United fans, but let’s not get 
into that right now. 

With the League and Cup 
being decided, on the same 
day no less, the only real un- 
answered question pertaining 
to the English top flight is ex- 
actly which three teams will 
have their status as Premier 
League side revoked, spend- 
ing next season in the English 
Championship. 

But that excitement is all 
still to come. What is known 
right now, or at least almost 
known, is which teams will 
be replacing those relegated 
next season. Norwich will 
be arriving into the hallowed 
ground of the Premier League 
as second place finishers, and 
one from Nottingham For- 
est, Cardiff, Swansea and 
Reading will be heading up 
via the Championship play- 
offs. And the team that will 
be coming up to the Premier 


League as Championship 
winners will be Queens Park 
Rangers. 


Last weekend QPR were for- 
mally announced as the win- 
ners of the 2010-11 Cham- 
pionship. Even though they 
won the league the week 
before all QPR fans had to 
hold their celebrations until 


. ) Fa4iN 


the result of a hearing. The 
hearing itself was to discuss 
the possible illegal transfer of 
one of the QPR players, Ale- 
jandro Faurlin, which if found 
guilty could have resulted in 
a points deduction. Luckily 
for the Hoops, although they 
were found guilty the pow- 
ers that be decided on only a 
heavy fine rather than a de- 
duction of any points. With 
all of that legal confusion out 
of the way we can now look 
at QPR as a future Premier 
League team. 

Rangers have undoubtedly 
been the best side in the 
Championship this term, and 
fully deserve their return to 
the Premier League after a 
15-year absence. What will 
be really interesting to watch 
in regards to this team next 
season will be exactly how 
well they will fair against 
sides that are better, and in- 
deed richer than they are. 
The current squad is full of 
names that have been in and 
around the top two flights of 
English football for a while. 
Ultimately however, it would 
probably be better to describe 
the team as a collection of 
players that have failed to 
perform at Premier League 
level. 

For example, one of QPR’s 
main attacking threats this 
season has been Wayne 
Routledge. The young Eng- 
lishman is pretty noticeable 
for his diminutive size yet 
considerable pace. However 
this is a man who has failed 
to show anything like his 
best in the Premier League, 
and he has in the past under- 
performed for Crystal Pal- 


The last time Warnock 
managed a team in the 
Premier League, Shef- 
field United, they went 
Straight back down 
within a year 


uGE 


| D 


QPR clinched the Championship in style and return to the EPL after a 15-year absence. But have they got the quality to stay up? 


g 2 


ace, Tottenham, Aston Villa 
and his most recent Premier 
League club Newcastle. The 
question will have to remain, 
until shown otherwise, will 
Routledge, and players like 
him such as Tommy Smith, 
Paddy Kenny and Fitz Hall 
(whose nickname of “one 
size” is maybe the best I’ve 
ever heard) be able to cope in 
the English top flight, a place 
where up to now at least they 
have failed. 

This can ultimately be said 
of their much heralded man- 
ager, at least by himself and 
those in the media who like 
him, Neil Warnock. Warnock 
is one of those people in the 
public eye who can’t help but 
split opinions; some love him 
whereas some really dislike 
him. Right now of course 
I’m sure most if not all QPR 
fans absolutely worship the 
ground he walks on, as he 
has been possibly the big- 
gest contributing factor in the 
team achieving promotion. 

And yet, I just don’t know 
that he is the right man to 
keep QPR in the league. 
When the pressure is really 
put on, Warnock often reacts 
badly. If one were to start a 
list of players and other man- 
agers that he has had major 
disputes with, such as Gareth 
Southgate, Wally Downes 
and Nigel Worthington, 
you’d probably need a lot of 


time and paper to complete 
the task. Also, he seemingly 
lacks the managerial nous to 
succeed against top opposi- 
tion. 

The last time Warnock man- 
aged a team in the Premier 
League, Sheffield United, 
they went straight back down 
within a year, although it does 
have to be said that up un- 
til the last day of the season 
they looked like they would 
be safe. If we can use that 
as evidence then it has to be 
argued that too often his team 
lacked the tactical awareness 
and knowledge to compete at 
the top level. Instead, War- 
nock’s teams rely on hard 
work, effort, and a general 
high level of teamwork to at- 
tain success. As teams like 
Wolves and Blackpool have 
shown, putting the effort in 
is all well and good, yet there 
is no substitute for quality, 
which to be frank I just can- 
not see Warnock enthusing 
his team with. 

The other major talking point 
around QPR and their possi- 
ble Premier League success, 
or indeed failure, centres on 
the best player in the Cham- 
pionship this year, club cap- 
tain Adel Taarabt. The young 
Moroccan has been the beat- 
ing heart of the Rangers side 
this term, and it would have 
been impossible for them to 
win the league without his 


goals and overall creativity. 
Firstly, it’s unsure that he 
will still be a QPR player by 
next season, as rumours are 
already circulating about a 
possible move to Liverpool, 
perhaps even in exchange for 
Joe Cole. If QPR do manage 
to keep hold of him, some- 
thing which I think they may 
just do, there is still a massive 
doubt as to how well he will 
do in the Premier League. 
Every step up in the quality 
of opposition you face pres- 
ents newer, stiffer challenges 
for any player, especially one 
in the mould of a creative 
attacker like Taarabt. It re- 
mains to be seen how well he 
will cope against opposition 
who will look to totally nul- 
lify him and not allow him 
to control the game as he has 
done so many times this sea- 
son in the Championship. 
What QPR will have on their 
side in their struggle against 
relegation is that they do have 
some finances. The exact 
ownership of the club is still 
a little convoluted, yet who- 
ever does own the London 
club certainly will be giving 
some money to Neil War- 
nock to spend. The Hoops 
definitely need some more 
defenders, which is a strange 
thing to say as they actually 
have the best defensive re- 
cord in their league. Yet if 
one were to watch the goals 


they have been letting in re- 
cently, when they’ve been 
under real pressure to per- 
form, then you would have 
to agree that a shakeup at the 
back is needed. 

They will also need more 
goal-scorers, as they have 
heavily relied on Taarabt. 
who may not be there next 
season, Tommy Smith, who 
hardly scored in his years ir 
the Premier League, and the 
aforementioned Wayne Rout- 
ledge. A top forward that has 
scored goals in the Premier 
League, a rare commodity 
it has to be said, should be 
on the shopping list over the 
summer. 

Ultimately much of any- 
one’s judgement of QPR’s 
Premier League potential is 
mere speculation. Yet any- 
one who watches English 
football knows what a big 
gulf in class there is betweer 
the bottom few in the Pre- 
mier League and the real tor 
English teams. If QPR can 
acquire a few more Premiet 
League level players, keer 
hold of Taarabt, and if War- 
nock can outperform his pre- 
vious efforts, then the Hoops 
do have a chance of survival 
next year. Yet as of now, | 
can’t help but think that the 
ever increasing gap betweer 
the Championship and _ the 
Premier League may just be 
too big for the London side. 
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“QP VacationRentalPeople.com 


28,000 holiday homes ~ 


Choose from 


world wide and save 
up to 50% on hote 


»> To advertise your property visit: www.vacationrentalpeople.com 


WG 


\ " 
o—8 


UOISSD_ ANOA buljioddns Ses 


ype a jd (0) ds 
Be 
aiqesnay | —— 
@& 00s 


ysejdojysejy 


"S]ayJeWUadns pue SuayesajOuM sUldIPawW syOds ‘AdeWeYd WO} a]qeleAy 
*SPaaU BUIDIPA\] SOUS INOA |e 104 


Sy9ed Pj0D/}0H « spienbyjnoj 
sofepueg aaisaypy osejq e sade, Buiddesys pibiy 
. ‘puejeaz MaN pure eljesny ssoloe sqnjo sods 9y1}9 J8y}0 AueW pue LOdS jo 


a1NWSuU| UeIeSNy ay Aq pasn Ajaaisnjoxz *syonposd auldipaw sods jo aHues ods 1S e | d O}S e | =] 


ysejdojsejz au} ym Aunful ysurebe jjasunOA 199}01d OS aNd Ue] J8}}9q SI UONUBAAd 


peojumoq 


(oe 


SS 


dud 
AnoA JO} 


> Ling eyxowey "yz “NOWIS YeAy “ZL “(9)(45) NaIGUV ESSHOW "| ‘YYay Wes!Zz ‘LHOINN-GNOTIS™ 2SI3 “OL ee "Oz :Mol uol4 
“ANYOHININIOd 2219 "py ‘GUYdIHS Alles "SL ‘TIOWNWI Uy “EZ ‘INNTIVIDIN 21191109 ‘YW INNZN 19A19S °9 "y} :mo1 yOeg 


"SoISSNY JU} 0} | -Z SEM 3109S jeu Oy ‘aUNneG Ul AueWw4a5 Ul LLOZ dnd pjioM S,usWwoOM Wald 9U} 
10} Gurnsedap a10jaq [10S SWOY UO ynO-PY YSe] 94 Sem Ajpudty oy -AepiajsaX pueyesz may ysuleGe dn oul SepHeW uUeleasny sul 


‘010Hd 


W1 1Wd 


VITVYULSNv 


T1vd Loot 


Photos: PAULLAU Gaal 


Matildas win World Cup send off_ 


By Ann Odong 


IN their final match on home 
soil, the Westfield Matildas 
have defeated a gallant New 
Zealand outfit 2 - 1 in beauti- 
ful conditions at Bluetongue 
Stadium. 

With a vocal crowd of 2,866 
supporters on hand, a first half 
header from striker Catherine 
Cannuli and a trademark Col- 
lette McCallum second half free 
kick was enough to see off the 
challenge of their trans-tasman 
rivals despite Hannah Wilkin- 
son’s first half equaliser. 

The Matildas entered the match 
strong favourites courtesy of a 
3 — 0 mid-week win over their 
opponents and the Australians 
started confidently. 

The home side looked to control 
proceedings early and, with the 
three-pronged attack of Cannuli, 
Kyah Simon and Samantha Kerr 
lively, it wasn’t long before they 
capitalised on their dominance. 

Released into space on the right 
flank, Kerr’s in-swinging cross 
found the late run of Cannuli 
with the Sydney FC striker head- 
ing home neatly in just the 9th 
minute. 

However, going behind early 
sparked the New Zealanders 
into action with Ria Percival, 
after spotting Melissa Barbieri 
off her line, looking to bring the 
Football Ferns level with her 
speculative 30 yard lob. Equal 
to the task, the Matildas’ captain 
tipped the dangerous ball over 
the cross bar averting the threat. 

Despite that, in the 26th minute 
New Zealand eventually equa- 
lised as winger Ali Riley pro- 
duced a low stinging cross into a 
crowded penalty box. Wilkinson 
was quickest to react and tucked 
away the ball virtually on the 
goal mouth. 


Monday 16th May 2011 


Tameka Butt 
outsprints Betsy 
Hassett. 


All square, the final minutes of 
the half saw a tense midfield 
tussle ensue and despite reason- 
able long range efforts from 
Tameka Butt, Kerr and Simon, 
the two sides went in even at the 
break. 

The second half began much 
like the first with Australia 
gaining the midfield ascendancy 
through McCallum and Sally 
Shipard. But despite the posses- 
sion, the Matildas’ strike force 
were unable to get clear sights 
on Jenny Bindon’s goal. 

Ten minutes into the half, that 
changed when the ever active 
Butt earned a free kick after be- 
ing fouled just inches outside the 
penalty area. 

Barely 18 yards from goal, dead 
ball specialist McCallum calmly 
slotted the ball into the bottom 
left corner of Bindon’s goal 
leaving the Fern’s custodian flat 
footed. 

Both sides continually in the 
half but neither were able to 
breakdown the other in an 
increasingly physical encounter 
leaving the Matildas to increase 
their winning streak against the 
New Zealanders to 21. 

Westfield Matildas coach Tom 
Sermanni observed it was tough 
encounter. “We made eight 
changes to the team from our 
game on Thursday and when 
you do that you lose some of 
your fluidity and cohesion.” 


“T think we learned that some of 


our players are a little bit short 
of a gallop and need some more 
hardened match play.” 

“But the really good thing for 
today, despite all of that, is that 
we won the game,” he said. 

“When you are playing interna- 
tional football and getting ready 
for the World Cup, and you want 
the confidence of your team to 
remain high, that’s an important 
aspect of the game.” 


Westfield Matildas 2 


(Catherine CANNULI 9’, Collette MC- 


CALLUM 55’) 
New Zealand 1 
(Hannah WILKINSON 27’) 


Sunday, 15 May 2011 

Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford 

Local kick-off: 3.00pm AEST 

Referee: Kate Jacewicz 

Assistant referees: Allyson Flynn Airlie 
Keen 

Fourth official: Peta McCallum 

Crowd: 2,866 


Westfield Matildas: 1. Melissa 
BARBIERI (gk)(c), 4. Clare POLK- 
INGHORNE (2. Ellyse PERRY 64’), 

6. Servet UZUNLAR, 14. Collette MC- 
CALLUM (30. Emily VAN EGMOND 
83’), 15. Sally SHIPARD, 16. Elise 
KELLOND-KNIGHT, 17. Kyah SIMON, 
20. Catherine CANNULI (19. Leena 
KHAMIS 46’), 22. Sam KERR, 23. Kim 
CARROLL, 24. Tameka BUTT 


Substitutes not used: 5. Lauren COLT- 
HORPE, 7. Heather GARRIOCK, 

10. Kylie LEDBROOK, 18. Lydia 
WILLIAMS, 25. Casey DUMONT, 26. 
Laura ALLEWAY, 27. Aivi LUIK, 28. 
Teigan ALLEN, 29. Caitlin FOORD 


Yellow Cards: Sally Shipard 45+1’, 
Kyah Simon 77’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


New Zealand: 1. Jenny BINDON 
(gk), Ria PERCIVAL (11. Kirsty YAL- 
LOP 67’), 3. Anna GREEN, 4. Katie 
HOYLE, 5. Abby ERCEG, 6. Rebecca 
SMITH (c), 7. Ali RILEY, 9. Amber 
HEARN, 12. Betsy HASSETT, 13. 
Rosie WHITE (14. Sarah MCLAUGH- 


LIN 87’), 17. Hannah WILKINSON (15. 


Emma KETE 66’) 


Substitutes not used: 8. Hayley 
MOORWOOD, 10. Sarah GRE- 
GORIUS, 16. Hannah WALL, 18. 
Katie BOWEN, 19. Olivia CHANCE, 
Aroon CLANSEY (gk), 21. Hannah 
BROMLEY 


Yellow Cards: Katie Hoyle 48’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


— 
¢ 4 


Matilda Kyah Simon 
takes.on the Ferns 
defence lead hy skipper 
Rebecca Smith. 


Trans Tasman 


the ire of the 
Ferns’ bench.” 


Sally Shipard closes down 
Rebecca Smith. 


Diamond Geezers Dept: 2nd\Halt 


On a weekend when the Man- 
chester’s of United and City won 
the league and FA Cup respective- 
ly, you’d be forgiven if London 
Calling didn’t change it’s name 
in homage to the Mancunian 
ones. However, on this historical 
weekend of football, matters near 
the foot of the league table are far 
more riveting. 
Wigan take on West Ham, in what 
would have been the game of the 
weekend, had Wolves and Black- 
pool not spoilt things by winning. 
Now it looks highly likely that both 
clubs will be relegated from the 
Premier League. 
There are huge contrasts between 
the two clubs. There’s West Ham, 
a historic East London club, who 
boasted such greats as Bobby 
Moore, Rio Ferdinand and Marco 
Boogers (Google him!) and Wigan, 
who, for the first time ever, were 
promoted to the top flight in 2005, 
and have remained ever since. 
That’s not where the contrasts end. 
According to espn.soccernet, West 
Ham’s average crowd in the league 
this season is 33,464, and Wigan’s is 
almost exactly half that, at 16,521. 
Wigan would not be much of a 
loss from the Premier League, not 
with those crowds. But merit, rather 
than sentiment, dictates that both 
of these clubs will most likely go 
down, probably along with Black- 
pool. Leaving aside attendance and 
tradition these two clubs from north 
and south of the country have a lot 
more in common. Both are in the 
crap financially. 


Wigan are a small club, and simple 
economics dictate that they have to 
sell their best players. They sold 
Antonio Valencia and Wilson Pala- 
cios and have not replaced either. 
Their real problem has been scor- 
ing goals and the arrival of Mauro 
Boselli (£6m from Estudiantes) has 
done nothing to help. He played 
seven times for Wigan without 
scoring, and was loaned to Genoa, 
where he’s scored two in five. Quite 
frankly, Charles N’Zogbia aside, 
Roberto Martinez hasn’t got the 
weapons from midfield to provide 
assists for the men in attack. And, 
with signings like Boselli and Vic- 
tor Moses, its no surprise they can- 
not round off their pretty approach- 
play with goals. 

West Ham could be accused of be- 
ing a larger version of Wigan. Over 
the years they’ve sold their best 
players, whilst being able to pro- 
duce quality replacements. For the 
last few years, the quality of player 
coming through the academy had 
dried up. Add to that some poor 
signings and they’ll be an exodus 
at West Ham come the off-season. 
The thing is, West Ham don’t have 


With Leroy Robinson in the UK 


that bad a team. When fit, it is made 
up of four England internation- 
als: Scott Parker, Matthew Upson, 
Robert Green and Carlton Cole. As 
usually happens, these players will 
be the first out of the door come the 
summer. There’s something to be 
said for them staying and proving 
themselves, but the club need the 
money, and the players don’t need 
lower division football. 


But what they have in common 
more than anything else is their 
financial state. Like most Premier 

League clubs, these two are making 
a bucket-load of money in one hand 
and spending it twice as quickly 
with the other. Last week, David 
Gold, West Ham Co-Owner, was 
speaking about the cost of relega- 
tion. 

“The fans should know this club is 
in a worse financial position than 
any other in the country,” Sulli- 
van told the Evening Standard last 
week. “All the debts are football or 
bank debts secured on the stadium 
and training ground so there is 
no route via administration. West 
Ham really is a club where the 
football and bank debts exceed the 
value of the club.” 

Think about this. If the banks call 
in the loans, they can sell the club’s 
assets to developers, and where 
would West Ham be? No wonder 
they want to move to the Olympic 
Stadium! No wonder they needed a 
loan to do it! 

“It’s a pretty thankless task and 
the criticism hurts,” added Sul- 
livan. “Should the worst [relega- 
tion] happen, we will have to inject 
loans of £20m-£40m, depending 
on circumstances, which will prob- 
ably never be repaid. I don’t believe 
the supporters realise the potential 
real cost to us. 

Dave Whelan, Chairman of Wigan 
Athletic, was on the BBC pro- 
gramme Lord Sugar Tackles Foot- 
ball, an investigation into the busi- 
ness side of football. It didn’t tell 
me anything new, but I did learn 
one thing: that there will not be a 
salary cap in football. Clubs are too 
divided on the issue. To his credit 
Whelan, who guided Wigan through 
all four professional divisions, has 
been trying to gather clubs together 
to come to some sort of agreement 
on the maximum wage for players. 

‘Wigan’ Athletics’ debt,” he said 
on the show, “at present is running 
at around £70m..that is basically 
debt to me.” Whelan did not hesitate 
when asked what was the biggest 
problem facing football. “The big 
problem is wages,” he said. “We’re 
paying too much in wages.” 

Again, nothing new. However, 


Code Red: Forget about the onfield performances, West Ham United and Wigan Athletic are facing a 
monumental task of balancing the books and keeping Miss Moneypenny happy. 


it wasn’t the first-team players 
Whelan was specifically grumbling 
about. Some squad players at Wigan 
are paid the same as first team play- 
ers. Essentially, there are players at 
his club that are happy not playing, 
as long as they collect their 10, 20, 
30,000 a week. 

His approach to tackling the 
problem was novel. Interestingly 
enough, he had a regional meet- 
ing with other smaller clubs, such 
as Bolton. Blackburn and Wolves 
to propose a salary cap, applicable 
to those clubs only. These types 
of cartels are great when they hap- 
pen between clubs with one com- 
mon goal, in this case to stay in the 
league, but naturally fall apart if one 
of them is taken over by a Russian 
oligarch or when two clubs are after 
the same player. 


Before you pull out a tissue, think 
about this: What are these clubs 
trying to do to put this right? Are 
they promoting more youth team 
players? Are they imposing wage 
caps on the squad? Why don’t clubs 
just take unilateral action? What 
they are doing is more of the same 
things that got them into debt, buy- 
ing squad players on silly wages. 
Why not take steps to improve the 
coaching, training and technique of 
players at the academy? Why have 
a garden with vegetable patch if 
you’re going to buy vegetables at 


The latest Adidas Football Team Wear 
available to your team. 


To receive the latest catalogue 
contact adidason- 


ae 


the supermarket? 

You know the funny thing? People 
say football is a business but some 
clubs, like Wigan and West Ham, 
are being run on charity from the 
owners or by using bank loans. 
Another mantra that cracks up me 
is the saying “no-one is bigger than 
the club”. If a football club is so im- 
portant why don’t they start by only 
paying players wages that wont 
mean having to get bank loans or 
charity from owners. Why not run it 
like a business? Earlier this season 
Man Utd bent over backwards to 
give Rooney a wage increase, de- 
spite his request for a transfer. The 
best thing United could have done 
was tell him where to go, that he 
wasn’t bigger than the club. Play- 
ers are employees of the club, im- 
portant employees, but employees 
nonetheless. 

I know it sounds very simplistic, to 
have a ceiling on wages. One that is 
at a level that does not stretch debts. 
But Arsenal have this policy. The 
best thing West Ham and Wigan 
can do is get rid of their highest paid 
players. As good as Scott Parker has 
been, he hasn’t helped them stay 
up. Cole, Upson and Robert Green 
haven’t either. Why not use relega- 
tion to start afresh, and put more 
youth team players in the squad, on 
a fraction of the wages? The bottom 
line is, if you’re gong to be shit, 
why not have a low wage bill? 


Blaming coaches, players and 
agents wont wash. Coaches and 
players are employees and have a 
career to think about, so I have no 
problem with them getting paid as 
much as clubs are willing to pay. As 
for agents, some people have this 
notion that players are inanimate 
objects, at the mercy of unscrupu- 
lous agents. Agents who want to 
move them from club to club like 
chess pieces, - so the agent can pick 
up a fee. Read my lips. The agents 
work for the players, not vice versa. 
Are there rotten agents? Yes. Just 
like there are rotten players, play- 
ers who get paid regardless of how 
little effort they give on the pitch. 
That’s life. But to lay the blame at 
the agent’s door, when it s the clubs 
who have the right to say no to wage 
demands, is passing the buck. 

Its time the clubs stood up and im- 
posed their own salary restrictions, 
based on their debts and ability to 
pay. Wigan and West Ham have a 
chance to start afresh by playing 
youth team players. It will be pain- 
ful at first, but add a few quality 
signings on low wages et viola, you 
get a club like Norwich City, who 
have just been promoted to the Pre- 
mier League. 

The other solution would be for 
reserve teams to be allowed into 
the league, as happens in Germany 
and Spain. This would give reserve 
team players experience in a com- 


petitive environment. To help clubs 
cut costs, it is also time to have re- 
gional leagues for the lower tiers, as 
happens in Germany. Don’t think 
this will happen any time soon so 
until then, it is up to the clubs to put 
a rein on player’s wages, which is 
a bit like asking a fat child to run a 
sweet shop. 


Congratulations to Man City for 
winning their first trophy since 
time began. 

However, why does Roberto Man- 
cini persist in starting Adam John- 
son on the bench, as he did in the 
FA Cup Final? Johnson and David 
Silva are two of the better dribblers 
in the league. They commit players 
and have been amongst City’s top 
offensive performers. My theory is 
that Mancini too often has taken the 
easy option of dropping Johnson to 
make way for the bigger stars. John- 
son, as a young player, wont cause 
much of a fuss, unlike some of the 
other, more established performers. 
Well done City. You’ve proved you 
can buy an FA Cup, now its time for 
bigger things. Beware, as Chelsea 
have proved, big signings do not 
always produce a team that can win 
the UCL. 


Sources: 
The Guardian 
espn.soccernet 
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FOOTBALL FOCUS) 1) St/Albans| Saints; Liam Cannell 


FULLSNAME:|Liam|Stuart/Cannell 
BIRTHPLACE:|Moonee\Ponds 
BIRTH|DATE:\18/02/1988 

HEIGHT:/1 80cm 

WEIGHT:)75kg 

MARRIED: Single 

CAR: 1994\Toyota\Camry, 
NICKNAME:\Leemo 
PREVIOUS|CL-UBS:|Melbourne)Knights} 
Keilor/ParksGreenjGully, 
REPRESENTATIVE|HONOURS: 
2005\Victorian|Schoolboys, Victorian Talent) 
Identification|Program} 2005) 
INDIVIDUAL;HONOURS: Nones 
j/EAM|HONOURS:}2008/and/201 0)Aust-Cro 
Soccerjlournament(Champions|—st/Albans 
Saints;and|Melbourne)Knights 

CHILDHOOD) FOOTBALL| HERO: 
)David|Beckham/&My/Father, 
FAVOURITE(O/S)PLAYER:|David|Beckham 
FAVOURITE|HAL® PLUAYER:/Archiejlhompson 
FAVOURITE|FORMER‘SOCCEROO: 
Marke Viduka 
FAVOURITE CURRENT; SOCCEROO 
Tim|C % 3 

MOST; TORE MATCHIAS)A\ P \YER: 
My,VPLD beintve hPa away, and iwin: 


rae 
MEMORABLE MATCH ASJA 


A-l'eague\Grand|Final|Melbour 
Adelaide)United|6-0 
MOSjTjMEMORABLE(GOAL YOU; VE 
SCORED:/Any/goal|fromjover;30)\yards 
EARLIESTIROOTBALLE MEMORY: |Beingileam) 
mascotiforiWestvale oe ae : 
FUNNIEST/MOMENTJIN[ROOTBALLE:|Beingiay 
apa the Melbourne)Knights\changeroomyy 
ino7/08 

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMED : 
Missing/2)penaltiesjin\the same game 

Vagainst Northcotejlast years a 
WORSTINYURY:hTorn| ligaments inmyfankie} 
MOSTIDIFFICULT OPPONENT: ea 

{Graham|Hocklessy ” 
FAVOURITEIAWAY{GROUND: 
Knigh Stadium} 


uy 


Eggs on\toast and{spaghetti|b gnaise 
WHATVARE YOUR'STRENGTHS: Shooting: 
assing, Stamina; Pace} Set\Pieces 
WHAT; ARE\YOUI YY OUR\WEAKNESSES: Ball 
atching, Workirate](sometimes);/Girls) 
‘AVOURITE\TEAM|WHEN GROWING UP: 
jeeds|United 
FAVOURITE( OnE SPORTS: 
Golf} See ear 

TFAVOURITE 
Kobe)Bryant} 
FAVOURITE|ROODS:lItalianfand|Mexican 
FAVOURITE'ACTOR/ACTRESS:\WilllFerrell 
TOGHES Eptig es Pipestone 
ling Beach] 

FAVOURITE}H 
RarjutBeachiclublice, 

FAVOURITE oe 

IDEALBDATE! = th) fand| 
cafephugelicaruitfoasentipescoan 
FAVOURITE(TV{SHOWS:|Family(Guy4Southyay 
Park4Breaking|Bad) 

Sa MUSIC:|PunkiRock¢ 

FAVOURITE: 

LAS TISOCCER(SHIRTYOU]BOUGHT: 
eeds|United| 
WOURSERS ainatlipurposehygoumyseli sont 


of 

BIGGE SHINGTUE NCE ONC ARE MY Ood 
BIGGEST/DRAGINISOCCER Ineseaors 
enclealemntsratits 

LOE Ral ey 
WHICH/PERSONIIN|THE|WORLD)WOULD) 
BOUGSKe ONEET omeaten) 
TORUPFORES ARO 
Brisbane)Roar, 

NOURTIREORIISYEAS Vy 
ee ud ‘ 
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£3 Euro Scene 


Manchester's double delight! 


Well, what a Saturday it 
was in England this week, 
more specifically the city 
of Manchester. Despite the 
intense rivalry between the 
two, the red and blue of 
Manchester joined forces 
to prove that they are the 
best teams in England for 
the 2010-2011 season. 

However, United overshad- 
owed City’s drought break- 
ing search for a trophy in 
the F.A. Cup final, winning 
their 19th title and becom- 
ing the most successful club 
in English league history. 

Manchester United trav- 
elled to Ewood Park with 
the hope of becoming the 
ultimate conqueror of Eng- 
lish football, just by getting 
a point against league strug- 
glers, Blackburn. United 
managed to do this through, 
who else but star striker 
Wayne Rooney’s penalty 
expertise. 

However, it did not all go to 
plan for United, with Aus- 
tralian Brett Emerton find- 
ing himself free at the back 
post of the reds’ defence and 
putting Blackburn ahead in 
the 20th minute. 

The game was a constant 
battle for supremacy, but 
for different reasons: Black- 
burn, to stay of the relegation 
zone and United to become 
the best team in English 
history, making the game 
intense, passionate and per- 
sistently entertaining. 


The moment of truth for 
United and their fans, and 
all they have strived to- 
wards came in the 73rd min- 
ute. Javier Hernandez was 
brought down by Blackburn 
keeper Paul Robinson in the 
box, meaning it was Rooney 
who could put United in 
the English football history 
books. 

Rooney sent Robinson the 
wrong way and roosted the 
penalty home, tucking it 
bottom left propelling them 
to the summit of English 
football. 

When the final whistle 
sounded, the Reds united in 
a huddle on the pitch, sub- 
stitutes charged onto the 
ground with their legend- 
ary coach Sir Alex Ferguson 
and celebrated with their 
fans. They shouted chants of 
“Are you watching, Mersey- 


side?” to their Liverpool ri- 
vals, whom they overtook 
to become the best English 
club with 19 league cham- 
pionships for United and 18 
for Liverpool. 

Overall, the tally stands at 
59 trophies for United and 
58 for Liverpool and club 
legends Ryan Giggs and his 
loyal coach in Sir Alex have 
managed to contribute to 12 
of these titles together since 
1993. 

This epitomises United’s 
passion for football and 
titles, but also their loyalty 
towards each other in their 
perseverance and determi- 
nation to become the best 
team in England. 


On Saturday, the only 
team that could possibly 
take the glory from Unit- 
ed were their city rivals: 


Asian Scene with Daniel laconis 


Shimzu S-Pulse’s poor start 
to the season continued on 
Saturday after they were 
smashed 5-1 by fifth placed 
Vissel Kobe with Yoshito 
Okubo and Ken Tokura both 
scoring a brace for the visi- 
tors. 

Australians Alex Brosque and 
Eddy Bosnar both picked up 
yellows in their sides capitu- 


lation in front of a crowd of 
14,350. 

Elsewhere on Saturday Kashi- 
wa Reysol continued their 
impressive form recording a 
resounding 3-0 win away to Al- 
birex Niigata, Vegalta Sendai 
threw away a 2-0 half-time lead 
to draw 3-3 draw at home to Ju- 
bilo Iwata, Montedio Yamagata 
suffered a 1-0 home loss to 
Omiya Ardija while Sanfrecce 


INDOOR 
SOCCER 


Hiroshima held on at home to 
record a 3-2 win over Yokoha- 
ma to retain second place. 


Chunnam Dragons jumped into 
fourth place with a 2-0 home 
win against struggling Daejeon 
Citizen. The home side took the 
lead in the 68th minute thanks 
to a Young-Jun Shin goal and 
Columbian Javier Reina scored 


Manchester City, who 
went into the FA. Cup 
final against Stoke City 
hoping to win their first 
title in 35 years, and a soli- 
tary Yaya Toure goal made 
this come to fruition. 
City probably went into the 
game hoping United would 
have to wait another week 
before clinching the title so 
that they could take the tro- 
phy honours of the night, but 
this was not to be as United 
became the most dominant 
club in England prior to the 
kick off of City’s FA. Cup 
encounter with Stoke City. 
But, City’s performance at 
Wembley takes a lot of the 
attention off their city ri- 
vals’ league championship 
success all the football eyes 
of England look towards the 
red and blue of Manchester. 
Roberto Mancini’s side 
went into the match as 
heavy favourites, but it took 
74 minutes for the sky blues 
to hammer home the win- 
ner, courtesy of a sublime 
Yaya Toure strike. 
City dominated large patch- 
es of the game, with Stoke 
coming close to scoring, 
but like United’s game, it 
was an intense and constant 
tussle for supremacy and the 
FA Cup. 
However, the win caps off a 
successful year for City and 
Mancini, who aimed for and 
achieved a top four finish, 
and have now won their first 
piece of silverware since 
1976. 


the second goal in the 89th 
minute to ensure the Dragons 
took all three points. 

Lowly Gangwon suffered yet 
another home loss, this time a 
1-0 loss at the hands of Gwangju 
courtesy of a Dong-Sub Kim 
goal in the 23rd minute. 


Results 
Barclays Premier League 
Blackburn 1-1 Man Utd (Man Utd are 
champions) 

Blackpool 4-3 Bolton 


Sunderland 1-3 Wolverhampton 
West Brom 1-0 Everton 


The FA Cup 
Man City 1-0 Stoke 


Npower League One 
Bournemouth 1-1 Huddersfield 


Npower League Two 
Torquay 2-0 Shrewsbury 


Clydesdale Bank Premier League 
Hamilton 1-2 Inverness CT 
Hibernian 1-3 Aberdeen 

St Mirren 0-0 St Johnstone 


Scottish First Division 
Ayr 3-3 Forfar (agg 7-4) 
Cowdenbeath 0-2 Brechin (agg 2-4) 


Scottish Second Division 
Albion 2-0 Queen's Park (agg 3-1) 
Alloa 0-0 Annan Athletic (agg 1-2) 


Scot-Ads Highland Football League 
Formartine Utd 2-4 Clachnacuddin 
Lossiemouth 0-5 Wick Academy 


Npower Championship 
Reading 0-0 Cardiff 
League of Ireland Premier Division 
Bray 2-1 UCD 
Drogheda Utd 0-3 Sligo 
Galway Utd 0-2 Bohemians 
SPE 
P GD Pts 
1 Rangers KY Ass a) ) 
2 Celtic of Ge) Ge) 
3 Hearts oe) 8) 
4 Dundee Utd 37458 
6 Kilmarnock 37249 
7 Motherwell 37-16 «46 


5 Inverness CT 38° 18) 53 
8 St Johnstone 38 -20 44 


9 Aberdeen 38-20 38 
10 Hibernian 38) 22.3 
11 St Mirren 38-24-33 
12 Hamilton a) es) 


, le te | | 
9 era | | 
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Wire ekilly 
EPI 
P GD Pts 
1 Man Utd of So Tai 
2 Chelsea 36) 37 70 
3 Arsenal 36 30 667 
4 Man City 36 22 65 
5 Liverpool 36 18 58 
6 Tottenham 36 6 56 
7 Everton of oi 
8 Stoke 36 2 46 
9 Bolton 37 -2 «46 
10 West Brom 37 -15 46 
11 Fulham 36 4 45 
12 Newcastle 36-1 «44 
13 Sunderland 37-14 «44 
14 Aston Villa 36-13 42 
15 Blackburn 37 -14 40 
16 Wolves 37 -19 40 
17 Birmingham 36-18 39 
18 Blackpool 37-21 39 
19 Wigan 36 -23 36 
20 West Ham 36 -23 33 
Bundesliga 
P GD Pts 
1 Borussia Dortmund (C) 34 45 75 
2 Bayer Leverkusen 34 20 68 
3 Bayern Munich 34 41 65 
4 Hannover 96 34 4 60 
5 Mainz 34 13 58 
6 Nuremberg 34 2 47 
7 FC Kaiserslautern 34-3 46 
8 Hamburg 34-6 45 
9 SC Freiburg 34 -9 44 
10 Cologne 34 -15 44 
11 TSG Hoffenheim 34 (0 43 
12 VIB Stuttgart 341 «42 
13 Werder Bremen 34 -14 41 
14 Schalke 04 34-6 40 
15 Wolfsburg 34-5 38 
16 Borussia M’gladbach 34 -17 36 
17 Eintracht Frankfurt (R) 34 -18 34 
18 St Pauli (R) 34 -33 29 


Bayern Munich 2-1 VfB Stuttgart 

Borussia Dortmund 3-1 Eintracht Frankfurt 
Cologne 2-1 Schalke 04 

FC Kaiserslautern 3-2 Werder Bremen 
Hamburg 1-1 Borussia M’gladbach 
Hannover 96 3-1 Nuremberg 

Mainz 2-1 St Pauli 

SC Freiburg 0-1 Bayer Leverkusen 

TSG Hoffenheim 1-3 Wolfsburg 


P GD Pts 
1 AC Milan (C) 37 41 81 
2 Inter Milan 36 25 72 
3 Napoli 36 20 68 
4 Lazio 37 14 63 
5 Udinese 36 20 62 
6 Roma 36 66 60 
7 Juventus Si) ill ys 
8 Palermo 36 -4 53 
9 Fiorentina 36 «5 49 
10 Genoa 37-3 48 
11 Cagliari 37-7 44 
12 Chievo 36-2 43 
13 Catania 36 -11 43 
14 Parma 36 -9 42 
15 Bologna 36 -13 41 
16 Cesena 36 -12 40 
17 Lecce 36 -20 38 
18 Sampdoria 36 -13 36 
19 Brescia 36 -17 31 
20 Bari 36 -31 21 


AC Milan 4-1 Cagliari 
Lazio 4-2 Genoa 


Playing overnight 
Fiorentina v Bologna 
Bari v Lecce 
Catania v Roma 
Cesena v Brescia 
Chievo v Udinese 


Parma v Juventus 


Alex Brosque was on the end of a spanking in Japan on the weekend. 


LOCATIONS INCLUDE: 


CAMBERWELL 
COLLINGWOOD 


CARLTON NORTH 

VERMONT SOUTH 
CAULFIELD 

GLEN WAVERLEY ENDEAVOUR HILLS wwwsuper5s.org 


FOOTSCRAY 
BOX HILL 
PRESTON 

HAWTHORN 
CARLTON 


MENS & MIXED 
COMPETITIONS 
0433 000 444 


info@superss.org 


Womens) Premier League 


Comets flying high and 


By Niki Cook 


Round 7 of the Victorian 
Women’s Premier League 
saw Casey Comets consoli- 
date its position at the top 
of the ladder, courtesy of its 
sixth win of the season. San- 
dringham holds on to sec- 
ond place despite not play- 
ing until Monday, with a big 
win for South Melbourne 
Women’s helping it cement 
third place. Bundoora is 
fourth after a mixed round 
produced a win and a loss, 
with Ashburton and Heidel- 
berg United also enjoying 
victories during the week- 
end. 

Bundoora United arrested 
its recent run of losses in the 
round’s midweek match, de- 
feating the Emerging Ath- 
lete Program 3-1 at DISC 
on Wednesday night. After 
a goalless first half, Melissa 
Missailidis broke the deadlock 
twelve minutes into the second 
period to give Bundoora the 
lead. The bulk of the action 
was reserved for the closing 
stages of the game, with the 
remaining three goals com- 
ing in the last fifteen minutes 
of the game. Bianca Ortika 
put the EAP back in the game 
when she equalised in the 
75th minute, but Enza Barilla 
restored United’s advantage 
seven minutes later. Theresa 
Borges made certain of the 
points for Bundoora, scoring 
her team’s third in the fourth 
minute of stoppage time. The 
defeat was the EAP’s | third 
in as many games, and it has 
won just once in its last five 
matches. It drops another 
place on the ladder to eighth. 

Ashburton returned to the 
winners’ list on Friday night, 
when it saw off Doncaster 
Rovers 2-1 at Anderson Park. 
In contrast to Wednesday 
night’s match, this time all 
the action came in the first 
half, with all three goals be- 
ing scored before the inter- 
val. Ashburton has enjoyed 
a mini-resurgence in recent 
weeks, with two of its three 
victories coming in its last 
three matches. It leapfrogs the 
EAP to sit seventh on the lad- 
der with ten points from eight 
games. Doncaster’s sixth de- 
feat of the season keeps it at 
the bottom of the table, with 
four points. 

Heidelberg United bounced 
back from a heavy defeat on 
Monday night to see off Al- 
tona City 2-1 at HC Kim Re- 
serve on Sunday. United had 
been soundly beaten 4-0 by 
Sandringham on Monday, and 
it left it very late to claim the 
points in this game. The match 
appeared destined for a draw, 
before two goals in quick suc- 
cession in the 84th and 86th 
minutes from Melanie Camil- 
leri and Elise Kyrgios gave 
the visitor an unassailable 


Aleisha Piper (Casey) tries to outpace Rachel Alonso (Bundoora) in the middle of the park. 
Photo: DARRYL KENNEDY 


down the danger. Photo: DARRYL KENNEDY 


Lucrece Laverdure (Bundoora) attempts to get her cross in as Natalie Grubic (Casey) is on a mission to close 


lead. Altona struck back in 
the 90th minute through Katia 
Tavolaro, but ran out of time 
to find an equaliser. The result 
lifts United to fifth on the lad- 
der, with four victories and a 
draw in its seven games. Al- 
tona remains tenth, following 
its fifth defeat of the season, a 
loss that ended its mini-revival 
which had seen it pick up four 
points in its last two games. 
South Melbourne Women’s 
produced its second big win 
in three matches, and made it 
four consecutive victories in 
the process, as it dispatched 
VCL Country 7-0 at DISC 
on Sunday. Laura Spiranovic 
had a day out in front of goal, 


scoring four times, to take her 
personal tally to eight in the 
past three games alone and ten 
for the season. She opened the 
scoring in the sixth minute, 
with Jolene Miller doubling 
the advantage ten minutes lat- 
er. Only trailing by two goals 
at the interval, VCL Coun- 
try was still in the game, but 
South dominated the second 
half. Helina Vunderl-Messis 
scored the visitor’s third just 
after the interval, with Spira- 
novic and Miller both grab- 
bing their second goals of 
the game in quick succession 
midway through the half. 
Spiranovic added a further 
two goals in the last five min- 


utes of the game to wrap up 
South’s second 7-0 triumph of 
the campaign. It remains third 
on the ladder, while Country’s 
third successive defeat leaves 
it ninth with six points. 

Casey Comets continued its 
impressive run, with its 3-0 
defeat of Bundoora United at 
Comets Stadium making it six 
consecutive victories. It hasn’t 
dropped a point since Round 
2, and it ends the weekend 
four points clear at the top of 
the table. Goals from Melissa 
Atherton and Taryn Brown 
helped the home side to a 2-0 
half time lead, with Atherton 
adding a third after the break 
to make sure of the points. 


Bundoora has found it tough 
in front of goal of late, having 
been held goalless in three of 
its last four matches, and los- 
ing those three matches as a 
consequence. After sharing 
top spot on the ladder a few 
weeks ago, United now finds 
itself fourth, with thirteen 
points from eight matches. 
The final match of the round 
took place on Monday night, 
with Sandringham looking to 
close the gap on Casey when 
it hosted Box Hill United at 
Kingston Heath Soccer Com- 
plex. 

Heidelberg United and the 
EAP get the Round 8 action 
started on Wednesday night 


WRINRESULTS 


Doncaster Rovers 1 
Ashburton 2 


Altona City 1 
Heidelberg Utd 2 


VCL Country 0 
South Melbourne Womens FC 7 


Casey Comets 3 
(M Atherton 2 T- Brown) 
Bundoora Utd 0 


Res: 

Doncaster Rovers 1 

Ashburton 6, Altona City 4 
Heidelberg Utd 3, Casey Com- 


ets 0 Bundoora Utd 0 

WPINUADDER 

P WD LFS VAgRts 
CaseyComets 8 6 1 1 21 7 19 
Sandringham 7 5 O 2 22 7 15 
SouhMelb 7 4 2 1 19 4 14 
BundooraUtd 8 4 1 3 13 9 13 
HeidelbergUtd 7 4 1 2 11 10 13 
BoxHililtd 7 3 2 2 13° 42eedd 
Ashburton 8 3 1 4 A2I7eatG 
EmergingAth 7 3 0 4 14 17 9 
VCLCounty 8 2 0 6 10 22 6 
Altona City ~% 1 4 Sac meee 

WPISNext|Round| 


Emerging Athlete v Heidelberg Utd 
DISC - Pitch 1 
Wed 18 May KO 7:30PM 


Box Hill United v Ashburton 
Wembley Park 
Fri 20 May KO 8:30PM 


Bundoora Utd v Sandringham SC 
Hills Recreational Res 
Sat 21 May KO 2:00PM 


South Melbourne v Altona City 
Paisley Park Soccer Complex 
Sat 21 May KO 7:30PM 


VCL Country v Doncaster Rovers 
To Be Confirmed 


Sun 22 May KO 1:00PM 
Heidelberg Utd v Casey Comets 
Olympic Village 
Sun 22 May KO 1:00PM 
IWPIRESERVES)UADDER 

P W OD L. OF VAgrtS 
Boxinililid 5 5 O 0) 30) 595 
SouthMeb 6 3 2 117 9 Tf! 
BundooraUtd 7 3 2 2 8 9 11 
Sandringham 5 3 1 #1 #9 3 10 
Ashburton 6 3! 0) Saaiaaeae) 
Altona City 6 2 2 2 7eaicmES 
CaseyComets 6 2 1 3 14 12 7 
HeidelbergUtd 6 0 2 4 #4 17 2 
DoncasterR 7 O 2 5 6 29 2 
EmergingAth 0 ow 
VCLCountry 0 YY @ 


when they meet at DISC in 
this week’s midweek fixture. 
Box Hill United will have a 
short recovery following its 
Monday night match, as it 
hosts Ashburton at Wembley 
Park on Friday night. Satur- 
day afternoon sees Bundoora 
United take on Sandringham 
at Hillsview Recreation Re- 
serve, while at Paisley Park 
later that evening, South 
Melbourne Women’s and Al- 
tona City face off. On Sunday 
VCL Country and Doncaster 
Rovers will meet at a yet to 
be confirmed venue, with 
Heidelberg United and Casey 
Comets clashing at Olympic 
Village in the final match of 
the round. 


Resultsealfaddersm Victorian State & Provisional Leagues - Round 06 


Whittlesea Ranges FC 0 Ballarat Red Devils 0, Altona 
East Phoenix Banyule City , Brunswick City Altona City , 
FC Clifton Hill 1 Werribee City 1, Moreland City 2 (L Kelly 
S Wade) Williamstown 1, Westgate 2 (A Jovicic K Otuo- 
Acheampong) Geelong 0 


Moreland City 
Whittlesea Ranges FC. 
Werribee City 

FC Clifton Hill 

Ballarat Red Devils 
Westgate 
Altona East Phoenix 
Geelong 
Brunswick City 
Williamstown 
Altona City 
Banyule City 


=a aN a 


MANBMRMAANABR®AMADVD 
SCCOOAS232W0NHUETDS 
ANNWANONNANDTD 
ARWNAWNNAOOOT 
NANAODOCHDON =H 

SCANNAKRDMOWROA 


Whittlesea Ranges FC 3 (M Lihari D Giogha K Samu- 
el) Ballarat Red Devils 1, Altona East Phoenix Banyule 
City , Brunswick City Altona City , FC Clifton Hill Wer- 
ribee City , 


PW DL F A PT 
Altona East Phoenix 6 4 1 111 7 12 
FC Clifton Hill 6 3 3 011 511 
Werribee City 6 3 2 1 8 7 10 
Moreland City 5 3 0 2:23:10 9 
Brunswick City 6 3 1210 8 9 
Whittlesea Ranges FC. 6 22 21211 8 
Williamstown 42.1 1-5 3 7 
Ballarat Red Devils 6 2 7 3 7411-7 
Banyule City 6 213 811 6 
Westgate 4112 5 6 4 
Geelong 5 01 4 413 1 
Altona City 6 02 4 517 1 


Keilor Park 2 (G Mussel S Mussel) Whittlesea Utd 0, La 
Trobe University 3 (D Mitric L Lavalle C Pham) Geelong 
Rangers 0, Maribyrnong Greens 2 Hume Utd 2 (J Sehic 
E Koc), Sunbury Utd 2 (M Filipovic D Gray) Cairnlea 3 (A 
Alicevic F Tijani O Mustafa), Yarraville Glory 1 Avondale 
Heights 2, Melbourne University 1 (M Sani) Sydenham 
Park 4 


PWD éoLF APT 
Keilor Park 6 42 09 2 14 
Sydenham Park 6 4 0 215 10 12 
Avondale Heights 6 3211 811 
Cairnlea 63218 611 
Melbourne University 6 3 1 210 8 10 
La Trobe University 6 2 7 3:8: 8. 
Yarraville Glory 6.2: 2 3) 6. 7 7 
Whittlesea Utd 6213 69 7 
Sunbury Utd 6 2 0 4 810 6 
Geelong Rangers 6 1 3 21014 6 
Hume Utd 6 12 3 810 5 
Maribyrnong Greens 6 11 41016 4 


Keilor Park 2 (J Porter D Ottelli) Whittlesea Utd 1, 
La Trobe University 3 (F Doney M Venditti P Natsis) 
Geelong Rangers 0, Maribyrnong Greens Hume Utd 
, Sunbury Utd 3 (SR McLelland S Huisman J Moody) 
Cairnlea 0, Yarraville Glory 1 Avondale Heights 1, 
Melbourne University 3 (M Rathjen A Ng 2) Sydenham 
Park 1 


PWD LF A PT 
Keilor Park 6 4 1 128 8 13 
La Trobe University 6 4 1 #417 10 13 
Sunbury Utd 6 3 3 017 6 12 
Whittlesea Utd 6 3 1 218 7 10 
Avondale Heights 6 3 1 215 9 10 
Yarraville Glory 6 3 1 2 16 19 10 
Cairnlea 6 3 0 31317 9 
Sydenham Park 6 2 1 31215 7 
Melbourne University 6114711 4 
Maribyrnong Greens 6 1 2 31120 4 
Hume Utd 6 12 3 825 4 
Geelong Rangers 6 10 5 318 3 


North City Lions 0 Corio 4 (V Stojanovic 2 M Marinovic 
2), North Sunshine Eagles 5 Laverton Park 1, Western 
Eagles 4 FC Strathmore 1, Westvale 2 Sporting Whittle- 
sea FC 0, Essendon Utd 1 Northern Falcons 2 (A Pizzo J 
Bogle), Surf Coast 1 South Yarra 2 


PWD _L F APT 
Corio 6 5 0 1 18 10 15 
North Sunshine Eagles 6 3 2 115 811 
South Yarra 6 3 1 2 9 9 10 
Western Eagles 6 3 0 31410 9 
Westvale 6 2 3 110 6 9 
Northern Falcons 63 0 3 813. 9 
Laverton Park 622291 8 
North City Lions 6:2 4 3°41 14-7 
Sporting WhitleseaFC 6 2 1 3 710 7 
FC Strathmore 6 1 3 21216 6 
Surf Coast 6 12 3 913 5 
Essendon Utd 6 11 4 810 4 


Res: North City Lions 1 (D Grima) Corio 2, North Sun- 
shine Eagles 7 Laverton Park 0, Western Eagles 0 
FC Strathmore 4, Westvale 1 Sporting Whittlesea FC 
0, Essendon Utd 2 Northern Falcons 3, Surf Coast 0 
South Yarra 1 


PWD LF A PT 
660015 318 
65 1024 816 


South Yarra 
North Sunshine Eagles 


Surf Coast 631210 810 
Westvale 63031479 
Laverton Park 63031016 9 
Corio 6 2221510 8 


Sporting Whittlesea FC 
Northern Falcons 62221123 8 
FC Strathmore 62131314 7 
North City Lions 61141014 4 
Essendon Utd 6114 816 4 
Western Eagles 60155181 


62221513 8 


1 
0 


Bell Park 7 (E Lawrence 2 | Majtara LJ Page 2 G Burton 
| Iheanacho) Plenty Valley Lions 0, Hoppers Crossing 2 
Upfield 1, Lalor Utd 1 Moreland Utd 4, Melbourne Tor- 
nado 1 (D Tonc) Melbourne City 0, West Preston 3 (S 
Litinakis C Tsalkos WJ Sismanis) Epping City 3 (N Herry 
S Cicek 2), Northern Roosters 3 Elwood City 2 


PWD L F APT 
Hoppers Crossing 6 5 0 1 15 10 15 
Moreland Utd 6 4 1 114 8 13 
West Preston 6 4 1 111 8 13 
Epping City 6 3 1 2 12 10 10 
Upfield 6 3 0312 9 9 
Plenty Valley Lions 6 3 0 3 811 9 
Melbourne Tornado 6 22 21114 8 
Elwood City 6 2 1 31515 7 
Melbourne City 6 2 0 41013 6 
Northern Roosters 6 2 0 41013 6 
Lalor Utd 6 2 0 4 815 6 
Bell Park 6 1 0 51212 3 


Balmoral FC 1 (S Zeric) Heidelberg Stars 1, Brimbank 
Stallions 5 (M Raniolo S Tapia 2 G Tenaglia E Anei) 
Melton Phoenix FC 0, Darebin Utd 2 Youth Utd 1, Es- 
sendon Royals 2 (S Mungherli A Sirin) Watsonia Heights 
1, Mill Park 0 Moreland Wolves 1, Brunswick Zebras 5 
Meadow Park Eagles 2 (A Rinaldi D Magro) 


PWD LFA PT 
Essendon Royals 6 5 0 1 19 13 15 
Brunswick Zebras 6 4 1 1 22 14 13 
Moreland Wolves 6 4 0 217 10 12 
Brimbank Stallions 6 4 1 118 9 10 
Heidelberg Stars 6 3 1 2 14 11 10 
Meadow Park Eagles 6 3 1 2 14 14 10 
Youth Utd 6 212 914 7 
Watsonia Heights 6 2 0 41311 6 
Balmoral FC 6 1 3 22019 6 
Darebin Utd 52 10. 3. 6. 7 6 
Mill Park 6 10 5 214 3 
Melton Phoenix FC 6 0 0 6 5 22 0 


Res: Bell Park 1 Plenty Valley Lions 1, Hoppers Cross- 
ing 0 Upfield 2, Lalor Utd 0 Moreland Utd 0, Melbourne 
Tornado 6 Melbourne City 0, West Preston 0 Epping 
City 0, Northern Roosters 1 Elwood City 5 


PWD LF A PT 
Upfield 6 6 0 020 6 18 
Elwood City 6 4 1 1 26 12 13 
Epping City 5 4 0 113 5 12 
Hoppers Crossing 6 402 9 4 12 
Lalor Utd 6 3 1 2 8 810 
Moreland Utd 6213 68 7 
Northern Roosters 6 2131114 7 
Melbourne Tornado 6 2 0 4 18 22 6 
Bell Park 6 12 3 610 5 
Plenty Valley Lions 6114 715 4 
Melbourne City 6 11 4 821 4 
West Preston 5 0 2 3 714 2 


Res: Balmoral FC 1 (S Zeric) Heidelberg Stars 1, 
Brimbank Stallions 0 Melton Phoenix FC 1, Essendon 
Royals 1 (F Milne) Watsonia Heights 3, Mill Park 0 
Moreland Wolves 4, 


PWD LF A PT 
Watsonia Heights 6 6 0 026 4 18 
Heidelberg Stars 6 4 1 1 25 11 13 
Moreland Wolves 6 4 1 118 8 13 
Melton Phoenix FC 6 4 1 110 6 13 
Brimbank Stallions 6 402 7 6 9 
Brunswick Zebras 5 2 1213 8 7 
Darebin Utd 5 2 12 610 7 
Balmoral FC 612 3 912 5 
Meadow Park Eagles 5 113 412 4 
Essendon Royals 6 1 0 512 16 3 
Youth Utd 5 1 0 4 12 23 3 
Mill Park 6 0 0 6 228 0 


Eastern Lions 0 Casey Comets 1 (D Terek), Diamond 
Valley Utd 2 Morwell Pegasus 1, Heatherton Utd 0 Dan- 
denong City 2, Noble Park Utd 2 Doncaster Rovers 0, 
Box Hill United 4 (N Kokolakis 2 J Kim M Waters) Knox 
City 0, Malvern City 4 (G Kotsiris 2 J Hamzi C Pain) 
South Springvale 1 


PW DL F A PT 
Dandenong City 6 5 0 114 7 15 
Eastern Lions 6 4 1 112 6 13 
Diamond Valley Utd 6 3 3 0 15 11 12 
Casey Comets 6 3. “4 62) 1. S10 
Box Hill United 623 11 4 9 
Malvern City 6 3 0 315 14 9 
Noble Park Utd 6 2 1 3 710 7 
South Springvale 6 2 1.8 712: 7 
Morwell Pegasus 6 20 4911 6 
Heatherton Utd 6 2 0 4 814 6 
Doncaster Rovers 6 11 4 712 4 
Knox City 6 11 4 616 4 


Eastern Lions 1 Casey Comets 0, Diamond Valley Utd 

4 Morwell Pegasus 3, Heatherton Utd Dandenong City , 
Noble Park Utd 3 Doncaster Rovers 3, Box Hill United 2 
Knox City 0, Malvern City 2 South Springvale 0 


PW DL F A PT 
Eastern Lions 6 3 3 011 8 12 
Knox City 6 3 1 2 15 10 10 
Noble Park Utd 6 3 1 2 14 11 10 
South Springvale 6 3 1 210 8 10 
Box Hill United 623 19 89 
Diamond Valley Utd 6 3 0 31216 9 
Casey Comets 6 2 2 212 6 8 
Doncaster Rovers 6 2 2 21210 8 
Dandenong City 622 2 5 8 7 
Malvern City 6 12 312-13 5 
Morwell Pegasus 6 12 31419 5 
Heatherton Utd 6 11 4 817 3 


Fitzroy City 6 Frankston Pines 1, Peninsula Strikers 0 
Doveton 7, Nunawading City FC 2 Waverley Wanderers 
2, Old Scotch 1 Kingston City 1, Mornington 3 (M Morris- 
Thomas 2 C Stewart) Berwick City 0 


PWD LF A PT 
Kingston City 6 4 2 014 3 14 
Old Scotch 6 4 1 112 8 13 
Mornington 6 4 0 219 7 12 
Fitzroy City 6 4 0 212 9 12 
North Caulfield 6 22 16 4 8 
Doveton 5 212 5 4 7 
Peninsula Strikers 5 1 3 11113 6 
Berwick City 6 2 0 4 813 6 
Nunawading City FC 6 13 2 712 6 
Waverley Wanderers 612 3 9 8 5 
Croydon City Arrows 5 10 4 812 3 
Frankston Pines 6 02 4 826 2 


Beaumaris 2 Old Camberwell Grammar 1, Hampton Park 
United Sparrows 3 (L Wang T Ithier D Masson) Skye Utd 
1 (CA Di Petta), Lyndale Utd 0 Warragul Utd 0, Moorool- 
bark 1 (D Shields) Springvale City 3 


PWD éoLF APT 
Hampton Park United 6 420171114 
Springvale City 5 41010 113 
Beaumaris 6 4 0 21314 12 
Warragul Utd 63219411 
Mooroolbark 531112 810 
Old Melburnians 52211298 
Monash University 561228145 
Old Camberwell Grammar 6114474 
Skye Utd 61141014 4 
Sandringham SC 6203973 
Lyndale Utd 60337153 
Brandon Park 50143101 


Res: Fitzroy City 3 Frankston Pines 2, Peninsula Strik- 
ers 0 Doveton 2, Nunawading City FC 3 Waverley Wan- 
derers 3, Old Scotch 2 Kingston City 3, Mornington 6 
Berwick City 2 


PW ODL F A PT 
Kingston City 6 6 0 018 6 18 
Old Scotch 6 5 0 117 9 15 
Fitzroy City 6 4 1 1 12 11 13 
Mornington 6 3 0 31613 9 
Berwick City 6 3 0 31315 9 
Waverley Wanderers 6 2.2 215 16 8 
Croydon City Arrows § 21215 9 7 
North Caulfield 6 2121211 7 
Doveton 5 113 69 4 
Peninsula Strikers 5 11 3 610 4 
Nunawading City FC 6 1 1 41420 4 
Frankston Pines 6 0 0 6 722 0 


Res: Beaumaris 2 Old Camberwell Grammar 0, Hamp- 
ton Park United Sparrows Football Club 0 Skye Utd 0, 
Lyndale Utd 0 Warragul Utd 1, Mooroolbark 3 (D Cox 
JC Odd S Topali) Springvale City 3 


PWD L F APT 
Mooroolbark 5 5 0 028 615 
Warragul Utd 640 2211112 
Sandringham SC 5 41018 610 
Beaumaris 6 3 12141010 
Monash University § 2°3.0:12°9''9 
Old Camberwell Grammar 62221112 8 
Old Melburnians §212967 
Skye Utd 61329176 
Brandon Park 51226135 
Hampton Park United 61236245 
Lyndale Utd 6.015513 4 
Springvale City 5 0.0 5: 113: 0 


Riversdale 1 (A Anagnostopoulos) Caulfield United Co- 
bras SC 1 (J Hiolos), Boroondara Eagles 2 Ashburton 
United 4 (P Alexopoulos JA Clemson 2 C Deftereos), 
Keysborough 3 (M Roberts G Roberts P Rodriguez) 
Monbulk 0, Old Carey 1 Seaford Utd 1, Uni. of Melbourne 
2 (M Thancanamootoo M Mahboob) Endeavour Utd 0, 
Bayside Argonauts 3 Casey Kings 3 


PWD L F A PT 
Caulfield United Cobras 6 3 3 0 14 9 12 
Bayside Argonauts 6 3 2 116 9 11 
Riversdale 6 3 1 2 9 10 10 
Casey Kings 6 3 3 019 9 9 
Monbulk 6 3 03 910 9 
Ashburton United 6 3 0 31214 9 
Keysborough 6 22 212 9 8 
Old Carey 622299 8 
Seaford Utd 6 2 1 31011 7 
Boroondara Eagles 6 12 3 812 5 
Endeavour Utd 61145 9 4 
Uni. of Melbourne 6 114 618 4 


Res: Riversdale 0 Caulfield United Cobras SC 0, 
Boroondara Eagles 0 Ashburton United 1, Keysborough 
3 (R Soukkane G- Gallardo 2) Monbulk 3, Old Carey 4 
Seaford Utd 2, Uni. of Melbourne 2 (R Gough T Sloan) 
Endeavour Utd 1, Bayside Argonauts 7 Casey Kings 1 


PW DL F A PT 
Keysborough 6 4 2 0 20 12 14 
Monbulk 6 4 1 120 7 13 
Ashburton United 6 4 1 117 8 13 
Uni. of Melbourne 6 4 0 214 9 12 
Caulfield United Cobras 5 4 0 1 9 4 12 
Endeavour Utd 63-1 2 Oo F410 
Old Carey 62319 8 9 
Bayside Argonauts 6 2 0 41815 6 
Seaford Utd 6 2 0 41115 6 
Boroondara Eagles 6 114717 4 
Riversdale 5 00 5 516 0 
Casey Kings 6 01 5 4 25 -2 


East Bentleigh 4 (A Papaioannou JR Roughton M Prant- 
zos 2) White Star Dandenong 5, Baxter 1 (B Ingram) 
Rowville Eagles 5 (D Golubov A Sabau 2 JM Botha J 
Mardale), Old Trinity Grammarians 1 Collingwood City 3 
(E Papageorgiou | Skukan M Fox), Brighton 2 (N Ormond 
C Ogden) Old Brighton Grammarians 1, Whitehorse Utd 
Middle Park FC , Eltham Redback FC 2 (D Oehme 2) 
Noble Park 4 


PW OD LF A PT 
Collingwood City 6 6 0 017 6 18 
Middle Park FC 6 5 1 0:22 3 15 
Rowville Eagles 6 4 0 2 21 13 12 
Whitehorse Utd 6 3 2 110 5 10 
Old Brighton Grammarians6 3 0 31511 9 
Brighton 6 3 0 31516 9 
White Star Dandenong 6 3 0 31319 9 
Old Trinity Grammarians 6 2 0 41119 6 
Baxter 6 2 0 41018 6 
Eltham Redback FC 5 113 714 4 
Noble Park 5 1 0 41016 3 
East Bentleigh 6 0 0 61021 0 


Res: East Bentleigh 2 (F Hatzi W Hague) White Star 
Dandenong 11, Baxter 3 (B Norris MP Van Schajik J 
Brown) Rowville Eagles 2 (A Kollar A Mitrea), Old Trin- 
ity Grammarians Collingwood City , Brighton 1 Old 
Brighton Grammarians 2, Whitehorse Utd Middle Park 
FC , Eltham Redback FC 2 Noble Park 1 


PW ODL F APT 
Old Brighton Grammarians6 6 O 016 8 18 
Collingwood City 5 4 1 026 7 13 
Baxter 6 4 1 1 21 13 13 
Brighton 632114 911 
Old Trinity Grammarians 5 3 0 214 9 9 
Middle Park FC 631211 6 9 
Whitehorse Utd 6 3 1 21310 9 
White Star Dandenong 6 2 0 41918 6 
Rowville Eagles 6 2 0 41216 6 
East Bentleigh 6 0 1 51029 1 
Noble Park 65 014 222 1 
Eltham Redback FC 5 005 112 0 


FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION 
VICTORIA 


Goal! Weekly 
appreciates the support and 
financial assistance of FFV 


All matches to be played on Saturday 21st 
May with 3pm KO unless otherwise stated. 


STATE NW 2 

Altona City v Whittlesea Ranges FC 
HC Kim Reserve 

Ballarat Red Devils v Altona East Phoenix 
Trekardo Park 

Banyule City v Geelong 

Yallambie Park Res... 

FC Clifton Hill v Westgate 

Kevin Bartlett Res... 

Werribee City v Moreland City 
Galvin Park Reserve 

Williamstown v Brunswick City 

JT Gray Reserve 


STATE SE 2 

Doncaster Rovers v South Springvale 
Anderson Park Fri 20 May KO 8:30PM 
Casey Comets v Noble Park Utd 
Comets Stadium 

Dandenong City v Diamond Valley Utd 
Frank Holohan Soccer Res 

Heatherton Utd v Malvern City 

Bosnia & Herzegovina Centre 

Knox City v Eastern Lions 

Egan Lee Reserve 

Morwell Pegasus v Box Hill United 
Ronald Reserve 


STATE NW 3 

Cairnlea v Keilor Park 

Cairnlea Park 

Avondale Heights v Melbourne University 
Doyle Street Reserve 

Geelong Rangers v Yarraville Glory 
Myers Reserve 

La Trobe University v Maribyrnong Greens 
Latrobe Uni Lower Playing Field 

Sydenham Park v Sunbury Utd 

Keilor Lodge Reserve 

Whittlesea Utd v Hume Utd 

Thomas Street Recreational Res 


STATE SE 3 

Berwick City v Frankston Pines 

Jack Thomas Reserve 

Doveton v Nunawading City FC 
Waratah Reserve 

Peninsula Strikers v Fitzroy City 
Centenary Park 

Waverley Wanderers v Old Scotch 
Carlson Avenue Res... 

North Caulfield v Mornington 
Caulfield Park Sun 22 May KO 3:00PM 
Kingston City v Croydon City Arrows 
The Grange Reserve Mon 23 May KO 8:30PM 


PROVI NW 1 

Corio v Westvale 

Hume Reserve, Geelong 

FC Strathmore v Essendon Utd 
Strathnaver Reserve 

North City Lions v North Sunshine Eagles 
Wallace Reserve 

Northern Falcons v Surf Coast 

Hayes Park 

South Yarra v Laverton Park 

Fawkner Park (Northern Pavilion) 

Sporting Whittlesea FC v Western Eagles 
RGC Cook Reserve -... 


PROVI SE 1 

Beaumaris v Lyndale Utd 

Beaumaris Reserve 

Skye Utd v Warragul Utd 

Skye Recreational ... 

Monash University v Mooroolbark 

Monash University ... 

Old Camberwell Grammar v Old Melburnians 
Deepdene Park 

Sandringham SC v Brandon Park 

Spring St Oval 

Springvale City v Hampton Park Utd Sparrows 
Ross Reserve 


PROVI NW 2 

Epping City v Melbourne Tornado 
Duffy Street Reserve 

Melbourne City v Lalor Utd 
Edwards Reserve 

Moreland Utd v Hoppers Crossing 
Moomba Park Reserve 

Plenty Valley Lions v Elwood City 
Sycamore Reserve 

West Preston v Northern Roosters 
Oulton Reserve 

Upfield v Bell Park 

Gibb Reserve 


PROVI SE 2 

Monbulk v Caulfield United Cobras SC 
Monbulk Recreation...Fri 20 May KO 8:30PM 
Ashburton United v Uni. of Melbourne 
Ashburton Park 

Casey Kings v Keysborough 

Betula Park 

Endeavour Utd v Bayside Argonauts 
Reema Reserve 

Old Carey v Boroondara Eagles 

Carey Sports Complex 

Seaford Utd v Riversdale 

North Seaford Reserve 


PROVI NW 3 

Darebin Utd v Brunswick Zebras 

Mayer Park 

Heidelberg Stars v Brimbank Stallions 
Cartledge Reserve 

Mill Park v Essendon Royals 

Findon Reserve 

Watsonia Heights v Balmoral FC 
Gabonia Reserve 

Youth Utd v Moreland Wolves 

Seth Raistrick Res... 

Melton Phoenix FC v Meadow Park Eagles 
MacPhersons Park Sat 21 May KO 7:00PM 


PROVI SE 3 

East Bentleigh v Eltham Redbacks FC 
Bailey Reserve 

Whitehorse Utd v Brighton 

Terrara Park 

Old Trinity Grammarians v Baxter 

Trinity Sports Ground 

Rowville Eagles v Noble Park 

Park Ridge Reserve 

White Star Dandenong v Middle Park FC 
Greaves Reserve 

Old Brighton Gramm v Collingwood City 
Dendy Park 
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Comets inflict first defeat on Eastern 


By Michal Skrodsky 


Well football freaks another week 
as passed and the State Leagues 
and Provisional leagues are that 
little bit clearer. Let’s get right into 
the action of Round 6 of the Victo- 
rian lower leagues shall we! 


State 2 NW saw Moreland City con- 
tinue their rampage on this league 
and maintain their perfect 100% but 
only after a hard fought 2-1 win at 
home over Williamstown. The chas- 
ing Whittlesea Ranges and Werribee 
City both dropped points this week 
opening up a 4 point gap for More- 
land City over the Ranges and a 5 
point gap over the Bees. Banyule re- 
main without a point and looks like it 
will take a miracle for them to avoid 
relegation. Next week look out for the 
match between 3rd in Werribee City 
take on league leaders Moreland City 
in what will be match of the round 
down at Galvin Park, Werribee. 


State 2 SE saw Dandenong City jump 
Eastern Lions and take top spot. Dan- 
denong City got over rivals Heather- 
on United 2-0 away while the Lions 
lost to Casey Comets 1-0 at home. 
Diamond Valley are only | point be- 
hind Eastern Lions now in 3rd after a 
2-1 win over Morwell. Box Hill also 
smashed last placed Knox City 4-0 at 
home. Next week’s pick of the round 
is Dandenong City vs Diamond Val- 
ley United in a top of the table corker. 
This league remains very close and 
each match is a 6 pointer. 


State 3 NW saw Sydenham Park 
jump into second spot after a huge 
4-1 away win at Melbourne Univer- 
sity. Although Keilor Park remain 
op by two points after they got back 
into the winners circle with solid 2-0 
home win over Whittlesea United. 
The battle between the cellar dwell- 
ers, Maribyrnong Greens and Hume 

nited ended in a 2-2, both teams will 
be upset they couldn’t win this match 
and lift themselves out of the drop 
zone. Next week the best match to 

yatch will probably be out at Cairn- 
lea Park as Cairnlea take on Keilor 
Park. Cairnlea are 4th but could jump 
the league leaders as they are only 3 
points behind. 


This studs up tackle earned Martin O'Hare an early shower 34 minutes into the game. The 
first in his 30+ year career. Photo: ANITA MILAS 


State 3 SE saw the huge top of the 
table war between Old Scotch and 
Kingston end in a bitter 1-1 draw 
leaving Kingston on top by 1 point 
over Old Scotch. Mornington threw 
themselves in the mix and are third 1 
point behind the bourgeois boys from 
Old Scotch after a 3-0 win over Ber- 
wick. It was a painful week for Frank- 
stonian football after both teams ex- 
perienced hidings, Peninsula Strikers 
went down 7-0 at home to Doveton 
while the Pines continue their wow- 
ful start to the season with a 6-1 away 
loss at Fitzroy City. The Pines have 
now conceded 26 goals in 6 games, 
twice as many as anyone else in the 
league. Next week North Caulfield 
vs Mornington will be the match of 
the round, let’ if playing on a 
Sunday won’t throw the Mornington 
boys off. 


Provisional 1 NW saw North Sun- 
shine crunch out Laverton Park 5-1, 
which was 2nd verses 3rd. This result 
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Comets tame the Eastern Lions with a goal in the oth minute than 


a winning streak for the Lions, Photo: ANITA MILAS 
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sends a strong message to the rest 
of the league. But North Sunshine 
still are 4 points off Corio continue 
to rampage like a wild elephant, 
this week the stampede took place 
at Wallace Resereve and the victims 
were North City Lions; 4-0 the score- 
line. Elsewhere the mighty Western 
Eagles halted their 3 match losing 
streak with a huge 4-1 home win over 
Strathmore. Laverton Park dropped 
from 3rd to 7th after their loss this 
week highlighting just how close this 
league is. Next week the Eagles of the 
West travel down to Corio to take on 
their Hungarian cousins in the match 
of the week. 


Provisional 1 SE had Springvale 
City take out of match of the round 
3-1 away at Mooroolbark and hold 
onto top spot. Hampton Park keep the 
pressure on in 2nd with a 3-1 home 
win over Skye United. Beaumaris, 
Warragul and Mooroolbark all stay in 
the chase for promotion in this league. 
Next week is the biggest match of the 


INDOOR 
SOCCER 


season so far, Ist vs 2nd, Springvale 
City vs Hampton Park, get down to 
Ross Reserve next week and watch 
two proud clubs battle it our for top 
spot. 


Provisional 2 NW saw West Pres- 
ton and Epping City have a thrilling 
3-3 draw in match of the round. This 
opened the door for Moreland United 
to jump into second spot and they did 
so with a 4-1 away win at Lalor Unit- 
ed. Hoppers Crossing remain top af- 
ter a good 2-1 home win over Upfield 
and are 2 points ahead of Moreland. 
Plenty Valley had a dramatic turn of 
form, for the worse, last week the in- 
flicted Hoppers’ first loss of the year, 
this week they went down 7-0 away 
at Bell Park. This league is another 
league to feature a Ist vs 2nd thrill 
machine match. Next week Moreland 
United will host Hoppers Crossing, 
nothing more needs to be said. 


Provisional 2 SE saw the top three 
teams all only managed to go home 


going into the goals. Photo: ANITA MILAS 


Leigh Wilkinson gets his second yellow in the 9Oth minute. 


Photo: ANITA MILAS 


with | point. Caulfield United (1st) 
drew 1-1 with Riversdale (3rd) and 
Bayside (2nd) could not capitalise 
with a 3-3 draw with Casey Kings 
(4th). This is one of the tighest 
leagues, 4 points seperate Ist down 
to 8th and only 8 points seperate the 
whole league, each point and win is 
crucial like oxygen. Next week’a 
match of the round is Monbulk vs 
Caulfield United. 


Provisional 3 NW (this reporter’s 
favourite league) saw Brunswick 
Zebras (2nd) defeat Meadow Park 
(3rd coming into this week) in a 5-2 
cracker, very typical for this crazy 
league. Despite fending off 2nd this 
week Brunswick remain only | point 
ahead of third, this week Moreland 
Wolves moved up into third after a 
slick 1-0 away win at Mill Park. Es- 
sendon Royals remain on top after 
a 2-1 win over Watsonia Heights. 
Melton’s season of pain continues, 
this week a 5-0 loss away to Brim- 
bank Stallions. Next week get down 


to Cartledge Reserve for Heidelberg 
Stars vs Brimbank Stallions. 


Provisional 3 SE saw Collingwood 
contine their romp but Middle Park 
romp was caaies Collingwoo 

City had another win, 3-1 away at Old 
Trinity. While the W ihitehones United 
stomped all over Middle Park’s romp 
and were the first team to take points 
off them with a draw. Elsewhere ir 
the crunch game of the week, White 
Star Dandenong and a huge win 
at East Bentleigh, East Bentleigh re- 
main without a point. Next week is 
a middle-table match up of massive 
proportions, Whitehorse United vs 
Brighton. 


Next week my regular segments such 
a Crunch Game at it’s best will return 
as this reporter in a rush and is abou 
to board a plane back to Melbourne. 


CRUNCHALOR! 


David Terek, ending The Comets keeper came off his line to save the ball from Leigh Wilkinson earns a yellow card for this tackle 
against Munyaradzi Nyadzayo Photo: ANITA MIL 
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PRESTON LIONS SHAKE 
OFF EARLY SEASON 
POOR FORM 

Only three of the six round 6 
matches have been played this 
weekend. One match post- 
poned, another set down for a 
later date, and the final game 
of the round to be played on 
Monday night. 

All matches were played in 
cold, wet and windy condi- 
tions, as the first taste of win- 
ter engulfed the state over the 
weekend. The Altona Magic 
Vs Sunshine George Cross 
game will be played in one of 
the catch up rounds, whilst the 
Whittlesea Zebras Vs Lang- 
watrin is set to be played on 
Sunday June 12. 

The round 6 action kicked off 
on Friday night down at Elcho 
Park with North Geelong host- 
ing Southern Stars. The long 
journey for the visitors was 
worthwhile, as they recording 
their fifth straight win. 

Local rivals Fawkner and 
Preston staged an interesting 
struggle on the slippery sur- 
face of CB Smith Reserve, 
whilst Western Suburbs and 
Pascoe Vale fought it out at 
Ralph Reserve with the Paco 
finding form once again. 


SOUTHERN STARS 
COME THROUGH STERN 
TEST 


North Geelong must be ru- 
ing the chances missed in this 
game that presented the op- 
portunity for the high flying 
Southern Stars to register a 
3-1 win. 

The score line in favour of the 
visitors was not indicative of 
the balance of play with the 
Warriors taking the game up 
to Southern Stars. It was the 
home team who began like 
run-away train with a goal 
inside 3 minutes of the start 
through Michael Boyar, who 
warmed up the locals at a very 
cold Elcho Park with the open- 
ing goal of the game. 

The goal inspired the Warriors 
as they launched a series of 
attacks that should have pro- 
duced more goals in the open- 
ing 15 minutes. Two golden 
opportunities were wasted 
that allowed the visitors to 
stay in the match. Southern 
Stars came into the game 
and went in level at the break 
with a goal scored from Chris 
Greechan after 36 minutes. 

The Warriors continued to 
press and were more than a 
match for the more fancied 
opponent, but lacked the guile 
to take the lead. North Gee- 
long came close when hitting 
the post and the cross-bar and 
the Stars keeper Robert Acs 
also played his part by coming 
out on top saving one on one 
situations. 

Elementary mistakes at the 
back lead to Southern Stars 
taking lead in the 72 minute 


Ray Lally puts his Preston opponent in the shade. 


PHOTO: DARRYL KENNEDY 


Goalmouth tangle ... 


Victorian) State League Division One| with Gordon Bennett 
Southern Stars apply pressure on Sharks 


Preston keeper Hamid Kamali and 


Fawkner’s Jason Dolevski collide in mid air. Photo: JOHN 


PUNSHON 


Fawkner’s Burakhan Koca stops Preston from bringing the 
ball out of defence. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


when Noel Fox scored and 
they made sure of all 3 points 
with a third goal 6 minutes 
later from the team’s lead- 
ing goal scorer Mark Leeech. 
Southern Stars defence was in 
no mood to relinquish the lead 
by playing safe at all times at 
the back and not taking the 
kind of risks that lead to kind 
of goals North Geelong con- 
ceded. 

North Geelong coach Ante 
Skoko was happy with his 
team’s performance despite 
to loss saying his boys played 
well and created chances 
against one of the top teams in 
this division. 


PRESTON LIONS ADDING 
BITE TO THEIR ROAR 


Preston Lions continued on 
their recent revival by over- 
coming the Fawkner Blues 3-1 
at CB Smith Reserve. The Li- 
ons have taken 7 points from 
the past 3 matches to erase 
the memories of the poor start 
to the season. In a match that 
was very competitive, it was 
the Blues who had more than 
their fair share of possession, 
but the home team was not as 
clinical as Preston in front of 
goal. 

Preston’s first goal was pure 
luck for the Lions with a long 
defensive clearance by Adis 
Sehic hitting the water logged 
ground and bouncing over Pasi 
Schwalger to give the visitors 
a surprise lead. Another goal 
from Kliment Dimitrievski 
had the visiting supporters in a 
buoyant mood at the break. 


Despite appearances Preston's #16 (Tony Neceski ?) is not pretending to throttle 
Kliment Dimitrieski for missing a goal, he’s congratulating him on increasing the 


The second half continued in 
the same vein as the first with 
Fawkner having all the pos- 
session without using their ad- 
vantage on the scoreboard. 

The Blues pushed hard to get 
into the game in the second 
half but it was Preston who 
added to the score to go to a 
3-0 lead courtesy of a goal 
from the veteran John Sapa- 
zovski. 

Fawkner never gave up and 
continued to plug away and 
were able to pull a goal back 
before the end through Bura- 
khan Koca for a final score 
of 3-1 to the Lions. This was 
a game that can be best de- 


scribed as, Fawkner having 
most of the possession and 
Preston doing all the scoring. 


DOMINANT DISPLAY BY 
PASCOE VALE 


Pascoe Vale threw the form 
book out the window on Sun- 
day afternoon when they upset 
Western Suburbs 3-0 at Ralph 
Reserve. Pascoe Vale was de- 
termined to make amends for 
their poor start to the season 
and applied tremendous pres- 
sure on the home team from 
the first whistle. The opening 
goal was a long time coming, 


but once Pascoe Vale scored 
the first goal, there was only 
going to be one winner. 

The Vale never allowed Sub- 
urbs time on the ball and were 
in control for long periods in a 
dominant first half. There was 
no goals to show for their ef- 
forts at the end of the first half, 
but when Luca Santilli opened 
the scoring at the 70th minute 
mark, the flood gates opened 
up. 

Jossph Yousif added a second 
5 minutes later to rattle Sub- 
urbs. The home team had no 
options but to push forward 
and try to score leaving huge 
gaps at the back that Pascoe 


SEI/RESULTS) 


North Geelong Warriors 1 (M Boyar) 
Southern Stars 3 (M- Leech C 
Greechan N Fox) 


Fawkner Blues 1 
Preston Lions 3 


Sunshine George Cross 
Altona Magic 


Western Suburbs 0 
Pascoe Vale 3 


U21: 

North Geelong Warriors 3 Southern 
Stars 1, Fawkner Blues 3 Preston 
Lions 1, Western Suburbs 2 Pascoe 
Vale 1, Sunshine George Cross 
Altona Magic 


SEIUADDER 


PW DL 
Port Melbourne 5 
Southern Stars 6 
WhittleseaZ 5 
Fawkner Blues 6 
Western Sub 6 
Altona Magic 5 
Langwarrin 5 
Preston Lions 6 
Pascoe Vale 6 
North Geelong 6 
Bulleen Lions 5 
Sun George X 5 


FA Pts 
eS) 
12) ado 
7 4 10 
Cie 
fil 
6 6 
oS 
12 15 
10 6 
6 13 
Sa 
5 10 
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SHi/Next/Round 


Port Melbourne v Langwarrin 
SS Anderson Reserve 
Fri 20 May KO 8:30PM 


Nth Geelong v Whittlesea Zebras 
Elcho Park 
Fri 20 May KO 8:30PM 


Pascoe Vale v Fawkner Blues 
Hosken Reserve 
Sat 21 May KO 3PM 


Preston Lions v Altona Magic 
BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 22 May KO 3:00PM 


Sun George Cross v FC Bulleen Lions 
Chaplin Reserve 


Sun 22 May KO 3:00PM 
Western Suburbs v Southern Stars 
Ralph Reserve 
Sun 22 May KO 3:00PM 
SEUZI) ADDER 
PW DL F A Pts 
Western Sub 6 ahs eh ils) 


Southern Stars 6 
Bulleen Lions 5 


i 

4 1 

4 0 
NorthGeelong 6 3 1 2 15 9 10 
FawknerBlues 6 3 1 2 12 13 10 
PascoeVale 6 3 0 3 16 14 9 
Langwarrin 5 3 0 (2) 39 sie) 
WWhitteseaiZ (5 2 1 2 (20s 
muniGeoreX 5 1 2 2 13\.17sS 
PortMelboune5 0 2 3 4 10 2 
AltonaMagic 5 0 2 3 6 14 2 
PrestonLions 6 0 0 6 10 2 0 


Vale exploited without making 
their opportunities count. It 
could have been much worse 
for Western Suburbs had the 
visitors capitalised on two 
one on one on goal, but could 
failed on both occasions. 

The game was as good as over 
when Joseph Yousif scored his 
second for the afternoon late 
in the game to give Pascoe 
Vale their second win of the 
season. 

The defeat for Suburbs was 
a huge set back for Lorenz 
Kindtner’s side who up to this 
stage had only suffered one 
other defeat at the hands of 
Port Melbourne. 


= Alanic VPL I Round 12 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE FC 


Green Gully: 1. Nikola RO- 
GANOVIC, 2. Daniel JONES, 4. 
Cameron DRAKE, 7. Jeffrey FLEM- 
ING, 8. Jason HAYNE (14. Simon 
STOREY), 9. Brent FISHER, 10. 
Graham HOCKLESS, 15. Hamid 
BASMA (12. Mathew SANDERS), 
16. Mile MEDJEDOVIC, 17. Andy 
VARGAS, 19. Johnathon MUNOZ. 


Un-Used Subs: 23. Michael 
O’FARRELL, 6. Michael ANDER- 
SON, 11. Pasquale VIZZARI. 


Scorers: Basma 5’, Medjedovic 53’, 
Sanders 77’. 


South Melbourne: 1. Abdelhadi 
DEROUNE, 16. Trent WATERSON, 
18. Marinos GASPARIS, 15. Fer- 
nando DE MORAES (21. Sebastian 
PETROVIC), 13. Ljubo MILICEVIC, 
6. Steven TOPALOVIC, 5. Daniel 
VASILEVSKI, 4. Steven O’DOR, 

3. Rhodri PAYNE, 11. Jesse 
KRNCEVIC, 25. Kyle JORYEFF 
(14. Kamal IBRAHIM). 


Un-Used Subs: 17. Jake VANDER- 
MAY, 21. Zaim ZENELLI. Robert 
RUSSELL. 


Scorers: De Moraes 11’ (pen) , 58’ 
(pen). 


Hamis Basma scores from an acute angle and continues the Green Gully 


Photo: DANIEL FLIS 


Gully down South in thriller 


By David Manuca 

A late header from substitute 
Mathew Sanders gifted Green 
Gully a 3-2 win against South 
Melbourne in a thrilling encoun- 
ter at Green Gully Reserve on 
Saturday afternoon. 

Hamid Basma gave Green Gully 
the lead early on before De Moraes 
brought South level just five min- 
utes later from the penalty spot. 
Medjedovic put the Cavaliers back 
in the lead early in the second half 
but once again De Moraes equal- 
ized five minutes after with another 
penalty. 

But four minutes after coming on 
as a substitute Mathew Sanders 
scored a brilliant header to give 
Green Gully a memorable victory 
against one of this seasons VPL title 
contenders. 

Green Gully made only one change 
to their starting line-up with Mathew 
Sanders dropped for the returning 
Brent Fisher. 

New signing, former Melbourne 
Victory and North Queensland Fury 
player, Simon Storey, was named 
on the bench for the Cavaliers. 

South Melbourne had Jesse 
Krncevic and Ljubo Milicevic back 
in the starting line-up after they re- 
turned from suspension. 

Kyle Joryeff and Steven O’Dor 
were also promoted to the first 
eleven with Gianni De Nittis, Nick 
Jacobs, Jake Vandermey and Robert 
Russell all dropped to the bench. 

Both sides played out scoreless 
draws last round with Green Gul- 
ly unable to find the net against 
Bentleigh and the highly anticipat- 
ed clash between South Melbourne 
and Dandenong failed to live up to 
the expectation with both sides fail- 
ing to score. 

The last time South Melbourne de- 
feated Green Gully at Green Gully 
Reserve was in 1986 and it was no 
surprise that the Cavaliers took the 
lead just five minutes in. 

Johnathon Munoz broke through 
down the left hand side and passed 
the ball to Basma, with the former 
South Melbourne player taking a 
shot which South Melbourne goal- 
keeper Abdelhadi Deroune got a 
hand to but the ball crept in despite 
Rhodri Payne’s best efforts to keep 
it out. 
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Green Gully’s Matthew Sand 
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ers gets the all-important winner and secures another 
vaulable three points against South Melbourne. Photo: DANIEL FLIS 


Five minutes later Jesse Krncevic 
beat his man on the left before play- 
ing a low cross to Kyle Joryeff in 
the centre. 

Nikola Roganovic came off his line 
to try and prevent Joryeff getting a 
shot on goal but instead fouled the 
Englishman with the referee hav- 
ing no qualms about pointing to the 
spot. 


revival. 


Fernando De Moraes stepped up 
and slotted away the penalty kick 
to bring South Melbourne back on 
level terms. 

The next best chance of the game 
fell to Brent Fisher after some nice 
work down the right. 

Fisher and Hayne played a neat one- 
two with the latter crossing the ball 
in and Milicevic’s failed attempt at 


a clearance fell straight Fisher on 
the edge of the area who hit the ball 
first time but his shot was brilliantly 
saved by Deroune. 

The rest of the first half was bogged 
down in midfield with the game be- 
coming quite dour. 

The second half started the way the 
first ended with possession mostly 
contested in the midfield and both 
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sides guilty of giving away the ball 
far too regularly. 

But 53 minutes in the game got the 
spark it needed when Medjedovic 
put Green Gully back ahead. 

Hockless’ corner was flicked on at 
the near post by Brent Fisher and 
after a scramble in the box Medje- 
dovic got his head to the ball to put 
Gully 2-1 ahead. 

It was a case of déja vu five minutes 
later when once again Kyle Joryeff 
was fouled in the box with De Mo- 
raes stepping up to score his second 
goal of the match. 

Johnathon Munoz was the culprit 
this time after a silly challenge on 
Joryeff in the penalty area. Although 
Munoz didn’t think the decision was 
the correct one thus earning himself 
a yellow card after complaining to 
the referee. 

Two minutes later De Moraes had 
the chance to net a hattrick but his 
effort was saved by Roganovic. 

South Melbourne were so close 
to taking the lead on 69 minutes 
when a corner kick fell straight to 
Krncevic in the box and his first 
time volley crashed off the crossbar 
and back into play. 

The ball eventually found its way to 
Milicevic who took a shot but once 
again Roganovic was on hand to 
deny South a goal. 

Green Gully manager Lubo Lapsan- 
sky made a substitution on 73 min- 
utes with goal-scorer Hamid Basma 
replaced by Mathew Sanders. 

And it proved to be a masterstroke 
as only four minutes later Sanders 
put Gully ahead for the third time in 
the match. 

Andy Vargas fought hard down the 
right before playing in a great cross 
to the centre where Sanders connect- 
ed with the ball, looping his header 
over the advancing Deroune. 

South Melbourne searched for an 
equalizer in the closing stages of the 
game but Green Gully held strong 
continuing their home dominance 
against South and picking up just 
their fourth win of the season. 

Round 13 of the 2011 VPL season 
will see Green Gully take on top of 
the table Oakleigh Cannons in the 
third of their four consecutive home 
games on Saturday, whilst South 
Melbourne will host Springvale 
Eagles on Sunday afternoon. 


Fernando de Moraes makes no mistake from the spot and celebrates accordingly.’ 


Photo: DANIEL FLIS 
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Northcote City: 22 Chris Petropoulos, 12 
Hayden D'Agostino, 2 Adriano Chiappetta, 16 
Paul Savio, 8 Nicholas Curtis, 10 Glen Trifiro, 
23 Jason Trifiro, 13 Samuel Torrens, 19 Dean 
Piemonte (7 Jonathan Voulgaris 71’), 18 James 
Kalafatidis, 9 Trent Rixon 


Scorers: Trent Rixon 13’ 31’, Nicholas Curtis 81’ 
Yellow cards: Adriano Chiappetta, Hayden 
D'Agostino 

Red cards: Samuel Torrens 53’ 


Oakleigh Cannons: 1 Peter Zois, 7 Bonel 
Obradovic (8 James Robinson '59), 23 Anthony 
Bran, 4 Ante Cicak (20 Ari Drakos '81), 19 Dane 
Milovanovic, 22 James Downey (25 Craig Good- 
win ’81), 2 James Cumming, 10 Ricky Diaco, 6 
Ramazan Tavsancioglu, 13 Bill Damianos, 15 
Stephen Hatzikostas 


Scorers: Hayden D'Agostino ’45 own goal, Ricky 
Diaco '52 pen, Ante Cicak '56, Dane Milovanovic 
‘92 

Yellow cards: Anthony Bran, Dane Milovanovic, 
Peter Zois, Ramazan Tavsancioglu, Stephen 
Hatzikostas 


Red cards: None 


Man of the Match: Dane Milovanovic 
Venue: John Cain Memorial Park 
Crowd: 500 


By Tony Persoglia 

It was billed as the match of 
the season, Ist versus 3rd, two 
genuine challengers for the pre- 
miership crown, and despite the 
heavens conspiring to almost put 
a dampener on proceedings, Sat- 
urday’s clash against Northcote 
City and Oakleigh Cannons de- 
livered on all counts. 

It almost never happened. Persis- 
tent rain in the days leading up to 
Saturday threatened to put a halt to 
the match, and the Under 21s was 
postponed until a pitch inspection 
at lpm was conducted to determine 
the suitability of the playing sur- 
face. When match official Shaun 
Evans gave the green light for play, 
both teams set about the challenge 
of a match in difficult conditions. 
Amidst the biting wind and inter- 
mittent showers, the first goal of 
this enthralling encounter echoed 
memories of the opener at John 
Cain the previous week, with James 
Kalifatidis displaying great pace 
and tenacity in beating his man on 
the right before sending an inch per- 
fect cross that found Trent Rixon. 
The captain beat Peter Zois with 
an expertly taken finish, Northcote 
again with an early lead at home. 

Rixon, who has put injury and 
a slow start behind him to hit 
career-best form doubled the lead 
on the half-hour. A searching thru- 
ball from Nicholas Curtis caused 
enough indecision in the Cannons 
defense, Rixon pouncing on the op- 
portunity, beating his defender and 
unleashing the ultimate blow from 
a tight angle. 

With their tails up, the hosts ap- 
peared destined to enter the break 
with a comfortable two-goal advan- 
tage, but a foul just before the half 


Northcote keeper Chris Petropoulos stretches as he might but can't stop Dane Milovanovic's late winner to secure 
the spoils for the travelling Cannons. Photo: PETER PSARROS 


resulted in a set piece opportunity 
for the visitors. Up stepped Bill Da- 
mianos to deliver a curling free-kick 
struck from all of thirty yards. The 
City defence failed to deal with the 
dangerous ball, Hayden D’ Agostino 
ultimately beating Chris Petropou- 
los with an untimely own goal. 

2-1 at half-time, and the match 
would soon turn on its head at the 
resumption of play. 

Barely seven minutes into the sec- 
ond half and Samuel Torrens was 
adjudged to have fouled James 
Downey in the penalty area, Shaun 
Evans awarding the spot-kick and 
reducing the hosts to ten men as 
he issued the red card to the former 
South Melbourne defender. 


Damianos stepped up again, this 
time from the spot, and levelled the 
scores with a cleanly struck penalty 
kick. 

What appeared unthinkable early 
in the first half became a reality not 
long into the second, the Cannons 
edging in front when another free- 
kick from long range, this time from 
Ante Cicak, found its way into the 
net with the City defence all at sea. 
A goal and a man down, Northcote 
City threw caution to the wind by 
pushing numbers forward, and the 
injection of Jonathan Voulgaris 
added some much needed pace on 
the right wing, where he caused no 
end of trouble. 

Voulgaris’ brilliant pass to a ram- 


paging Rixon sent the talismanic 
striker through on goal, and Peter 
Zois was lucky not to see red as he 
was adjudged to foul in the penalty 
area, Evans once again pointing to 
the spot. It was Zois, fresh from 
his reprieve, who stood firm, sav- 
ing Rixon’s sweetly struck penalty, 
which in truth, was at the perfect 
height for the former Willem II 
keeper. 

Disheartened, but not without spir- 
it, City eventually got their equal- 
iser with ten minutes remaining, 
Kalifatidis combining with Curtis 
to send the home fans in a state of 
delirium. 

But the final chapter in this epic tale 
came in the second minute of added 


time, and it was the long ball again 
which exposed City’s defense. Sub- 
stitute James Robinson curled a de- 
lightful cross from out wide on the 
right, and found Dane Milovanovic 
who took his opportunity at the back 
post, sealing all three points for the 
Cannons, and confirming top spot at 
the end of Round 12. 

Northcote City hit the road next 
Sunday, where a challenge against 
Melbourne Knights awaits at 
Knights Stadium. For the Cannons, 
they will travel to Gully Reserve 
where the buoyant hosts await them, 
fresh from a crunch win against 
South Melbourne. 


Northcote’s James Kalifatidis (18) and Trent Rixon combine to put the home side in 


Qakleigh Cannons land the sucker punch in injury time and take all three points in a 
grand finale. Photo: PETER PSARROS 


front in an eventful afternoon. Photo: PETER PSARROS 
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MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


Line Ups: 


Dandenong Thunder 
S.Webster, J.Barnes, 
S.Gray, S.Rexhepi, 
BHarrison, A. Tomic, 
M.Theodore,C. Taylor, 
L.Sherbon, V.Korcari, 
L.Kearney. 


Melbourne Knights: 

M. John, S.Romein, 
J.Kozic, A.Colosimo, 
Y.Yusuf, J.Franjic, 
D.Dragicevic, A.Zilic, 
C.Sweeney ( M. Welmant 
14’), R. Filpovic. 
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Floodlights leave match in the dark 


By George Stogiannou 


The Dandenong Thunder and 
Melbourne Knights clash at 
George Andrews Reserve was 
abandoned with the score at 0-0 
after a floodlight failure in the 
27th minute on Saturday eve- 
ning. 

The opening exchanges saw the 
home team push forward creating 
four chances mainly from set piec- 
es whilst the Knights created one 
direct shot on target, when striker 
Yusuf Yusuf fired a shot straight 
at Thunder keeper Stuart Webster 
from outside the box. 

Speaking to Goal! Weekly after 
the match, Stuart Munro expressed 
his frustration at the situation but 
took it all in his stride as similar 
floodlight failures had occurred in 
VPL matches against Green Gully 
and Northcote City in the past two 
seasons. 

“Obviously it is disappointing. It 
happened last year and the year 
before and it’s very frustrating 
from the club’s point of view. It’s 
actually the council’s facilities 
and responsibility to maintain the 
lights and there’s not really much 
the club could do anything about 
the electrics. 

The surprising thing is that some 
lights on the tower were out whilst 
others were on. In previous years 
the whole lights would go out. Ap- 
parently the council has installed 
new lines, so we’re not too sure 
if that may have been the problem 
and they just couldn’t keep up with 
it yet. 

But, these are all the things we are 
trying to find out from a council’s 
point of view. 

As acoach, it’s very frustrating and 
very annoying that its happened. 
It’s the last thing we needed at this 
particular stage. Unfortunately, it’s 
a dilemma for Melbourne Knights 
as well as many of their support- 


ers travelled from the other side 
of Melbourne for a game that 
only lasted twenty-five minutes 
or whatever is was. So, obviously 
very disappointing all around. 
Asked when the game might be re- 
scheduled, Munro answered, “The 
referee’s report will have to sub- 
mitted and then the FFV will have 
to make a decision accordingly. I 
think there is a free weekend ap- 
proaching shortly, not sure if it’s a 
catch-up round, but we’ll just have 
to wait and see.” 

Asked what the impact is on the 
players, Munro responded, “It 
would be nice to have some con- 
tinuity. We had a great result last 
week against Oakleigh, and we’ve 
been travelling well so far this sea- 
son and keeping things going. It 
would have been great to continue 
that against Melbourne Knights, 
but it sort of breaks the momentum 
a little bit now.” 

“We've got a great bunch of lads 
here and with the things that have 
happened off the pitch it has affect- 
ed the players in some way, but we 
just need to keep things in perspec- 
tive and focus on the games. That’s 
all we can really do and that’s all 
I’m really in charge of. 

Full credit to the players because 
they’re really showing that they 
are mentality capable of taking 
these things in their stride.” 

GW also contacted the FFV and 
Communications Manager, Sean 
Burton replied, “FFV regards the 
safety of the players, officials and 
supporters as paramount and a full 
FFV investigation into this inci- 
dent will be conducted. 

Until this investigation is conclud- 
ed it would be premature to specu- 
late on the reasons for the power 
failure. 

An announcement regarding the 
replaying of this fixture will be 
made as soon as reasonable pos- 
sible. “ 


Knights’ Shaun Romein beats Thunder's Matt Theodore in a heading contest. 
PHOTO: GARY SISSONS 


The referee called the players to the centre and security helped them off the ground when the lights failed. 
Inset: The only lights going after the flood lights went out were in the grandstand where supporters waited in hope the lights would go back on, PHOTO: GARY SISSONS 
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MATCH STATS: 
SHOTS: HC 5 MK 10 
TARGET: HC 1 MK 5 
CORNERS: HC 8 MK 5 


Hume City Line Up: 

Acevski, Pace (Bosevski 32’), 
Petrevski (Ofli 40’), Delic (Pistininzi 
75’), Riccobene, Vlahos, Erdogan, 
Pir, Cardozo, Dilizia, Weir. 


Yellow Cards: Cardozo, Delic 
Goals: Zoran Petrevski 37’ 


Melbourne Knights Line Up: 

John, Filipovic (Stefanou 70’), A. 
Colosimo, Junior De Camargo, Zilic, 
Kozic, Magdic, S. Romein, Sweeney, 
Dubios (Welmont 78’), Dragicevic 
(Yusef 75’). 


Yellow Cards: Dubios, Romein, 
Junior De Camargo, Yusef. 


Goals: Magdic 56’. 


MoM: Josip Magdic (MK) 


Crowd: Approx 
400 @ Broadmeadows Valley Park 


By Vanessa Lougoon 


With both teams needing a win, 
neither were able to step up in 
the critical moments, resulting 
in a 1-1 draw at White Eagles 

Stadium. 

Intensity was on from the first 
kick, although play was a little er- 
ratic in the first five minutes. 

The first scoring shot came in 
the 4th minute with Springvale’s 
Zoran Vukas kicking from straight 
out front, but was comfortably 
saved by Green’s goalkeeper Peter 
Gavalas. 

Bentleigh had their first chance in 
the 6th minute with Stuart Nich- 
olson cleverly bypassing a diving 
Eagles goalkeeper Scott Agustin, 
but hit the post. A quick thinking 
Agustin recovered immediately, 
saving the second scoring shot 
from the deflected ball, a wasted 
opportunity for Bentleigh. 

Bentleigh’s James McGarry had 
his chance in the 11th minute, strik- 
ing from the right wing, but blasted 
it over the goal post. 

Springvale were getting a lot of 
the ball towards their goals, but 
there was no one there to attack. 

Fifteen minutes into the contest, 
Bentleigh were looking sharper 
and were starting to get on top of 
Springvale by dominating posses- 
sion. 

Bentleigh’s Adam Fadljevic took a 
strike from 30 yards out front, but 
just missed to the left. 

Loose passing by Bentleigh lead to 
easy turnovers and kept Springvale 
in the match and possession evened 
out by the 25th minute. 

Springvale started to get numbers 
in their attack and were rewarded 
in the 30th minute with a goal from 
Milos Lujic, who managed to pass 
Gavalas from right of goal. 

Only minutes later Springvale al- 
most scored again, in a repeat play 
by Goran Zoric, but angled it too 
much just missing to the left of 
goal. 

In the 42nd minute Springvale’s 
Lewis Karanicolas centred a kick 
towards goal from deep out left 


Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


Milos Lujic encourages the grandstand crowd to raise the volume after scoring his first-half goal. Gojko Ponjevic is all smiles. 


wing, which almost looped in for 
an unlikely goal, Gavalas having to 
leap to push the ball over the post. 

Bentleigh had a chance to level the 
score deep the first half with two 
solid scoring attempts, but Spring- 
vale’s packed defence and good 
goal keeping prevented any chance 
of a goal. 

Bentleigh came out aggressive in 
the second half, getting the ball 
immediately into their attack and 
making a scoring shot but were 
perhaps a little too hasty hitting the 
side of the goal net. 

Looking like they were in a hurry, 
Bentleigh’s Tom Mathews looked 
a little too revved up, tripping his 
opponent and consequently given a 
yellow card in the 47th minute. 


Springvale were unlucky not to 
score in the 54th minute, with the 
ball in their packed goal square 
and multiple attacks, Bentleigh’s 


Zoran \Vukas (left) and Tom Matthews go in hard after the ball at the Earthworks end of the 
ground. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


defence scrambled to deflect the 
ball out. 

It was Bentleigh who was able to 
capitalize in the 56th minute, with 
Ryan Davidson scoring from left 
of goal after being delivered a bril- 
liant pass to level the match. 

There was a lull for the next ten 
minutes of the match, with both 
teams going through the motions 
and the crowd quiet. 

An unexpected scoring attempt 
from Springvale’s Zoran Vukas 
just outside an empty goal square 
almost caught Gavalas off guard, 
but was caught, and it enough to 
get the crowd involved and inject 
life back in the match. 

The rest of the match was a rela- 
tively even contest. 

Springvale were getting their 
numbers in attack and in the 78th 
minute, strikes from Milos Lujic 
and substitute Rados Tomic almost 
resulted in goals but Gavalas and 


his defence prevented them from 
getting ahead. 

Bentleigh substitute Johnathan 
Bounas had an immediate impact 
taking a shot within moments of ar- 
riving on field in the 78th minute, 
but blasted the ball over the goals. 

While Springvale had the legs, 
Bentleigh had the patience and 
accuracy, having the ball predomi- 
nantly in their half for the final ten 
minutes. 

Bentleigh missed an opportunity 
to take the lead in the 88th minute 
when a fine pass delivered by Stu- 
art Nicholson from the right wing 
to James McGarry in front of goal, 
but was chipped straight over goal. 
Play sped up and Springvale sailed 
the ball into their attack and blasted 
it into goal but was deflected by 
Gavalas almost back into the centre 
of the field. 

In the critical moments of the 
match, Springvale played it safe, 


opting to pass a corner ball rather 
than playing into the pack, result- 
ing into nothing and eventually a 
Bentleigh turnover. 

With the match going into over- 
time, Springvale looked nervous 
particularly when the ball was in 
Bentleigh’s attack, looking reactive 
and were desperately scrambling 
for everything. 

It was Springvale who had the final 
attack, this time Rados Tomic sent 
the corner ball into the pack, but 
was sent marginally to far to make 
a significant attempt. 

Next week, Springvale take on 
VTC Football on Wednesday night 
and South Melbourne next weekend 
at John Cain Memorial Park, while 
Bentleigh Greens face Heidelberg 
United at Kingston Health. 
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_.. And referee Bruno D’Aniello books Tom Matthews Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 
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Hume City starting line- 
up: Lupce ACEVSKI, Philip 
RICCOBENE, Serdar PIR, 
Fabio DILIZIA, Isiyan ER- 
DOGAN, Michael BOSEVS- 
KI, Richard CARDOZO, 
Andy VLAHOS (Adam NA- 
KIC 84’), Atilla Diego OFLI, 
Ross THOMPSON (Dusko 
DELIC 80’), Steven WEIR 
(Mark PISTININZI 67’). 
SUBS: Kadir IRFANOGLU, 
Kenny GEROH. 


Goals: Dilizia 33’, Cardozo 
37’, 92’, Ofli 66’. 


Yellow cards: Riccobene 
10’, Pir 30’. 


St Albans Saints: Steven 
PAVLOVIC, Alan PALEKA, 
Brian CHESSON, Michael 
GRGIC, Tomislav USKOK, 
Liam CANNELL, Stefan PI- 
ORKOWSKI, Mark PALEKA 
(Dario LASIC 82’), Josip 
LONCARIC (Martin HANA 
65’), Daniel VISEVIC, Goran 
JOZELJIC. 


SUBS: Anthony LONCARIC, 
Okan OZTEMIR. 


Goal: Visevic 10’. 


Yellow cards: Jozeljic 30’, A. 
Paleka 70’, Hana 80’. 


Hume City’s Phil Riccobene can’t escape from a blatant hand-ball and the Saints duly con- 
verted to take an early shock lead. Photo: STEVE STAREK 


By Steven Talevski 


Hume City has come back 
from a goal down to de- 
feat St Albans Saints 4-1 
at Broadmeadows Valley 
Park on Sunday after- 
noon. 

Hume City has now moved 
up to third spot in the Alanic 
Victorian Premier League 
while St Albans Saints are 
the only team without a win 
this season after 12 match- 
es. 

The match began with both 
teams attempting to gain 
control of the play how- 
ever with ten minutes gone 
Phillip Riccobene blatantly 
handballed the ball inside 
his penalty area to give away 
a penalty to St Albans. 

Daniel Visevic stepped up 
for the Saints and hit his 
penalty straight down the 
middle as Acevski was un- 
able to get a clean pair of 
hands on the ball to hand 
St Albans the shock one nil 
lead. 

Hume looked for the quick 
equaliser as youngster Atilla 
Diego Ofli, who replaced in- 
jured striker Zoran Petrevski 
in the starting line-up, saw 
his one and one opportu- 
nity saved by an impressive 
Steven Pavlovic in the 17th 
minute. 

Minutes later Fabio Dilizia 
slammed his shot into the 
crossbar as Hume continued 
to search for their opening 
goal. 

In the 30th minute Saints at- 
tacker Goran Jozeljic forced 
experienced Hume City 
goalkeeper Lupce Acevski 
into a solid save down to his 
right. 

The rebound saw Jozeljic 
foul Serdar Pir which led to 
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Hume's Richard Cardozo continues his hot streak in front of goals and bangs in a brace for the afternoon, 


Photo: STEVE STAREK 


an altercation between the 
two players who were both 
booked with yellow cards 
for their actions. 

Saints midfielder Mark 
Paleka had the games next 
chance as he hit his header 
well over the cross bar. 
Hume City got their equal- 
izer in the 33rd minute as 
Dilizia slammed his header 
in the back of the net from a 
superb cross by player coach 
Andy Vlahos. 

Just three minutes later 
Richie Cardozo was able 
to get his foot onto a cross 
to hand Hume City the 2-1 
lead. 

Hume City continued to at- 

tack going into half time as 
Pavlovic was forced into a 
great top right hand corner 
save from a shot by Michael 
Bosevski. 

Moments later Pavlovic 
was called once again as he 
made another save this time 


to his bottom left from a 
Ross Thompson shot. 

Hume City came out in the 
second half looking to ex- 
tend their as Ross Thomp- 
son saw his shot go past the 
left post in the 47th minute. 
Hume City continued to have 
the better chances as Richie 
Cardozo saw his lob go over 
Pavlovic and the empty goal 
in the 57th minute. 

St Albans looked to equalise 
in the 59th minute as Alan 
Paleka’s header went over 
the crossbar. 

Hume City extended their 
lead in the 66th minute as 
Andy Vlahos cut back the 
ball across goal to Ross 
Thompson who miss hit it 
and fell to Atilla Ofli who 
hit a classy finish. 
Seventeen year old Ofli con- 
tinues to impress this season 
for Hume City as he was 
able to take on the Saints 
defence and find Andy Vla- 


hos who cut the ball back tc 
Dusko Delic who hammerec 
his shot over the cross bar. 
Hume City got their fourth 
goal a minute before full 
time as Richie Cardozo’: 
shot rebounded to Atilla Off 
who selflessly passed to ar 
open Cardozo to tap the bal 
into the back of the net. 
Hume City are now unde- 
feated in four matches anc 
remain three points behinc 
the Oakleigh Cannons while 
St Albans Saints continue 
their horror season withou 
a victory on the bottom or 
the Alanic Victorian Premier: 
League. 

Next week in round 13 
Hume City travel to Kevir 
Bartlett reserve on Saturday 
afternoon to face Richmonc 
while St Albans host Dande- 
nong Thunder at Churchill 
Reserve on Sunday after- 
noon. 
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Bergers storm into second 


HEIDELBERG UNITED 


@ 
IRR\O 


RICHMOND EAGLES 


Heidelberg United: 
G.McMaster, L.Doumbalis, 
S.Martin, C.Elvin, B.Waring, 
A.Nabbout (J.Samargis 81’), 
E.Christodoulou, R.Greer, 
H.Armenian (M. Tancevski 90’), 
S.Alexovski (T.Nishimoto 56’), 


oo 


Goals: Christodoulou 5’ Alex- 
ovski 11’ Ederaro 83’ 


Yellow Cards: Ederaro 75’ 
Red Cards: None 


Richmond: 

S.Gal, A.Viola (S.Wllson 77’), 
E.Karahan, R.Antoniadis, 
M.Bissinger, D.Tsiaras, 
M.Catalano, C.O’Hare, 
M.Eterovic (E.Batsis 68’), 
T.Purcell, M.Ferrante. 


Goal: Catalano 1’ 


Yellow Cards: Viola 47’ Fer- 
rante 71’ 


Red Cards: None 


By Mark Boric 


HEIDELBERG UNITED 
have stormed to second place 
on the AVPL table with a 3-1 
win over Richmond at Olym- 
pic Village. Entering the game 
in excellent form with five con- 
secutive wins, Heidelberg made 
one change to the side which 
thumped VTC Football 5-0 mid- 
week, with Steve Martin starting 
ahead of Takanori Nishimoto. 
Richmond lost Antun Kovacic 
from the side which defeated St 
Albans 2-0 the previous Satur- 
day, with Andrew Viola com- 
ing in to replace him and Chris 
O’Hare gaining a start ahead of 
Evan Batsis. 

Richmond got off the best 
possible start, Michael Catalano 
putting them ahead within the 
opening thirty seconds. O’ Hare 
had made progress down the 
right, and when a cross was 
blocked to Michael Ferrante he 
headed the ball forward into the 
path of Catalano who slammed 
it into the net from eight yards. It 
was the second goal in as many 
games for the Eagles midfielder, 
coming five minutes earlier than 
his opener against St Albans. 

Immediately the home side 
began to apply pressure to Rich- 
mond, with Sasho Alexovski 
turning and shooting at Stjepan 
Gal from an angle in the fifth 
minute. Just a minute later they 
managed to get back on level 
terms. A corner from the right 
was flicked on by Evan Christ- 
odoulou at the near post and 
sailed into the net just inside the 
far post 

Catalano shot over the cross- 
bar after cutting in from the right 
following a cheap turnover at a 
throw in near the corner flag in 
the tenth minute, in a very lively 
opening to the game. A minute 
later, the Bergers reversed their 
poor start and took the lead. 
Hamlet Armenian made a run 
down the right and his cross to 
the far post was headed back 
across goal for Alexovski to 
sweep home on the half volley. 


Richmond’s dismay at throw- 
ing away the lead was evident, 
and for the remainder of the 
half they were unable to match 
Heidelberg’s efforts in a match 
which was becoming more and 
more of a battle as the pitch 
began to cut up. A cross from 
Timmy Purcell on the right was 
volleyed over the bar by Cata- 
lano in the twenty-third minute, 
before Richie Greer shot wide 
across the face of goal from 
outside the box when latching 
onto a blocked shot three min- 
utes later. 

Christodoulou had a oppor- 
tunity to grab his second goal as 
half-time approached, but his 
header from Armenian’s cross 
was within range for Gal to 
make a save. At the interval the 
score remained 2-1 to the hosts. 

The visitors lifted their inten- 
sity when play resumed, and in 
matching Heidelberg in the con- 
tests manged to have the better 
of play for significant periods. 
They were unable to convert 
these good spells into goals, 
and nearly fell further behind 
on the hour mark when Greer’s 
free-kick went around the wall 
and was tipped around the post 
by Gal. 

A great run through the mid- 
dle from Ferrante in the sixty- 
sixth minute saw him beat two 
men before shooting just over 
the crossbar from thirty yards 
out. Viola had to hook a cross 
from Armenian away at the far 
post shortly after, with an open 
goal beckoning for Heidelberg 
had he failed to do so. In the 
seventy-ninth minute a flicked 
on free-kick saw the ball fall 
to subsituute Batsis beyond the 
far post, and somehow his hard 
driven ball back across goal fell 
luckily to Griffin McMaster. 

The game was open given 
the worsening conditions, with 
Richmond applying pressure to 
Heidelberg who were ever dan- 
gerous on the counter. 

Batsis had a chance himself 
two minutes later, when a great 
lay off from O’Hare released 


Heidelberg are all in the chorus after dispatching the Eagles last night in the late VPL game. 
Photo: DANIEL FLIS 
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Evan Christodoulou gets the Bergers back 0 
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him on the right but he shot over 
the target from twenty yards. A 
minute later, Heidelberg sealed 
the win. Intercepting a stray 
Ferrante pass, they broke down 
the right and won a corner. The 
ball was swung away from Gal 
and fell to ground in the middle 
of the box where Osagie Edera- 


ro pounced to smash it over the 
line. Substitute Matt Tancevski 
should have made it 4-1 in in- 
jury time, but shot over the bar 
from eight yards after a lay off 
from Ederaro following a run 
down the right into the box. 

It remained 3-1 at the final 
whistle, as Heidelberg recorded 


a sixth win in a row, scoring 
twenty-five goals in the process. 
They will next face Bentleigh 
Greens at Kingston Heath on 
Friday. Richmond will be in ac- 
tion on Saturday when they host 
Hume City at Kevin Bartlett 
Reserve. 
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Alanic VPL Round 13 


Wed 18 May 8:30PM 


20 26 


Springvale White Eagles v N.T.C 
White Eagles Stadium 


Oakleigh Cannons 
Heidelberg Utd 

Hume City 
Dandenong Thunder 
Northcote City 

South Melbourne 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Bentleigh Greens 
Richmond 

Melbourne Knights 
Springvale White Eagles 
VTC Football 

St Albans Saints 
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Fri 20 May 8:15PM 
Bentleigh Greens v Heidelberg Utd 
Kingston Heath 


Sat 21 May 3:00PM 
Richmond Eagles v Hume City 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve 


Sat 21 May 3:00PM 
Green Gully Cavaliers v Oakleigh 
Cannons Green Gully Reserve 


Sun 22 May 3:00PM 
St Albans Saints v Dandenong 
Thunder Churchill Reserve 


Sun 22 May 3:00PM 
Melbourne Knights v Northcote 
City Knights Stadium 


Sun 22 May 3:00PM 
South Melbourne v_ Springvale 
White Eagles John Cain Memorial 


P W DLFAGDPt 
South Melbourne 12> 7 3) 2°30 17 24 
Oakleigh Cannons 12 2 GOW 2s 
Green Gully Cavaliers i Sam sr OnZomlon2e 
Melbourne Knights 13 6 3 4 34 18 21 
Hume City 1 © S) Zh epi 
Dandenong Thunder de 1 2 Gh Aa Ase 20) 
Heidelberg Utd i @ 2 B23 Zo 
Northcote City Zeon Geese S24 018) 
Richmond Heh th il Gees} 
Springvale White Eagles 13 4 1 8 22 41 13 
Bentleigh Greens ASmrouro i 2o S4a12 
VTC Football 10 3 1 6 18 29 10 
St Albans Saints 12 1 4 72032 4 


Green Gully Cavaliers 0 
South Melbourne 2 


Northcote City Oakleigh Cannons 


Dandenong Thunder 2 
Melbourne Knights 1 


Springvale White Eagles 0 
Bentleigh Greens 4 


Hume City 1 
St Albans Saints 1 


Heidelberg Utd 3 Richmond 3 
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